TWO MINUTE WARNING (Revised)

This will be a revision of a previous lesson we shared six years ago. As usual, I
have no idea where this may be headed so buckle up. The thought popped into
a dream last night and the only thing I remembered was the title. After
spending eight hours riding in Ole Gehler, I needed a recharge and set the

alarm for 1 A.M. so I know where the revisions are coming from.

Psalm 37:23- “The steps of a good man are made firm by the LORD, and He

delights in his way.”

I am not being presumptuous calling myself good, but I know on Whom I

have believed. The keyboard is on auto pilot.

Lamentations 3:25- “The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul

who seeks Him.”

Trust me when I say that every Friday night (mostly early Saturday
mornings), I am hanging out at the controls wondering what letters will pop
up on the screen. It is always amazing that such a Divine Being shares His love

with someone who has many faults to work on and overcome. Jesus Christ



died for us, and I cannot ever forget that He did. We have all been blessed
with such an opportunity to know Him, to know God the Father and be a part

of their family.

Hebrews 12:2-3- “Having our minds fixed on Jesus, the Beginner and Finisher
of our faith, Who for the joy that lay ahead of Him endured the cross,
although He despised the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God. Now meditate deeply on Him Who endured such great hostility
of sinners against Himself so that you do not become weary and faint in your

minds.

The King James version reads, “Jesus, Who is the Author and Finisher of our

faith...” This is clarifying Who does the writing. We all have the same

opportunity if we follow His instructions.

I know we have all watched a football game as most of us recently attended
the Super Bowl get together at Vince and Erica’s house. Aside from the
smorgasbord of great food, we watched the big game on a huge flat screen TV
and didn’t have to pay thousands for a ticket or fight stadium traffic. The

Eagles won which made it even better.



I must admit, I am not the huge football fan I was in my younger years as the
reputations of the players took a downturn in the late seventies and continued
to decline. However, lately it seems to be on a definite upswing as we
witnessed so many giving glory to God after the game. Definitely encouraging,

especially for young fans.

In watching the games regardless of the decade, the two-minute warning
comes up at the end of each half in every NFL football game. Most fans
take it for granted, but why does the NFL stop the clock with two
minutes or so left in each half? Is it just so the NFL can sneak an extra
commercial break into the action? Here's a little background knowledge

on the two-minute warning in case you are ever on Jeopardy.

The custom of giving teams a two-minute warning dates all the way back
to the NFL's first years. In those days, fans and coaches couldn't just
take a look at the stadium clock to see how much time remained in the
half. The official game clock resided in the pocket or on the wrist of one
of the officials, and the stadium's clock was just a rough estimate of how

much time remained in the game. Thus, the NFL instituted a two-minute



warning where the referee would stop the clock and let both teams know

exactly how much time remained in the game. (from mentalfloss.com)

Obviously, with current technology, that sort of "warning" is no longer
necessary in football. One of the major reasons it is still in the game is that it
adds to the excitement of the game at important moments. The pause in game
action allows the excitement to build among fans, players, and coaches alike.
The 2 Minute Warning is a signal that the most important moments of the
game are here.

The two-minute warning is also something that takes place at the end of
certain sporting events. It’s an alarm or buzzer that goes off, or a pause in the
game to let the participants know that there are only two minutes left in this

game.

It tells the opponents one of two things:

1. Pve either got to score some points to win this game or

2. ’ve got to hold the lead for just two more minutes.

It is most times the crucial point of the game. Lots of games are won or lost

inside of that two-minute mark.



When the two-minute warning sounds things are critical. When the two-
minute warning sounds it is important the way you play the game. You can’t
afford to be lax during this time. You can’t afford to be casual at the two-

minute warning. There is too much at stake. There is too much to be won or

lost. When the two-minute warning sounds you must be at your best.

I’ve seen games where it seems the team doesn’t start playing until the two-
minute warning is given. Simply foolish, they know every week at the onset
just how much time they have to play the game. They prepare for weeks or
months off season to get in the best shape, run plays and train for the

championships only to be deficient in their efforts on gameday.

I could give you many examples of football and other sports where people who
either let down and lost or teams or people who dug in and held on strong and
won. Here’s an example from a boxing match between Oscar De La Hoya and
Felix Trinidad in September 1999. Through the majority of the fight Oscar De
La Hoya was winning rounds by a wide margin. He was out boxing his

opponent. He was out punching his opponent. He was winning the fight.



But during the last four rounds he decided that he was far enough ahead that

he could let up just a little bit, maybe to save himself a little pain. He had the
stamina to finish strong, but he decided that he could coast to victory. During
the last few rounds, Felix Trinidad came on strong. During the “two-minute
warning time” he gave it his best and won the fight. The outcome of the fight
was Felix Trinidad beat Oscar De La Hoya because he finished the fight
strong. Too late for De La Hoya, he couldn’t go back and re-do his efforts. His
time was up. Too late for a second chance at that time. He let another take his

crown.

Revelation 3:11- “Behold, I am coming quickly; hold fast that which you have

so that no one may take away your crown.”

So why do we wait on giving God our best in our walk with Him? We do not
have the benefit of a two-minute warning. In the absence of a “life clock” we

never know when our time is up.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-3- “To everything there is a season, and a time for every

purpose under the heavens: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to



plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; A time to Kkill, and a time to

heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;”

Ecclesiastes 9:12- “For man also does not know his time; as the fishes that are
taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the

sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falls suddenly upon them.”

Acts 1:7- “And He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or the

seasons, which the Father has placed in His own authority;”

So why do we wait? What is our excuse for putting off God? Could we be in

our two-minute warning already?

2 Timothy 3:1-7- “Know this also, that in the last days perilous times shall
come; For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, braggarts, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural
affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, despisers of
those who are good, Betrayers, reckless, egotistical, lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God; Having an outward appearance of godliness, but denying

the power of true godliness. But as for you, turn away from all these. For from



men such as these come those who are worming their way into houses and are
gaining control over empty-headed gullible women given over to various sins,
being driven by all kinds of lust. They are always learning but are never able

to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

James 4:14- “You do not even know what will happen tomorrow! For what is
your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little while and then

disappears.”

Again, we do not have a whistle or a timer to warn us of our last two minutes,

but we do have the Word of God:

Luke 21:7-11- “And they asked Him, saying, “Master, when shall these things
be? And what shall be the sign that these things are about to take place?” And
He said, “Beware that you be not deceived; for many shall come in My name,
saying, ‘I am Christ;’ and ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore, do not go
after them. And when you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be terrified;
for it is necessary that these things take place first, but the end will not come
immediately.” Then He said to them, “Nation shall rise up against nation, and

kingdom against kingdom; There shall also be great earthquakes in different



places, and famines and pestilences; and there shall be fearful sights and great
signs from heaven.”

Luke 21:25-28- “And there shall be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and
on the earth distress and anxiety among the nations, the seas roaring with
rolling surges; Men dying of heart attacks from fear and dread of the things
that are coming on the whole world; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.
And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with great power
and glory. But when these things begin to take place, look up, and lift up your

heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

This advice was not a two-minute warning as it was given over two-thousand
years ago for what is to come. However, in our preparation for what is
coming, our two-minute warning is NOW. It is focused on our life clock and
how much time God has given us to live it. We do not know how many grains
of sand are left in our hourglass. When we were young, the end of life never

entered into our thoughts.

We have discussed many times false prophets and false teachers.



Matthew 24:23-25- “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’
or, ‘He is there,” do not believe it. For there shall arise false Christs and false
prophets, and they shall present great signs and wonders, in order to deceive,
if possible, even the elect. Behold, I have foretold iz to you.”

We should take heed that we are not deceived for many will say that they have
found another way than that of the word of God and lead many astray. Don’t
go after them but hold on to the word of God during two-minute warning
time.

We will hear of wars and commotions but those who are walking in obedience
do not need to be frightened by this because it’s just another sign that Jesus

Christ is coming is soon.

Nation will rise against nation and kingdom will rise against kingdom. This is
in the news daily. It’s not time to get lukewarm in your walk with God but it’s

time to make sure you are obeying God’s Word and Commandments.

The Bible says there will be earthquakes in diverse places. There have been
great earthquakes in Turkey and Taiwan and an increase throughout the

Pacific Rim. So much destruction and loss of life. Is it really a surprise?



There will be famines and pestilence and fearful sights in the land. We have
gone through a Covid pandemic since the original writing on this topic and
the LGBTQ alphabet perverted abominations have become nauseating and
nearly accepted as the norm, but not by the normal. Their mindless and

Godless antics are visible on the nightly news as well.

Is God trying to give us a two-minute warning? Perhaps...but things are
heating up and not knowing when, wouldn’t it be prudent to be on the right

side of the fence?

Mark 1:15- “And saying, “The time has been fulfilled, and the kingdom of

God is near at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

We know it takes more than believing, you had better be doing. If you have
had an increase in personal trials lately and storms in your life seem to be a

daily occurrence, pay attention here. Maybe, just maybe, God is blowing a

two-minute warning whistle in your ear. It is time to stop kidding yourself,



stop lying to yourself, stop blaming anyone other than yourself for your own

poor life choices.

I remember telling suspects when I was a Detective, “look in the mirror, do
you see STUPID written on your forehead?” If not, there is hope for you. You

are either living life by God’s rule book or you are NOT. There is no in

between, there is no “try” there is only “DO.” It cannot be said any plainer

than that. God will know if your efforts are genuine or if your are really good
at pretending. You may fool those around you, but remember God made you

and knows your heart.

What should be concerning for the unprepared is that you have already
received the warnings from two thousand years ago. If His truth has been
made known to you, accept that He is calling you, be what God has called you

to be, His child. Avoid His wrath and judgment.

Ezekiel 7:1-8- “Moreover the Word of the LORD came to me, saying, “And

also you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD to the land of Israel, ‘An end!



The end has come upon the four corners of the land. Now the end has come
upon you, and I will send My anger upon you and will judge you according to
your ways and will lay upon you all your abominations. And My eye shall not
spare you, neither will I have pity. But I will repay your ways upon you, and
your abominations shall be in your midst; and you shall know that I am the
LORD.’ Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘An evil: Behold, an unheard-of evil has
come! An end has come, the end has come! It awakes against you; behold, it
has come. The encirclement of doom has come unto you, O dwellers of the
land. The time has come, the day of tumult is near, and not a joyful shouting

upon the mountains.”

Matthew 11:20-24- “ Then He began to castigate the cities in which most of
His miracles had taken place, because they did not repent: “Woe to you,
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that have taken place in
you had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. And you, Capernaum, who have
been exalted to heaven, shall be cast down to the grave. For if the miracles

that have taken place in you had taken place in Sodom, it would have



remained until this day. But I tell you, it shall be more tolerable for #he land of

Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”

We are given many chances to repent while we are living. More than we

certainly deserve, and I am the biggest recipient of these pardons. It requires
repentance and work. It requires devotion and a making a choice that is NOT

for the weak or fainthearted.

Acts 17:30-31- “For although God has indeed overlooked the times of this

ignorance, He now commands all men everywhere to repent, Because He has

set a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness by a Man Whom

He has appointed, having given proof to all by raising Him from the dead.”

We can repent and be forgiven. As Jesus Himself tells us, we must forgive
those who wrong us seven times seventy per day! (Matthew 18:22). God has a
lot more power to forgive than that as He is infinite. But eventually, our own
folly will put us in the grave. Can we be so certain our mediocre efforts are

sufficient?



1 Thessalonians 5:1-6- “Now then, concerning the times and the seasons,
brethren, there is no need that I write to you; For you yourselves understand

perfectly that the day of the Lord will come exactly as a thief comes by night.

For when they say, “Peace and security,” then sudden destruction will

come upon them, as travail comes upon a woman who is with child; and they

shall by no means escape. But you, brethren, are not in darkness that the day

of the Lord should overtake you as a thief. For you are all children of the

light and children of the day; we are not of the night, nor of the darkness. So

then, we should not sleep, as others do; but we should watch, and we should be

sober.”

It’s time. First or Second Resurrection, life or death.

Deuteronomy 30:19-20- “I call heaven and earth to record this day against
you that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing. Therefore,

choose life, so that both you and your seed may live, That you may love the

LORD your God, and may obey His voice, and may cleave to Him; for He is

your life and the length of your days, so that you may dwell in the land which

the LORD swore to your fathers—to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob—to

give it to them.”




Should we either give it our best shot or do we just give up altogether and take

a gamble we will make the grade in the Second Resurrection?

Romans 13:11-14- “Now consider this, knowing the time, that it is already the
hour that we should be roused out of sleep; because our salvation is nearer
now than when we first believed. The night is almost over, and the day is
drawing near; therefore, let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light. Let us walk decently, as in the day: not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and
emulation. But /et us put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and not make any
allowance for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.”

Deuteronomy 6:5- “And you shall love the LORD your God with all your

heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (Matthew 22:37)

The Greatest Commandment was given first in the Old Testament. Nothing
was done away with as so many Protestant churches teach. It’s time that we
live for God with all of our heart, soul, and might. The enemy “tackles us
because we were careless, get up. Get up every time. Whatever it is that is

holding back, your persistence in seeking God will yield victory.



Romans 16:20- “But the God of peace will bruise Satan under your feet
shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” (The King

James renders “crush Satan under your feet”).

In any version, we will become more than conquerors.

Romans 8:37-39- “But in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him Who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

We can be a million miles away from Him, but it is only one step back.

Hebrews 2:1- “For this reason, it is imperative that we give much greater
attention to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should slip

away.”

It is difficult at best to resist the temptations and pull the world and the flesh

has on our spiritual walk towards God’s Kingdom. But God is on our side.



2 Peter 2:9- “The Lord knows how to rescue the godly out of temptation, and

to reserve the unrighteous to the day of judgment to be punished;”

Are we living a holy life or do we just go ahead and live like the rest of the

world?

1 Peter 1:16- “For it is written, “You be holy because I am holy.”

Are we living according to the Word of God (Deuteronomy 8;3, Matthew 4:4,

Luke 4:4) or are we still living according to the moralities of this age?

2 Corinthians 6:17- “Therefore, come out from the midst of them and be
separate,” says the Lord, “and touch not the unclean, and I will receive you;”
This is not a time for the child of God to get casual or relaxed. Choose your

circumstances wisely.

Revelation 3:16- “So then, because you are lukewarm, and are neither cold

nor hot, I will spew you out of My mouth.”



More than ever, we need to pay attention to our walk with God, our prayer
life, our heart, our attitude, our words, our circle of friends, and the way we

think and act.

Romans 3:10-11- “Exactly as it is written: “For there is not a righteous one—
not even one! There is not one who understands; there is not one who seeks

after God.”

Jesus said all these things must happen but don’t be afraid but rather be
encouraged because it’s just my “two-minute warning.” There is NO stadium

clock to stare at. Our best course of action is to prepare and be ready.

Mark 13:32-33- “But concerning that day and the hour, no one knows, not
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. Take heed, be

watching and praying. For you do not know when the time is coming.”

Christ is going to come for His church. He is coming for a church that has

neither spot, wrinkle nor blemish, He is coming for a church that has their



lamps filled with the Holy Spirit. He is coming for a church that has been
washed in the Blood of the Lamb, He is coming for a church that has been
baptized into his body, He is coming for a church that is looking for His

return. He is coming for us IF we are prepared according to His word.

This is not a worrisome thing to those who baptized into the Body of Christ

and are living for God by obeying and keeping His Commandments.

Psalm 106:3- “Blessed are those who keep judgment, and he who does

righteousness at all times.” By

Psalm 119:1-2- “Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of
the LORD. Blessed are they who keep His testimonies and who seek Him with

the whole heart.”

Proverbs 8:32-35- “And now therefore hearken unto me, O you children, for
blessed are those who keep my ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and do not

refuse it. Blessed is the man who hears me, watching daily at my gates, waiting



at the posts of my doors, For whoever finds me finds life and shall obtain

favor from the LORD.”

Revelation 19:9- “And he said to me, “Write: Blessed are those who are called
to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true

words of God.”

Revelation 22:14-15- “Blessed are those who keep His commandments, that
they may have the right to eat of the tree of life, and may enter by the gates
into the city.

But excluded are dogs, and sorcerers, and fornicators, and murderers, and

idolaters, and everyone who loves and devises a lie.”

We have been told. No whistles, no buzzers, no surprises. We can have hope

because He has told us. It’s a blessed hope!

Titus 2:13-14- “Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of
our Savior and great God, Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for us, so that
He might redeem us from all lawlessness, and might purify for Himself a

unique people, zealous of good works.”



It’s a comforting hope.

1 Peter 1:3- “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who,
according to His abundant mercy, has begotten us again unto a living hope

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead;”

It is a purifying hope.

1 John 3:2-3- “Beloved, now we are the children of God, and it has not yet
been revealed what we shall be; but we know that when He is manifested, we
shall be like Him, because we shall see Him exactly as He is. And everyone

who has this hope in him purifies himself, even as He is pure.”

If you want this kind of hope in your life you can have it. If you have had this
kind of hope in the past but no longer have it, you can get it back in your life.
Jesus Christ paid the price of this hope for us. So long as we live we can have

hope. We still have time today though to make our calling and election sure.



Colossians 1:27- “To whom God did will to make known what are the riches
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the

hope of glory;”

We may never hear a whistle warning us of only two minutes left in our lives.
Like Christ’s return, our time on Earth is unknown. The only “alarm” we
should want to hear is God’s last trumpet telling us it is time to awaken and
come and meet Christ in the air. Knowing what we know, why would anyone
want to play the same game again in a thousand years? The choice is yours.

Choose wisely. Amen.
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