
Under Construction

Most of us have had to deal with a construction project at some point in our 

lives, whether it was a house, a patio, or maybe painting rooms. In any case, 

the preparation time involved can be as long or longer than the actual project.

Again, as in most cases, the “job site” can be a mess while the construction is 

taking place. Only when the job is completed can we stand back and see if our 

efforts were worthwhile. We may not realize that we are all in the 

construction business, but in the spiritual sense, we are. 

Psalm 127:1- “Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who 

build it; unless the LORD keeps the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”

When we came to the place of repentance and even further to baptism, God 

began a work in us. He has given us His blueprints for the temple He is 

building in us. 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20- “WHAT! Don’t you know that your body is a temple of

the Holy Spirit, which you have within you from God, and you are not your 



own? For you were bought with a price. Therefore, glorify God in your body, 

and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

God has insured the correct design for us in His word. He set the example in 

Jesus Christ on what He desires our finished project to resemble. All of the 

necessary building permits were bought and paid for with the blood of Jesus 

Christ. There will be no County Inspectors as God will give the final approval 

for our “Certificate of Occupancy” in His Kingdom. It is as simple as that. We

could probably end the lesson here as the instructions are clear, but they are 

never easy. Our jobsites are usually a mess. 

Most humans, men especially, sometimes want to skip certain steps in the 

instructions to save time. In missing critical elements in the procedures, we 

could end up with a Leaning Tower of Pisa if we do not pay attention. God is a

God of order and not confusion. When we have questions, going to the Author

of the blueprints should always be number one on the list. Remembering to 

get God’s guidance after the fact will not ensure a smooth operation. Love 

God, trust God, and obey God. One, two, three, it’s that easy. Something we 

always forget, me especially. 



1 Corinthians 14:33- “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as 

in all the churches of the saints.”

The instructions He provides in His Bible are orderly and often sequential. 

We must establish a solid foundation in Him to begin the construction process 

within our own temple. There is a natural progression that layers certain 

characteristics and traits He wants developed within us. The “Beatitudes” in 

Matthew 5-7 are a prime example, one built upon the other. His Holy Days 

are in a specific order as well. 

We realize our need for God (Matthew 5:3), knowing how insufficient our 

knowledge of Him really is (Matthew 5:4), being meek (controlled strength), 

having a humble and contrite heart He can work with (Matthew 5:5), 

hungering and desiring to know Him and His word more (Matthew 5:6), 

empathy and caring for others (Matthew 5:7), and growing in the likeness of 

Jesus (Matthew 5:8), and so on. This is fairly basic but evident of the need for 

laying the foundation and working up from there. It may be difficult to have 

empathy for others in mercy without having established the humble heart or 

admitting the need for God’s Providence in our lives. We end up giving lip 



service and playing church. Without a proper foundation, adding walls and a 

roof is pointless. 

What kind of building are you constructing for His Holy Spirit? Have you 

established a solid foundation? If you have, do you have a leaky roof? It is 

possible as in all structures, maintenance is paramount. Just as a car, any 

building without regular fixes, will fall into disrepair. 

Our spiritual condition is by far more fragile than concrete. Satan and his 

minions are constantly at us with his jackhammers of distraction and 

temptations. Anything he can do to halt construction progress, he knows how. 

Allowing sub-par materials (worldly influences) to arrive in our “job sites” 

will cause delays in development.

Ephesians 4:29-32- “Do not let any corrupt communication come out of your 

mouth, but that which is good and needful for edification that it may give 

grace to those who hear. And do not vex the Holy Spirit of God by which you 

have been sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and 

indignation, and wrath, and clamor, and evil speaking be removed from you, 

together with all malice; And be kind and tenderhearted toward one another, 

forgiving one another, even as God has also in Christ forgiven you.”



The highest price was paid for our “permits,” so we must do our best in what 

we do with the gifts we have been given. How and what we do with them will 

come under Divine scrutiny. 

Matthew 25:14-30- “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man leaving the 

country, who called his own servants and delivered to them his property. Now 

to one he gave five talents, and to another two, and to another one; he gave to 

each one according to his own ability and immediately left the country. Then 

the one who had received five talents went and traded with them and made an

additional five talents. In the same way also, the one who had received two 

talents also gained two others. But the one who had received the single talent 

went and dug in the earth and hid his lord’s money. Now after a long time, the

lord of those servants came to take account with them. Then the one who had 

received five talents came to him and brought an additional five talents, 

saying, ‘Lord, you delivered five talents to me; see, I have gained five other 

talents besides them.’ And his lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 

servant! Because   you were faithful over a few things, I will set you over many   

things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ And the one who had received two 



talents also came to him and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; see, 

I have gained two other talents besides them.’

His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! Because you were 

faithful over a few things, I will set you over many things. Enter into the joy of

your lord.’ Then the one who had received the single talent also came to him 

and said, ‘Lord, I knew that you are a hard man, reaping where you did not 

sow, and gathering where you did not scatter. And because I was afraid, I 

went and hid your talent in the earth. Now look, you have your own.’ His lord 

answered and said to him, ‘  You   wicked and lazy servant!   You knew that I 

reap where I did not sow and gather what I did not scatter. Because you knew 

this, you were duty-bound to take my talent to the money exchangers, so that 

when I came, I could have received my own with interest. Therefore, take the 

talent from him, and give it to the one who has ten talents. For to everyone 

who has, more shall be given, and he shall have abundance; on the other hand,

as for the one who does not have, even that which he has shall be taken from 

him. (30)And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness.’ There shall 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

We all have the same Savior, same Book, and same instructions. Whatever we 

have been given, we had better be doing our best for God to develop His gifts 



or…see verse thirty above. Remember the price that was paid for us to receive

this gift we have been given. While we may all have different callings, our 

temples are being constructed to house God’s Holy Spirit. 

Romans 12:4-16- “For even as we have many members in one body, but all 

members do not have the same function; Likewise, we, being many, are one 

body in Christ, and each one members of one another. But each one has 

different gifts according to the grace that is given to us—whether prophecy, 

let us prophesy   according to the measure of faith; Or service,   let us tend   to   

service; or the one who is teaching,   let him tend   to teaching; Or the one who is   

encouraging,   let him tend   to encouragement; the one who is giving,   let it be     

with generosity; the one who is taking the lead,   let it be   with diligence; the one   

who is showing mercy,   let it be   with cheerfulness.   Let   love be without   

hypocrisy  , abhorring that which is evil and cleaving to that which is good. Be   

kindly affectioned toward one another in brotherly love.   Let   each esteem the   

other more highly than himself. Be not slack in business. Be fervent in spirit. 

Be timely in serving. Be rejoicing in hope. Be patient in tribulation. Be 

steadfastly continuing in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and 

strive to be hospitable. Bless those who persecute you; bless, and do not curse. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep; Be of the same



mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high ambitions; rather, be 

accommodating with those of low estate.   Do not be wise in your own eyes  .”  

Never make a foolish assumption as so many do that you are where you need 

to be spiritually. We’ve mentioned before of a TV preachers who said, “I’ve 

been in the Word thirty years…” Apparently they have not actually read 

what is in the Book they profess to know, keeping Sunday and all of the man-

made holidays. These false prophets put on a good show and know all the 

tricks of “playing church” with all the “ear scratching” available to keep the 

pews full on Sundays. The biggest hypocrites are within God’s own church 

and that is why He said judgment will “begin in My house first.”

1 Peter 4:17- “For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household

of God; and if it first begins with us, what will be the end of those who do not 

obey the gospel of God?”

This is one of the reasons that God wants us to draw so close to Him. The 

spiritual discernment He gives us through His Holy Spirit is invaluable in 

recognizing the enemy and his tactics. By their fruits you shall know them. 



Matthew 7:15-23- “But beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s 

clothing, for within they are ravening wolves. You shall know them by their 

fruits. They do not gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles, do they? 

In the same way, every good tree produces good fruit, but a corrupt tree 

produces evil fruit. A good tree cannot produce evil fruit, nor can a corrupt 

tree produce good fruit. Every tree that is not producing good fruit is cut 

down and is cast into the fire. Therefore, you shall assuredly know them by 

their fruits. Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter into the 

kingdom of heaven but the one who is doing the will of My Father, Who is in 

heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 

through Your name? And did we not cast out demons through Your name? 

And did we not perform many works of power through Your name?’ And then

I will confess to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from Me, you who work 

lawlessness.’ ”

You do not need to be a construction engineer or general contractor to see if a 

wall is cock-eyed or a floor is wavy. Spiritual sensitivity provides the insight 

for turning the light on the dark influences. False teachers tend to be people 

pleasers, scratching those itching ears we mentioned earlier. A word to the 

wise, we had better be God pleasers, He is NO respecter of persons. 



Romans 2:11- “Because there is no respect of persons with God.”

He gave us the blueprints to follow, and we are not permitted to delete or add 

to it any improvements or ideas we think would enhance what He established. 

Our building abilities come from God and His designs alone. He is writing 

them in our hearts if our heart is in alignment with Matthew 5:5. 

2 Corinthians 3:1-5- “Do we again begin to commend ourselves? Or do we, as 

some, need epistles of commendation to you, or epistles of commendation from

you? You are our epistle, and are inscribed in our hearts, being known and 

read by all men; For it is manifest that you are Christ’s epistle, ministered by 

us; you were not inscribed with pen and ink, but with the Spirit of the living 

God; not on tablets of stone, but on fleshly tablets of the heart. Now we have 

this confidence through Christ toward God; Not that we are competent of 

ourselves, or credit anything to our own abilities: rather, our competency is 

from God;”

We have to stick to the plans just as He wrote them without any editing of our 

own. 



Revelation 22:18-19- “For I jointly testify to everyone who hears the words of 

the prophecy of this book, that if anyone adds to these things, God shall add to

him the plagues that are written in this book. And if anyone takes away from 

the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the 

book of life, and from the holy city, and from the things that are written in 

this book.”

When we follow His instructions, we can complete the project. Our temple 

will weather the storms. 

2 Timothy 3:12-17- “And indeed, everyone who desires to live godly in Christ 

Jesus shall be persecuted. But wicked men and imposters shall become worse 

and worse, deceiving others and being deceived themselves. But as for you, 

continue in the things that you did learn and were assured of, knowing from 

whom you have learned them; And that from a child you have known the Holy

Writings, which are able to make you wise unto salvation through faith, which

is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture   is   God-breathed and   is   profitable for doctrine,  

for conviction, for     correction, for instruction in righteousness; So that the   

man of God may be complete,     fully equipped for every good work  .”



We are assured that if we follow His commandments by His design, He will be

by our sides until project completion. 

Philippians 1:6- “Being confident of this very thing, that He Who began a 

good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”

The temple we have under construction does not need to be a Taj Mahal. It 

only needs to be our absolute best because we love God first. He can see our 

efforts to know and grow in Him and His word and establish our witness’ 

testimony through our personal interaction with Him. He will know our 

hearts. He will see the fruits of His Spirit we are producing. Our efforts in 

building a worthy temple will result in an increases of His Spirit within us. He 

will give us new windows, eyes to see as He does, and the doors to our hearts 

will open wider so that we may know Him more. 

Jude 1:20-21- “But you, beloved, be building up yourselves on your most holy 

faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, So that you keep yourselves in the love of God

while you are personally awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 

eternal life.”



The job is available for all those called who seek Him in earnest. The 

fainthearted need not apply. While we are here on the earth, our construction 

project will never cease. The labor can be hard but rewarding. And if we 

complete the construction to His specs, we have a “C.O.” waiting for us in 

God’s Kingdom. Amen.
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