Knowing Isn’t Just Knowing (Part Two)

Last week we discussed “Knowing Isn’t Just Knowing” which emphasized
that keeping the Sabbath, Holy Days and knowing God’s word does not
automatically qualify that you know God personally. Knowing how clever the
deception tactics of the enemy can be, we must continue in our inward

reflections. How can we know God more?

We prep each year prior to the Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread with
deep internal soul searching to ensure we are prepared to participate in our
annual covenant renewal. The deeper we dig into ourselves, the more we find

out just how much work there is to do.

While it is not a simple journey, God gives us all the tools we need for change
in the example of His Son Jesus Christ, through scripture in His word, and
understanding through the gift of His Holy Spirit. As shared in past lessons,

God is a God of order and sequence. Even His Ten Commandments are



arranged in perfect order. To shine some light in the direction, we will begin

there.

Exodus 20:1-3- “And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD
your God, Who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of

bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me.”

It doesn’t get any plainer than that. Period. God is first in our lives. This is so

vital that Jesus repeats this commandment with emphasis in Matthew 22.

Matthew 22:36-38- “Master, which commandment is the great commandment

in the Law?” And Jesus said to him,” ‘You shall love the Lord your God with

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first

and greatest commandment;”

We know all of God’s Commandments are essential. To highlight the

sequential importance of this commandment, if we are keeping the Sabbath
but do not love God first, the effort is pointless. Not that Sabbath keeping is
insignificant, we must be keeping it in the proper spirit. Conversely, thinking

you love God and disobey His Sabbaths and Holy Days is equally destructive.



James 2:10- “For if anyone keeps the whole law, but sins in one aspect, he
becomes guilty of all.”

Getting to know God and Who He is, we need to know how He thinks about
each of His commands. Knowing the first four commandments tell us how we
are to love God. The remaining six commandments teach us how to treat our
fellow man. Jesus again, simplifies all Ten Commandments with His follow-up

to Matthew 22:36-38.

Matthew 22:39-40- “And the second one is like it: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the Law and the

Prophets.”

Keeping things straightforward eliminates any guess work. Understanding

God’s love and our love for Him, shows us how He wants us to be in our walk

with Him. It goes beyond of what we merely do. Understanding that God is love

lays the foundation to build our relationship with Him.

1 John 4:6-8- “We are of God; the one who knows God listens to us; the one
who is not of God does not listen to us. By this means we know the Spirit of the

truth and the spirit of the deception. Beloved, we should love one another



because love is from God; and everyone who loves has been begotten by God
and knows God. The one who does not love does not know God because God is

love.”

All too often, people believe that because they are following the “rules” they
are complying. This is nothing new as Jesus chastised the Pharisees in

Matthew 23.

Matthew 23:23- “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay
tithes of mint and anise and cummin, but you have abandoned the more
important matters of the law—judgment, and mercy and faith. These you were

obligated to do, and not to leave the others undone.”

We tend to conduct ourselves much in the same way. Going through the
motions or routines of duty thinking we deserve recognition, higher status, or

title. We do out of love for God first and others before ourselves. We are not to

be self-seeking for notoriety or recognition. If this is your thinking, time to
repent and re-think where you are on your journey to the Kingdom. You may

have gotten of at the wrong exit.



Jeremiah 9:23-24- “Thus says the LORD, “Do not let the wise man glory in his
wisdom, nor let the mighty man glory in his might; do not let the rich man
glory in his riches; But let him who glories glory in this, that he understands
and knows Me, that I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, justice, and
righteousness, in the earth; for in these I delight,” says the LORD.”

In addition to revealing the Father to us, paying for our sins, and setting the
example for us to follow, Christ came to fulfill the spiritual intent within the

law.

Matthew 5:16-18- “ In the same way also, you are to let your light shine before
men, so that they may see your good works, and may glorify your Father Who
is in heaven. Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until
the heaven and the earth shall pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no way

pass from the Law until everything has been fulfilled.”

There is much more to understanding God’s word than ink on a page. There
is a ripple effect like throwing a rock in a calm lake. Spiritual associations
within His Commandments enhance our insight, discernment, and broadens

our understanding. Because of Jesus Christ, every commandment now has an



intensified meaning. We no longer look at a single line, but the Divine values

included in every word.

Matthew 5:21-22- “You have heard that it was said to those in ancient times,
‘You shall not commit murder; but whoever commits murder shall be subject
to judgment.’ But I say to you, everyone who is angry with his brother
without cause shall be subject to judgment. Now you have heard it said,
‘Whoever shall say to his brother, “Raca,” shall be subject to the judgment of
the council.’ But 7 say to you, whoever shall say, ‘You fool,” shall be subject to

the fire of Gehenna.”

Jesus is telling us to be aware of the associated actions that can lead to
murder. The inward thoughts in the heart. Anger, rage, resentment, jealousy,

and envy are all “lesser included” in the offense.

Matthew 5:27-30- “You have heard that it was said to those in ancient times,
‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you, everyone who looks upon a
woman to lust after her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
So then, if your right eye shall cause you to offend, pluck it out and cast it

from you; for it is better for you that one of your members should perish than



that your whole body be cast into Gehenna. And if your right hand shall cause
you to offend, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is better for you that one of
your members should perish than that your whole body be cast into

Gehenna.”

Again, Jesus is saying to recognize the emotions and thoughts that open the

door to temptation and sin and ultimately, death.

James 1:13-16- “Do not let anyone who is tempted say, “I am being tempted
by God” because God is not tempted by evil, and He Himself tempts no one
with evil.

But each one is tempted when he is drawn away and is enticed by his own lust.
And after lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is
completely finished, brings forth death. Do not deceive yourselves, my beloved

brethren.”

The warning to be aware of the negative attitudes will keep our minds more
focused on growing in God’s word and submitting ourselves to His will. In

loving Him more, He will draw closer to us.



James 4:6-8- “But He gives greater grace. This is the reason it says, “God sets
Himself against the proud, but He gives grace to the humble.” Therefore,
submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw
near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners,

and purify your hearts, you double-minded!”

In getting to know God, we must get to know His word. It reflects His will and

His mind.

2 Timothy 3:16-17- “All Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for
doctrine, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; So

that the man of God may be complete, fully equipped for every good work.”

Seeking God in all things will produce spiritual growth if we do so with the
right frame of heart. There’s that heart thing again. In knowing God, He will
reveal His creation purpose to us. The more we seek Him, the more He will
reveal. It is not complicated but conquering our human faults takes work. It

requires all our heart.



Jeremiah 29:11-13- “For I know the purposes which I am purposing for you,’
says the LORD; ‘purposes of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a
hope. Then you shall call on Me, and you shall go and pray to Me, and I will

hearken to you. And you shall seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me

with all your heart.”

Psalm 119:34- “Give me understanding, that I may keep Your law and

observe it with all my heart.”

Hebrews 4:12- “For the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of both soul and
spirit, and of both the joints and the marrow, and is able to discern the

thoughts and intents of the heart.”

Meditate on the spiritual inferences of God’s laws. Look for God’s mind of
love in His word. Go beyond the words on a page and get to know Who the
Author is. In understanding God’s love our relationship will grow. In living
what we learn, our personal experience will add to our witness. We can be the
“eyewitness” we mentioned in “Hearsay.” Our prayer life, joy, and peace will

grow. We will begin to bear fruit.



Isaiah 43:10- “You are My witnesses,” says the LORD, “and My servant

whom I have chosen; that you may know and believe Me and understand that

I am He. Before Me, no God was formed, nor shall there be after Me.”

All of God’s word is necessary for coming to know Him. It will only happen if

you seek Him first because you love Him first.

Proverbs 8:17- “I love those who love me; and those who seek me early shall

find me.”

To know God is much more than words. It is action, devotion, and greatest of

all is love from a pure heart.

Ephesians 1:17-18- “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
Him. And may the eyes of your mind be enlightened in order that you may
comprehend what is the hope of His calling, and what are the riches of the

glory of His inheritance in the saints,” Amen.
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