
Knowing Isn’t Just Knowing

We have discussed developing a personal relationship with God numerous 

times over the past couple of years and how important it is to our spiritual 

growth. It may seem a bit repetitious, but the need exists to dig a little deeper 

on the meaning. We often use words that have a blanket application in 

describing assorted items, actions, people, etc. Most used within the “church” 

is “Christian.” People think that because they believe in God they are a 

Christian. Belief in this sense is only a frame of mind. We know that to qualify

for such a title goes far beyond belief. 

James 2:19- “Do you believe that God is one? You do well to believe this. Even 

the demons believe—and tremble in fear.”

Demons are as much a Christian as Katy Perry is an astronaut. The world has

been deceived for so long perception is now reality and truth is discarded. 

The word know is used as a verb in numerous ways to infer knowledge of 

something. If you know a fact or information or an answer, it is something 



you have accurately in your mind. If you know someone, it means you are 

familiar with them, or met them, or even talked with them. I know three past 

Presidents of the United States, but I do not “know” them. I have never had a 

meal with them or discussed anything personal with them. I am sure everyone

understands. 

If you say you know “of” something, it means you have heard of it, even 

though you may have no direct knowledge of the subject or matter. We can 

know about subjects, languages, skills, or just about anything on Earth 

without being a complete expert on the matter. There are, however, many who

know a whole lot about nothing.

The fundamental difference between knowing about or of God and knowing 

God is how personal our love and devotion to Him sincerely is. Because we 

can say we “know” about Him, His word, His Son, and His commandments 

does not make it personal. We can get so caught up in reading or listening 

about God from others, we neglect to make the efforts for ourselves. We end 

up knowing about Him but have no direct experience   with   Him. Bible study 

becomes something to do to fill our minds with scripture and miss the mark in

its true purpose, to connect in a relationship with Him and get to know God 



directly. If you genuinely want to know Him, fill your hearts with His word 

and not just your mind. 

I recall one of the TV preachers for years ago, Jack Van Impe, used to quote 

scriptures like a machine gun. He could nearly recite the Bible chapter and 

verse. But like so many who think they know, he didn’t live it according to 

God’s way. 

Van Impe, like most TV preachers and even those in God’s own church have a

certain  zeal when trying to share God’s word. Missing the bond with God, 

they may tend to act out of the flesh. Having the spiritual connection to God 

personally lets His righteousness to shine forth. 

Romans 10:1-3- “Brethren, the earnest desire of my heart and my 

supplication to God for Israel is for salvation. For I testify of them that they 

have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For they, being ignorant 

of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own 

righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.”



It is quite easy to let a flood of knowledge get in the way of knowing truth, 

especially if self-pride has any influence. God did not care an ounce how much

scripture Jack knew if He did not do as He instructed.

1 Corinthians 8:1-3- “Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that 

we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. But if anyone 

thinks that he knows     anything, he knows nothing yet to the     degree that he   

ought to know. But if anyone loves God, he is known     by Him  .”

The key in that scripture is “loves God.” We know this is referring to the 

Greatest Commandment. 

Matthew 22:36-37- “Master, which commandment is the great commandment 

in the Law?” And Jesus said to him,” ‘You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first 

and greatest commandment;”

This is the first and most crucial step in developing an intimate relationship 

with God. The promise of God’s word is that we can know God in this manner



as it is His desire for each of His called. He wants us to know Him as we will 

be sharing this relationship for all eternity. 

Personal relationships come from personal experience and interactions. It 

cannot come second hand. We recently discussed “Hearsay” and how the 

importance of an eyewitness and firsthand knowledge is to the truth. Why is it

so difficult for people to grasp this concept? 

Isaiah 44:18- “They know not nor understand; for He has shut their eyes so 

that they cannot see; and their hearts so that they cannot understand.”

People inherently do not want to know God. Pride, hidden sin, giving 

something up, an endless list of excuses but God’s word clarifies it neatly. 

Jeremiah 17:9-10- “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 

wicked; who can know it? I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even 

to give to each man according to his ways, according to the fruit of 

his doings.”



Romans 8:7-8 “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not 

subject to the law of God; neither indeed can it be. But those who are in the 

flesh cannot please God.”

The efforts we make in any relationship must be direct. There are instances 

where people can introduce someone to another but the development of any 

association beyond the introduction will fall upon the individual’s efforts and 

desire to know someone further. Interaction will reveal individual 

characteristics to the parties involved and the connection can grow. We have 

the ability to grow in our relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 

John 7:28-29- “Then Jesus spoke out, teaching in the temple and saying, “You

know Me, and you also know where I come from; yet I have not come of 

Myself; but He Who sent Me is true, Whom you do not know. But I know Him

because I am from Him, and He sent Me.”

John 8:19- “Then they said to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered,

“You know neither Me nor My Father. If you had known Me, you would also 

have known My Father.” 



John 10:27-28- “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 

Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish forever; and no 

one shall take them out of My hand.”

Jesus not only came to Earth to heal, teach, and pay our sin debt, He came to 

reveal the Father to us and how we can have a relationship with Him.

John 17:3- “For this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ, Whom You did send.”

Loving God first, trusting Him, and obeying His Commandments are part of 

our journey and the sanctification process. We must have the spiritual 

connection in all areas of our walk. To omit the spiritual intent within God’s 

word, the Bible becomes nothing more than words on a page. We are warned 

in scripture of the consequences of failing to know God. 

Jeremiah 4:22- “For My people are foolish; they have not known Me; they are

stupid children, and they have no understanding. They are wise to do evil, but 

to do good they have no knowledge.”



Jeremiah 9:3- “And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies. But they 

are not valiant for the truth on the earth; for they go from evil to evil, and 

they do not know Me,” says the LORD.”

Knowing God is a call to righteousness. 

1 Corinthian 15:34- “Awake to righteousness, and do not sin, for some of you 

do not have the knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.”

To engage in the One on one with God, we must get to know Him. I realize 

this may be getting old, but if you have plateaued or stopped growing 

altogether, look at this condition carefully. 

1 John 2:3-6- “And by this standard we know that we know Him: if we keep 

His commandments. The one who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. On the other hand, if 

anyone is keeping His Word, truly in this one the love of God is being 

perfected. By this means we know that we are in Him. Anyone who claims to 

dwell in Him is obligating himself also to walk even as He Himself walked.”



You can hear about God all day long, but until you get your person from the 

bench and make the effort yourself, you are simply playing church. You do 

not know Him and sadly, He will not know you. 

Matthew 7:22-23- “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy through Your name? And did we not cast out demons through Your 

name? And did we not perform many works of power through Your name?’ 

And then I will confess to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from Me, you who 

work lawlessness.’”

God tells us about Himself in scripture. He shows us who He is through His 

Son Jesus Christ. Dig into His word personally. Read it and study it for 

yourself. Pray without ceasing. Talk to God daily, not just once or twice, but 

as you would with your best friend because He is much more than that. Open 

your heart to what He reveals through your prayer and study. Live your life 

according to His word and seek His will in all things.

Look for His word in action in your life. Look for Him in all of His creation 

about you. Look for Him in the storms and the trials. Listen for His still small 

voice when you seek His guidance. May God be your “go to source” first in all 



things. The greatest victory you will ever have is when you surrender 

completely to God. Seek Him while we still have time. 

Ephesians 1:17-18- “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 

Him. And may the eyes of your mind be enlightened in order that you may 

comprehend what is the hope of His calling, and what are the riches of the 

glory of His inheritance in the saints,” Amen.
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