Life Abundant

It has been a horrific week for the residents in Los Angeles,
California with the wildfires still raging. Several thousand homes
have been burned to the ground and at least eleven lives have been
lost. Our friends Byron and Kathy Norrod are among those who lost
their home. They were blessed to have escaped physical harm by the

grace of God.

We have seen continuous news reports of the lack of action by
authorities and their gross incompetence. Shuffling the blame is par
for the course and the excuses are stacking up. The Santa Ana
Winds are common for this area and can occur throughout the year,
not just the fall. It is a known annual occurrence and should come as
no surprise to anyone who lives in California. Lack of leadership
and preparation are foundational causes for sure. Perhaps another
reason that has not been mentioned is God’s judgment? Just a

thought...



This thought would prompt responses such as, “how or why would a
loving God allow that to happen?” Remember Sodom and
Gomorrah? God saved the righteous Lot and his family. God is no
respecter of persons and parts of California resemble a modern-day

Sodom.

Matthew 5:44-45- “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those
who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those
who despitefully use you and persecute you, So that you yourselves

may be the children of your Father Who is in heaven; for He causes

His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just

and on the unjust.”

It is tragic that anyone would lose their entire home and belongings.
Many stories in the press are of the all the movie stars losing their
palatial mansions, art collections, and lavish possessions. Just a
reminder, there are still flood victims in some eastern states that are

living in tents this winter.



I wanted to mention this story as the way the press covered the loss
of the rich and their focus on the huge monetary loss and abundance
of possessions. If Jesus Christ came so that we would have abundant

life, why is so much being taken away?

John 10:10- “The thief does not come except to steal and kill and
destroy. I have come so that they may have life and may have it

more abundantly.”

Christ did exactly what He came to do. As always, Satan has
perverted the meaning along with the mindset of mankind that
“abundant” equates to wealth, fun and possessions. Merriam-
Webster defines abundant as: existing or occurring in substantial
amounts, great plenty, and amply supplied. The Greek word ,
“perisson” translated in this scripture does not refer specifically to
eternal life or possessions, but rather to a fuller and richer life here

and now. The prophets and writers of the Bible, inspired by God’s



Holy spirit, did not dwell on riches or having fun as so many believe

that what this means.

The problem arises when discussing this perception due to the
apparent bias of the term "abundant." What is abundant living for
one person may be completely unsatisfying for another. A wealthy
“jetsetter” with an aggressive type A personality, into adrenalin
junkie sports may not be fulfilled in sitting on a porch reading a
book in a rocking chair. Someone who is retired might just enjoy the

porch as opposed to the whirlwind lifestyle.

Thinking on what God says encompasses life requires us to draw
closer to Him to gain His perspective. When we uncover His
interpretation of living, we will have a better understanding of what
abundant life really is. Looking at most folks in God’s Church,
prestige, wealth, power, and status are not high on god list of

priorities for abundant life. There is nothing wrong or sinful with



any of these and few are blessed in these capacities, but their hearts

will be in alignment with God if they are in His church.

1 Corinthians 1:26-29- “For you see your calling, brethren, that
there are not many who are wise according to the flesh, not many
who are powerful, not many who are high-born among you. Rather,
God has chosen the foolish things of the world, so that He might put
to shame those who are wise; and God has chosen the weak things of
the world so that He might put to shame the strong things. And the
low-born of the world, and the despised has God chosen—even

the things that are counted as nothing—in order that He might
bring to nothing the things that are; So that no flesh might glory in

His presence.”

We all tend to remain in the same state in which we were called.



1 Corinthians 7:20-24- “Let each one abide in the calling in which he
was called.

Were you called as a slave? Don’t let yourself fret. But if you are
able to become free, by all means do so. For he who has been called
in the Lord, though he be a slave, is a free man in the Lord. In the
same way also, he who has been called as a free man is a slave of
Christ; For you were bought with a price. Do not become slaves of
man. Brethren, in whatever state each one was called, let him

remain in that with God.”

Jesus defines the most biblical definition of life, mainly eternal life,

in John.

John 17:3- “For this is eternal life, that they may know You, the

only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom You did send.”

Jesus does not mention money, wealth, possessions, or status, but

His focus is on knowing God. God's meaning of abundant life is



eternal, unlike fun which can disappear or fade after the event is
over. Even fun has taken on new meanings in our present society.
Getting likes on social media, being a Tik-Tok influencer, partying,
doing drugs or elicit sexual perversions are considered “fun” by
some. This temporary short-sighted fun is hardly what the Biblical
meaning entails. One of the reasons Jesus came to Earth was to

reveal God the Father to us.

Christ promises us a life that is far better than we could ever

imagine.

1 Corinthians 2:9-12- “But according as it is written, “7The eye has

not seen, nor the ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of

man, the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” But

God has revealed them to us by His Spirit, for the Spirit searches
all things—even the deep things of God. For who among men

understands the things of man except by the spirit of man which is in



him? In the same way also, the things of God no one understands
except by the Spirit of God. Now we have not received the spirit of
the world, but the Spirit that is of God, so that we might know the

things graciously given to us by God;”

Ephesians 3:20- “Now to Him Who is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to

the power that is working in us,”

Jesus was teaching about the fullness of life we can have here on
earth based on living a life of service and obedience. These things

bring about a feeling of fulfillment and deep inward peace.

Ephesians 3:16-19- “That He may grant you, according to the riches

of His glory, to be strengthened with power by His Spirit in the

inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; And that

being rooted and grounded in love, you may be fully able to



comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and

depth and height, And to know the love of Christ, which surpasses

human knowledge; so that you may be filled with all the fullness of

God.

Philippians 4:6-7- “Do not be anxious about anything; but by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known to God in everything; And the peace of God, which

surpasses all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your

thoughts in Christ Jesus.”

The Bible contains the very heart and mind of God. Reading,
studying, and living God’s word discloses God’s will on the
important matter of life. Growing closer to God in our personal
relationship will bring about an eye-opening awareness those
“playing church” will never experience. Seeing God in all of His
creation around us, seeking His wisdom in every aspect of our lives

will increase His Holy spirit within us. Understanding the thoughts



and attitudes He is trying to teach us though His Bible will follow.
Insight of His creation purpose for our lives will in time become

clear.

Focusing on our Creator and His creation purpose for us, also gives
us a sense of revelation and vision for our own lives. Keeping God's
law brings an inward peace and does make one happy in that
particularly important way.

Proverbs 29:18- “Where there is no vision, the people perish; but

happy is he who keeps the law.”

It is inspiring knowing that keeping God’s Commandments and
Holy Days is imparted with God’s overall plan for humanity. It says

right in this verse that one who keeps His law is "happy."

Many people beating tambourines and running up down the isles
are misled into believing this is abundant life. They are overjoyed

with being “born again” and “saved.” How sad it would be for them



to awaken in the Second Resurrection and realize they missed the

tremendous opportunity we have been given.

We mentioned earlier that people who just seek after more money
and more “fun” finds out that neither one will bring them sincere
happiness or fulfillment. The drive to “get more” to satisfy the urge

for contentment only leads to more hollowness.

Matthew 6:25-30- “Because of this I say to you, do not be anxious
about your life as 0o what you shall eat and what you shall drink;
nor about your body as fo what you shall wear. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing? Observe the birds of heaven:
they do not sow, neither do they reap, nor do they gather into
granaries; and your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much
better than they? But who among you, by taking careful thought, is
able to add one cubit to his stature? And why are you anxious about
clothing? Observe the lilies of the field, how they grow: they do not

labor, nor do they spin; But I say to you, not even Solomon in all his



glory was arrayed as one of these. Now if God so arrays the grass of
the field, which today is and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall He

not much rather clothe you, O you of little faith?”

Our life abundant comes from the inner peace of knowing God and
being part of His true plan of salvation. We know we have Jesus
Christ as our Intercessor to the very throne of God. Our thoughts
and our prayers are known and heard; He knows the desires of our

hearts.

Psalm 37:4-5- “Delight yourself in the LORD, and He shall give you
the desires of your heart. Commit your way unto the LORD; trust

also in Him, and He will bring it to pass.”

Philippians 4:11- “I am not saying this in respect to being destitute;
for I have learned that in whatever circumstances 1 am, to be

content.”



Philippians 4:19- “But my God will supply all your need according

to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

There is nothing wrong with seeking to better ourselves. God knows
our hearts and our motives. He also knows our wants and our needs.

God will bless us with these things if we seek Him and His way of life

first.

Matthew 6:32-34- “For the nations seek after all these things. And
your heavenly Father knows that you have need of all these things.
But as for you, seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to you. Therefore, do not be
anxious about tomorrow; for tomorrow shall take care of the things

of itself. Sufficient for the day is the evil of that day.”

Most people in Protestant Churches treat God and His spirit like a

genie in a bottle. They will only call upon Him when they want



something. They twist scripture to support this belief that they can
ask for anything, and they will get it.

John 16:23-24- “And in that day you shall ask Me nothing. Truly,
truly I tell you, whatever you shall ask the Father in My name, He
will give you. Until this day, you have asked nothing in My name.
Ask, and you shall receive, that your joy may be full.”

Well, we can ask God for anything, but it will fall under the scrutiny
of His will and His best interests for our lives, especially our

spiritual walk with Him.

When we learn to love God first, The Greatest Commandment from
Matthew 22:36-38, we can focus on our Creator as the center of our
existence. When we approach and view our lives from this
perspective, our inner peace is enhanced along with a sense of
purpose. We begin to want to please God in all parts of our lives.

Again, the peace we experience enhances our obedience.



We are told that if we learn to live in obedience to His laws, we will

be blessed in many ways.

Deuteronomy 28:1-2- “And it shall come to pass, if you shall
hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD your God to observe
and to do all His commandments which I command you today, the
LORD your God will set you on high above all nations of the earth.
And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you if you

will obey the voice of the LORD your God.”

There is a whole list of blessings to follow in Deuteronomy 28. The
Bible is loaded with scripture that supports the promises of God.
Equally, there are plenty to warn of the consequences for

disobedience as well.

Deuteronomy 30:19- “I call heaven and earth to record this day

against you that I have set before you life and death, blessing and




cursing. Therefore, choose life, so that both you and your seed may

live,”

John 6:53- “It is the Spirit that gives life; the flesh profits nothing.

The words that I speak to you, they are spirit and they are life.”

Psalm 16:11- “You will make known to Me the path of life; in Your
presence is fullness of joy. At Your right hand are

pleasures forevermore.”

Psalm 19:8-11- “The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the
heart; the commandments of the LORD are pure, enlightening

the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the
judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether, More to
be desired than gold, yea, much fine gold; sweeter also than honey
and the honeycomb. Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; in

keeping them there is great reward.”



Reaching fulfillment for an abundant life in Christ, we no longer
spend our time lusts of the flesh, but for the will of God. We once
walked in darkness but have been called out from this world into
His marvelous light. We may have had some criticism from old
friends or even family members over our decision to walk withing

God’s truth and commit to His way of life. That’s okay.

1 Peter 4:2-4- “To this end: that he no longer live his remaining time
in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. For the past
time of our lives is sufficient to have worked out the will of the
Gentiles, when we ourselves walked in licentiousness and lusts, and
were debauched with wine, carousing, drinking and wanton
idolatries. In seeing this difference in your behavior, they are
astonished zhat you do not rush with them into the same overflowing

debauchery, and they revile you.”



The things we thought we would miss, faded away and were
replaced with God’s purpose and direction. Divine perspective has
given us a new way of seeing the world around us; clarity instead of
confusion, contentment instead of chaos, peace instead of doubt. It
has also given us a new sense of responsibility to please God rather
than man. His way of life simply overwhelms the seemingly
burdensome duties and constraints. There is no comparison to the

old way of life.

John 15:10-11- “If you keep My commandments, you shall live in
My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and live in
His love. These things I have spoken to you, in order that My joy

may dwell in you, and that your joy may be full.”

1 John 2:17- “And the world and its lust is passing away, but the one

who does the will of God abides forever.”



Has your life been more abundant and fulfilling since coming to
God’s truth and living His way of life? Have you noticed a change
since keeping His Commandments and Holy Days? Are you bearing
spiritual fruit? Even if you haven’t won the lottery has your life
changed for the better? Or do you feel things were better the way
they used to be? If that is the case, you may need a change of

perspective, especially if you have been baptized.

Every Sabbath we are blessed to have a day set aside at creation for
our benefits that we can commune and fellowship with God, our
brethren, and our families. It may not be skydiving, but we are
being obedient to our Creator and His commandments. Qur eternal
life is not based on how long we have been “in the church” but by
our relationship with God. The abundant life God offers us is
through Jesus Christ, His teachings and growing in His image. It is
not about how many verses you can recite, how many hymns you

sing or how many books you read, it has nothing to do with quantity



but quality. When you truly know and are walking with God you

will strive to grow even closer.

Whether we are rich or poor, it is not an indication of our right
standing with God. He does desire for us to prosper in all things, but

He wants it to be in alignment with His perfect will.

3 John 1:2-4- “Beloved, I personally am praying for you, that in all
respects you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul is
prospering. For I rejoiced exceedingly at the coming of the brethren
who testified of you in the truth, even how you are walking in truth.
I do not have any greater joy than these testimonies that I am

hearing—that my children are walking in truth.”

Life abundant revolves around our direct relationship with God and
His Son Jesus Christ. Growing in likeness, wisdom and knowledge is
a process in our preparation for His coming Kingdom. Knowing this

opens our hearts, minds, and our eyes to see the world in a whole



new perspective. Look for God in all things and see things from His
viewpoint. Nothing is more rewarding; our lives are truly worth

living as the best is yet to come!

Romans 15:13- “May the God of hope fill you now with all joy and
peace in believing that you may abound in hope and in the power of

the Holy Spirit.”
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