Pride

It has been an interesting week. We have a new President and Vice President
sworn into office this past Tuesday. The new Cabinet nominees are presently
jumping through the “hoops” for Senate confirmation before they can assume

their new roles in the Government.

I must admit, I have watched the news more this week than I have in the last
couple of years. It is bewildering to see such division in people of the same
nation, who were elected to serve the citizens of our country. Within the first
four days, President Trump has accomplished no less than signing forty-seven
Executive Orders fulfilling numerous campaign promises. Deporting illegal
aliens who have committed violent criminal acts and securing our southern
border are at the top of the list. He also declared what God did at creation in

establishing only recognizing two genders.

He traveled Friday to the heavily flood-damaged area in North Carolina and

then on to Los Angeles to evaluate and meet with those affected by the



numerous destructive wildfires. He has done more in four days than the
previous administration did in four years. There was an air of mutual
cooperation even though there were members of the opposite party in

attendance.

He spoke with politicians from both parties and spoke as a leader on fixing
problems that could have been resolved months ago. Cutting through
bureaucratic red tape, assertiveness, and common sense are now prevalent
with our Commander-in-Chief. Seeing the progress and outreach of help to
those in need and a genuine concern for the American public definitely
restored a sense of national pride. Something that has been lacking within for
quite some time. It was reminiscent of the leadership under President Ronald
Reagan back in 1980. I honestly believe this election was Divinely
orchestrated. When Kamala Harris told a Christian he was at the wrong rally
and mocked God, He heard. Prayers were answered by closing the mouths of

the liars.



Psalm 31:18- “Let the lying lips be put to silence— the lips which speak

arrogantly against the righteous with pride and contempt.”

Feeling a sense of pride in seeing the America I grew up in, I thought about
what kind of pride or how sinful pride becomes. Not all pride is sin. According
to my go-to source, Merriam-Webster, pride has several definitions; it can be

the quality or state of being proud, reasonable self-esteem, confidence and self-

satisfaction in oneself, association, achievement, or possession that is seen as a

source of honor or respect, something that makes you feel proud.

None of these definitions fit the sinful nature of pride, but there is more to the
definition. The sinful aspects of pride enter in when pride becomes “an
exaggerated self-esteem, conceit. Self-elevation putting oneself above others

with arrogance, self-importance, and a sense of superiority.

There was also a reference to the “Pride” movement which celebrates and
affirms the alphabet pervert culture, which goes beyond conceit to being an

abomination to God Almighty.



Leviticus 18:22- “You shall not lie with mankind as with womankind. It is an

abomination 70 God.”

Leviticus 20:13- “If a man also lies with mankind, as he lies with a woman,
both of them have committed an abomination. They shall surely be put to

death. Their blood shall be upon them.”

Deuteronomy 22:5- “Anything that pertains to a man shall not be worn by a
woman, neither shall a man put a woman’s garment on. For all that do so are

abominable to the LORD your God.”

This covers the “transvestite” agenda as well. It is an argument they can have

someday with God.

Sinful pride is primarily the root of other sins, envy, wrath, greed, lust, and
idolatry. Satan’s original sin was pride as he elevated himself above the very

throne of God.



Ezekiel 28:17- “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you have
corrupted your wisdom by reason of your brightness. I will cast you to the

ground; I will lay you before kings, that they may behold you.”

Isaiah 14:11-14- “Your pride is brought down to the grave, and the noise of
your harps. The maggot is spread under you, and the worms cover you.” How
you are fallen from the heavens, O shining star, son of the morning! How you
are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! For you have said
in your heart, ‘I will ascend into the heavens, I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God; I will also sit upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of
the north. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most

High.’”

Isaiah 28:17- “And the pride of man shall be bowed down, and the
haughtiness of men shall be made low; and the LORD alone shall be exalted in

that day.”

Philippians 2:3- “Let nothing be done through contention or vainglory, but in

humility, each esteeming the others above himself.”



We saw how God dealt with Satan and his pride. Pride brings us into conflict
with God. Our focus on ourselves can exalt us in the direction of idolatry,
perhaps breaking one or more of His Commandments. We know if we break
one, we break them all (James 2:10). We can become so elevated in our
thinking, we can misinterpret scripture to defend our own privately held
beliefs, adding to, or taking away part of God’s word, such as Sabbath
observances, marriages, and so forth. Altering God’s word to fit our own
beliefs is addressed in Revelation 22:18-19. None of us want the plagues of

God’s word added to us nor the blessing taken away.

A genuine contrary property of pride is that a person does not have to be
intelligent, competent, or skilled to have it. Our own self-perception is enough.
If your favorite words are “I” and “Me” some reflection may be in order. In
team building and serving, “we” and “us” are more fitting.

John 7:18- “The one who speaks of himself is seeking his own glory; but He
Who seeks the glory of Him Who sent Him is true, and there is no

unrighteousness in Him.”

It goes back to the condition of the heart...the humble and contrite heart.



James 4:6- “But He gives greater grace. This is the reason it says, “God sets

Himself against the proud, but He gives grace to the humble.”

1 Peter 5:5-6- “In the same manner, you younger men be subject to the older
men; and all of you be subject to one another, being clothed with humility
because God sets Himself against #he proud, but He gives grace to the humble.
Be humbled therefore under the mighty hand of God so that He may exalt you

in due time;”

Self-pride is not sinful when we take a step back to reflect on something we
have achieved or accomplished. God wants us to feel good about ourselves in
such a way that our outward joy is visible. Especially when we recognize Him

for what we have achieved.

Proverbs 3:5-7- “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not to your

own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct

your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and depart from

evil.”



Feeling depressed or like a failure can have a ripple effect on those around us.
The old saying, “misery loves company” is true. Conversely, when we become
egotistical with self-achievement, we are putting ourselves above those around

us.

Romans 12:3- “For I say through the grace that was given to me, to everyone
who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think;
but to think with sound-mindedness, as God has divided to each one a

measure of faith.”

So many folks in business, academia, and politics can fall into this category
with titles and labels. Having broad knowledge does not always involve
wisdom. Nothing can be more evident than the last four years we have
endured with an administration that seemed bent on eroding the values of our

nation. Ignorance was a virtue and truth was non-existent.

1 Corinthians 8:1-2- “Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that
we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. But if anyone
thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet to the degree that he

ought to know.”



Galatians 6:3-4- “For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is

nothing, he is deceiving himself. But let each one prove his own work, and then

he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another;”

Even this wisdom can be twisted and misdirected depending on the condition

of your heart. There’s that heart thing yet again.

James 3:14-18- “But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your
heart, do not boast and lie against the Truth. This wisdom does not come
down from above, but is earthly, sensual and demonic; Because where bitter
envying and selfish ambition are, there is dissension and every evil thing. But
the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceful, gentle, reasonable, full of
mercy and good fruits, impartial and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of

righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.”

When we do achieve something of noteworthy importance, we must be careful
not to throw our arm out of socket patting ourselves on the back. Let God do

the exalting.



1 Samuel 2:3- “Talk no more so very proudly. Remove arrogance out of your
mouth, for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions are

weighed.”

Matthew 23:11-12- “But the greatest among you shall be your servant. And
whoever will exalt himself shall be humbled; and whoever will humble himself

shall be exalted.”

It may come as a shock, but just as the LBGTQXYZ (whatever) group is an

abomination to God, so is pride!

Proverbs 16:5- “Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the

LORD; though joined hand in hand, he shall not be unpunished.”

2 Corinthians 10:12- “But we dare not join ranks with or compare ourselves
with those who are commending themselves; for those who measure
themselves by themselves, and compare themselves with themselves, have no

understanding.”



There is no fine line between pride and sinful pride. It is painted with a wide
brush. God gives plenty of descriptions throughout His word of the

judgements against selfish pride.

Isaiah 2:12- “For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every proud and

haughty one, and upon every exalted one; and they shall be brought low,”

Isaiah 2:17- “And the pride of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness

of men shall be made low; and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.”

Pride can cause contentions within the church as a position can lead to
competition. Competing can be defined as rivalry which denotes division. This
mindset is ingrained in our early childhood, at least before “participation
trophies,” and is part of our American capitalistic way of life. “Get all you can
get,” “he who dies with the most toys wins,” “be all you can be,” and so on.
Motivation to have more than others yields greed, inflates egos, and elevates
self-importance. It is not difficult to know who the driving force behind this

pride and greed is.



1 John 2:16-17- “Because everything that is in the world—the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eyes, and the pretentious pride of physical life—is not from
the Father, but is from the world. And the world and its lust is passing away,

but the one who does the will of God abides forever.”

Pride influences us to do things that make no sense in the light of God’s truth.
Wasting time on meaningless arguments that could be spent on studying
God’s word. It can lead to arguments over scriptures not even pertaining to
salvational issues. Being right becomes more important than being righteous.

Definitely Satan’s system.

Pride can plug our sense of hearing to where we cannot hear reason. Sound
spiritual advice does not register in our hearts. We may hear it, but it goes in
one ear and out the other. I know we have all heard that phrase at one time or

another when being lectured by our parents.

Proverbs 13:10- “Only by pride comes contention, but with those who take

advice is wisdom.”

Pride, like lack of trust, will hinder our prayers and spiritual growth.



Job 35:12-13- “There they cry, but He gives no answer, because of the pride of
evildoers. Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty regard

it 2

Not hearing from God? Something to think about as we approach Passover.

Proverbs 28:25- “He who is of a proud heart stirs up strife, but he who puts

his trust in the LORD shall be enriched.”

Satan is not only the father of lies but the king of pride. The contention he

stirs up disrupts unity and causes confusion.

1 Corinthians 14:33- “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as

in all the churches of the saints.”

We need to examine ourselves to see where we may need to repent.
Distinguishing the inward condition of our hearts will keep us from moving in

the wrong direction.



Romans 14:17-19- “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking; rather, it is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit
Because the one who serves Christ in these things is well pleasing to God and
acceptable among men. So then, we should pursue the things of peace and the

things that edify one another.”

This sums up our walk towards the Kingdom. Serving one another, edifying
one another, and pursuing peace is possible only if we are not puffed up on
ourselves. God does not care how many books you have read, pamphlets you
hand out, songs you sing, bake sales you have, He wants us to be in the image
of His Son. We can have a humble pride in knowing that we are in alignment
with the will of God and being obedient to His word and the calling we have

been blessed with.

Isaiah 66:2- “For all these things My hand has made, and these things came to
be,” says the LORD. “But to this one I will look, to him who is of a poor and

contrite spirit and who trembles at My Word.”

Matthew 5:3- “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of

heaven.”



Humble pride can motivate us in the right direction, to please God in all
aspects of our life. Sinful pride brings contention and strife not only with
others but with our spiritual condition. Our humility will maintain our focus
on our journey and God’s righteousness will give us the peace and joy we

seek. Amen.
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