
Seeking God’s Will

The Lord has had pity on me this week (and every other 
week along with His love, grace, and mercy) in that 
thoughts of our free will have been bouncing around in 
my head for a few days. When I read the article we just 
shared, it pointed the direction for this week’s lesson. 

1 Chronicles 28:9- “And you, Solomon my son, 
acknowledge the God of your father and serve Him with
a perfect heart and with a willing mind, for the LORD 
searches all hearts and understands all the 
imaginations of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will 
be found by you. But if you forsake Him, He will cast 
you off forever.”

We quite often mention the need for a humble and 
contrite heart to grow in our personal relationship with 
God the Father. It is the key to unlocking our steps 
towards our spiritual connection to our Creator. 



Psalm 34:18- “The LORD is near to the 
brokenhearted and saves those who are of a contrite 
spirit.”

Isaiah 66:2- “For all these things My hand has made, 
and these things came to be,” says the LORD. “But to 
this one I will look, to him who is of a poor and contrite 
spirit and who trembles at My Word.”

Romans 8:27- “And the One Who searches the hearts 
comprehends what the strivings of the Spirit are 
because it makes intercession for the saints according 
to the will of God.”

Like so many elements we need to build upon for 
spiritual growth, having the proper condition of our 
hearts is foundational. It will align us in loving God first, 
we will trust God in all things, and we willfully obey His 
word and Commandments. This alignment strengthens 
our capabilities in our efforts to overcome the obstacles
in our spiritual walk. 

Ephesians 6:6- “Not merely with eye service, as 
do pleasers of men; but as servants of Christ, doing the 
will of God from the heart.”



God has given us the power of our own free will. People
often wonder why God would have been so carless in 
turning humans loose to think for themselves. God 
wants us to love Him of our own free will. Certainly, He 
could have destroyed Satan and His rebellious followers
when they were cast out of Heaven, but the remaining 
Angels would have worshipped Him out of fear rather 
than willfully choosing to love Him. We certainly have a 
fear of God, but it is a reverent fear because of Who He 
is. His wonderful Majesty and strength are 
overwhelming to those who genuinely love and seek 
Him. 

Psalm 93:1- “The LORD reigns; He is clothed 
with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength. He 
clothed Himself and the world also is established; it 
shall not be moved.”

Many of the obstacles we encounter come from our 
own thoughts and actions. It is on the battleground of 
our own thinking that produces much of our conflicts 
and trials. Is it even possible for us to defeat and 
overcome these hurdles? We have the example of Jesus
Christ Who by His life, His word, and His example 
proved we can. 



John 16:33- “These things I have spoken to you, so that 
in Me you may have peace. In the world you shall have 
tribulation. But be courageous! I have overcome the 
world.” By His example and sinless life, He sought the 
will of God the Father in all He did. 

John 4:34- “Jesus said to them, “My meat is to do the 
will of Him Who sent Me, and to finish His work.”

John 5:30- “I have no power to do anything of Myself; 
but as I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just because I 
do not seek My own will but the will of the Father, Who
sent Me.”

John 6:38- “For I did not come down from heaven to do 
My own will, but the will of Him Who sent Me.”

Like our Savior, our greatest victory will come through 
surrender, the complete surrender of our thought life. 

I am not saying we are to become mindless drones or 
robots, but we can put every thought under submission 
to Him. Psalm 119:10- “With all my heart I have sought 
You; O let me not wander from Your commandments. 
Your word I have laid up in my heart, so that I might not
sin against You.”



2 Corinthians 10:3-5- “For although we walk in the flesh,
we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the overthrowing of strongholds, Casting down vain 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every thought into the obedience of 
Christ;”

I realize I might sound like a cracked record (for those 
old enough to know what a cracked record is) repeating 
a theme over and over again, but it is essential for any 
spiritual growth you must have the One-on-one 
relationship with God. When you know God, you know 
His word, you want to know Him more. You will seek 
Him and His will in all you do. As we are human and still
walking in the flesh, the constant pull of the world 
around us will have its influence on us…IF we let it. 



Jeremiah 17:9-10- “The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked; who can know it? I the 
LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give to 
each man according to his ways, according to the fruit 
of his doings.”

Knowing that our hearts can be deceitful, we have 
God’s word to stand upon and invoke when faced with 
trials and temptations just as Jesus Christ did when 
Satan tempted him. He did not need to box or square of
with Satan, He stood firmly in His faith and love for God 
the Father and quoted scripture to shut the mouth of 
the adversary. We can too. 

James 4:6-8- “But He gives greater grace. This is the 
reason it says, “God sets Himself against the proud, but 
He gives grace to the humble.” Therefore, submit 
yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts,
you double-minded!”



I wanted to include the verses before and after “resist 
the devil” as it supports the premise of the humble 
heart and drawing neared to God in our thoughts, not 
being double minded. 

It is important to quickly recognize who the source is 
when we come under attack. If you are like me, a lapse 
in memory of who I am in Christ Jesus will put me into a
boxing match with the enemy I cannot win, until I 
remember Who my boxing coach is. A knockout or TKO 
will soon follow. 

1 Thessalonians 5:18- “Give thanks in everything, for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

It takes submission and surrender to the will of God to 
put the enemy on the canvas. God allows these bouts to
get us in shape for the trip to the Kingdom. Remember, 
we are in training NOW for what lies ahead. 



Psalm 28:6-8- “Blessed is the LORD because He 
has heard the voice of my supplications. The LORD is my
strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I 
am helped. Therefore, my heart greatly rejoices, 
and with my song I will praise Him. The LORD is their 
strength, and He is the saving strength of His anointed.”

Ephesians 2:10- “For we are His workmanship, 
being created in Christ Jesus unto the good works 
that God ordained beforehand in order that we might 
walk in them.”As we are all human, it is important to 
remember that thoughts and temptations are not sin, 
They become sin when we give up and submit to them 
rather than stand against them in our faith and upon 
the Word of God. James 1:12-15- “Blessed is the man 
who endures trials because, after he has been proved, 
he shall receive a crown of life, which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him. Do not let anyone 
who is tempted say, “I am being tempted by God” 
because God is not tempted by evil, and He Himself 
tempts no one with evil. But each one is tempted when 
he is drawn away and is enticed by his own lust. And 
after lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 
when it is completely finished, brings forth death.”



When temptation and trials come our way, the decision 
to resist or submit is ours and ours alone. I always 
preferred the term “free will” over “free moral agency.”
Both mean the same, one sounding like a business. Both
deal with our right to enjoy civil and political liberty 
(our decisions/choices), free from outside domination 
or control from another (in this instance God will not 
force our choices although more than capable), capable 
of right and wrong action (give in to temptations and 
turn it into sin), and the agency being us through whom 
the power to decide is exercised. 

Just as an additional thought, while we may think we 
are making our free will choice, everything is God’s will. 
We can choose to reap rewards or consequences. God 
permits us to move about but will surround those called
individuals through the trials and lessons until they 
become reprobates. As we just read in James 1:13, God 
does not tempt anyone.



Titus 1:15-16- “To the pure, all things are pure; but to 
those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; 
rather, both their minds and consciences are defiled. 
They personally profess to know God, but in their works
they deny Him, being abominable and disobedient, 
and reprobate unto every good work.

God’s will is for us to become like His Son. It was His 
design at creation we should become like Him. 

Genesis 1:26- “And God said, “Let Us make man in Our 
image, after Our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of heaven and
over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that crawls upon the earth.” 

Romans 8:29- “Because those whom He did foreknow, 
He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of 
His own Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren.It is also the will of God that none 
should perish. 



2 Peter 3:9- “The Lord is not delaying the promise of His 
coming, as some in their own minds reckon delay; 
rather, He is longsuffering toward us, not desiring that 
any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.”

How magnificent is our God? If you are here today, God 
Himself has called you. It is not by chance.

John 6:44- “No one can come to Me unless the Father, 
Who sent Me, draws him; and I will raise him up at the 
last day.”



John 6:65- “And He said, “For this reason, I have said to 
you, no one can come to Me unless it has been given to 
him from My Father.” This is such a profound and 
amazing invitation. It wasn’t any tract or pamphlet 
handed out in a parking lot, an ad stuck under your 
windshield wiper, miracle spring water or other such 
gimmicks, it was the will of God the Father. Some may 
wonder what am I doing here? Why did I sign up for 
this? Well, this was a free will choice you made of your 
own desire. I have heard some say they wish they were 
not baptized as this road is not for the cowardly. This 
type of statement is dangerously close to a dip in the 
lake of fire. 

While it may fall short of such a consequence, God 
hears and KNOWS your hearts and the faucet of 
spiritual growth may be turned off until sincere 
repentance is completed. 

Remember too, that everyone’s walk with God is just 
that, their walk. It is not your walk; your will is not 
theirs. When we tend to fall into the trap of imposing 
our will upon others it can be a spiritual turnoff. You 
may be headed in the direction of the Pharisees. 



Matthew 23:13-14- “But woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows’ houses, 
and as a pretext you offer prayers of great length. 
Because of this, you shall receive the greater judgment. 
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
shut up the kingdom of heaven before men; for neither 
do you yourselves enter, nor do you allow those who 
are entering to enter.”

If you want to guide or teach others, use the word of 
God and be the example Jesus Christ set for all of us to 
follow. Otherwise, just shut up. I know that is blunt, but
our actions may have eternal implications for others 
and ourselves as well. We should never shoot our 
mouth off without having our brain loaded. 

James 3:1- “My brethren, do not many of you become 
teachers, knowing that we will receive more severe 
judgment;”



In seeking the will of God, we lay aside our own. We put
down our wishes and set aside our own pride. We 
submit to His guidance and direction willfully. Still in the
flesh, it usually is not easy or pleasant, but it is always 
for our best interests. We  may have had to make 
sacrifices of family or friends, separating from old 
traditions or holidays to replace them with keeping 
God’s Commandments and Holy Days as He instructs us 
in His word. As difficult as this may have been at the 
onset, God replaced them with His truth and His peace 
followed. It did not take long for the memories to fade 
and be replaced with the joy of doing God’s will. 

The greatest example of giving up free will occurred in 
the Garden of Gethsemane. It is here that the true 
freedom we enjoy and are privileged to be a part of was
made available to all mankind. 

Matthew 26:39- “And after going forward a little, He fell
on His face, praying, and saying, “My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as
I will, but as You will.” 



Matthew 26:42- “The second time He went again and 
prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cup cannot pass from 
Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.”

Luke 22:40-42- “And when He arrived at the place, He 
said to them, “Pray that you do not enter into 
temptation.” And He withdrew from them about a 
stone’s throw; and falling to His knees, He prayed, 
Saying, “Father, if You are willing to take away this cup 
from Me—; nevertheless, not My will, but Your will be 
done.”

Jesus surrendered His will to God the Father on the 
night of His betrayal and crucifixion. He fully trusted in 
God’s will for His life to be restored after being dead for 
three days and three nights. None of us has suffered 
unto death as He did. 

Hebrews 12:3-4- “Now meditate deeply on Him 
Who endured such great hostility of sinners against 
Himself so that you do not become weary and faint in 
your minds. You have not yet resisted to the point 
of losing blood in your struggle against sin.  Failing to 
trust in God and doing His will also has consequences.



Matthew 7:21- “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but the 
one who is doing the will of My Father, Who is in 
heaven.”

Seeking God’s will strengthens us in our faith to face the
trials and storms that may come. We may be 
confronting challenges on this very day or coming to a 
crossroad in our future. We can trust in God and seek 
His will and guidance to carry us through. If we 
diligently seek His will through prayer, fasting, and His 
word, He may just give the guidance you seek. 

Hebrews 10:36- “For you need to have endurance, 
so that, after you have done the will of God, you may 
receive the promise.”

1 John 2:17- “And the world and its lust is passing away,
but the one who does the will of God abides forever.”

God only wants the best for us, but we must give Him 
our best too. There is victory when we surrender our 
will and seek the will of God. Amen. 
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