Inward vs. OQutward

This is not the regular weekly essay, but it is along the same topic. The current
essay is not really current either as most of the available writings on
celebrating Christmas from CGG are on-line and you can read them anytime.
While this too may be a rerun, it will be directed at some of our newer
attendees and young adults. “Celebrating a Lie” is aptly named as once God’s
truth has been presented and exposes the lie, to continue to keep it tells God

what He already knows about you.

But lying seems to be an issue these days if not the accepted norm. So, what
could be wrong with celebrating the birth of Christ? To share “peace on
earth?” It’s “all for the children...” Even the lie has been perverted with all
the Santa Claus bunk and the contest to see who can max out their charge
cards fastest. Too many people are so caught up in lying they have a tough
time telling the truth. But God takes lying quite serious as He wrote it down

for us in stone.

Exodus 20:16- “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”



If you break one Commandment, you break them all.

James 2:9-10- “But if you have respect of persons, you are practicing sin,

being convicted by the law as transgressors; For if anyone keeps the whole

law, but sins in one aspect, he becomes guilty of all.”

It goes even beyond being one of His Commandments.

Proverbs 6:16- “These six things the LORD hates; yea, seven are an

abomination unto Him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood, A heart that plots wicked imaginations, feet that are swift in

running to evil, A false witness who speaks lies, and he who sows discord

among brethren.”

When God says something once, that is sufficient. When He says it twice in the
same verse, you may want to commit it to memory, write it in your heart, or

on your forehead if that will help.

What happens when God hates things? He gives us a reminder of the outcome

so we can choose to avoid it.




Revelation 21:8- “But the cowardly, and unbelieving, and abominable, and

murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall

have their part in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone; which is the

second death.”

It does not get any purer than that. With all of the social media platforms and
profile choices, especially dating sites, people can be anyone or anything they
choose to be. So often, they post altered photos and “doctor” their profiles to
make themselves something they are not, other than a liar. Even if they are
caught in a lie and betray trust, there is no immediate consequence. Just

delete the profile and make up a new one.

Sadly, the one that gets lied to the most is themselves. Not all liars actually
know they are a liar. They can be blinded by ego or self-pride, or even

outward appearance. Not to worry though, God knows them inside and out.

1 Samuel 16:7- “But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his face, nor
on his height because I have refused him, for #he LORD does not see as man

sees; for man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the

heart.”



There’s the heart thing again. Remember about being said twice? Heart is
used in scripture in excess of twenty-four hundred times. It is the key to
knowing the will of God for your life and the pathway to salvation through

Jesus Christ.

1 Chronicles 28:9- “And you, Solomon my son, acknowledge the God of your
father and serve Him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind, for the
LORD searches all hearts and understands all the imaginations of the
thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by you. But if you forsake Him,

He will cast you off forever.”

Psalm 44:21- “Shall not God search this out? For He knows the secrets of the

heart.”

There is a major difference between the “inward” and the “outward” self. As
usual, I let Merriam-Webster weigh in on the definitions to see if there are any
spiritual undertones. The definition of “inward” is simply: situated on the
inside, of or relating to the mind or spirit. We know our heart is on the inside,

so it does not require any over thinking. The definition of “outward” also does



not require a PhD: situated on the outside, of or relating to the body or to

appearances rather than to the mind or the inner life.

We just read in 1 Samuel 16:7 that outward appearances don’t matter at all
because it’s the heart that God examines. It’s an inward matter of heart that
God looks for, our attitude and our motives. Qur outward appearance may

fool people, and we can go unnoticed in our lies, but God sees through them.

Matthew 23:27-28- “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
are like whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful on the outside, but
within are full of the bones of the dead, and of all uncleanness. Likewise, you
also outwardly appear to men 70 be righteous, but within you are full of

hypocrisy and lawlessness.”

This is not a lesson on lying on the internet. It is just a reminder to keep our
spiritual lives in-line. Never let your spiritual focus be on your outward

appearance.

Matthew 23:5- “And they do all their works to be seen by men. They make

broad their phylacteries and enlarge the borders of their garments;”



Luke 16:15- “And He said to them, “You are those who justify themselves
before men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed
among men is an abomination before God.”

The “televangelists” and other assorted charlatans may have mega-churches
packed with sincere God loving people and a huge following on T.V., but the
intent of their hearts is well known to God. The stain of their sins won’t wash

off with miracle spring water.

Proverbs 24:12- “If you say, “Behold, we did not know it,” does not He who
searches the heart consider i7? And the Keeper of your soul, does He not

know? And does He not repay to every man according to his works?”

Their payment is coming as is everyone’s who thinks more highly of himself

than they ought to.

Romans 12:2-10- “Do not conform yourselves to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind in order that you may prove what
is well pleasing and good, and the perfect will of God. For I say through the

grace that was given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of



himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think with sound-

mindedness, as God has divided to each one a measure of faith. For even as we
have many members in one body, but all members do not have the same
function; Likewise, we, being many, are one body in Christ, and each one
members of one another. But each one has different gifts according to the
grace that is given to us—whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the
measure of faith; Or service, let us tend to service; or the one who is teaching,
let him tend to teaching; Or the one who is encouraging, let him tend to
encouragement; the one who is giving, /et it be with generosity; the one who is
taking the lead, let it be with diligence; the one who is showing mercy, let it be
with cheerfulness. Let love be without hypocrisy, abhorring that which is evil
and cleaving to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned toward one another

in brotherly love. Let each esteem the other more highly than himself.”

God does not care for the puffed up or the proud but rather chooses the
humble. He is not looking for the wealthiest, best dressed, or has the most
“likes” on TikTok. He wants the one who will love Him and seek Him first in
all things. God seeks those who have a heart that is coordinated with His.

Conflicts and trials will always arise when we put ourselves into a position



that God has not orchestrated. We do not see what He sees. We see what is

visible on outward appearances. God knows what the inward condition is.

1 Corinthians 4:5-7- “Therefore, do not judge anything before the time; wait
until the Lord comes, Who will bring to light the hidden things of darkness,
and will make manifest the motives of all hearts; and then shall each one
receive praise from God. Now these things, brethren, I have applied to Apollos
and myself for your sakes; that in us you may learn not to think of men
beyond what is written, so that no one among you is puffed up on behalf of
one of us against the other. For what makes you superior 7o others? And what
do you have that you did not receive? But if you also received it, why are you

boasting as if you did not receive it?”

Jumping the gun to draw a spiritual conclusion based on someone’s outward
appearance or previous conduct caution is advised. Are we being too
judgmental? Have we forgiven or prayed with someone? Are we edifying one
another? Do we know what God sees in the inward person? It is easy to look
down on someone when we are sitting in a self-elevated position. Remember

we will be judged too.



2 Corinthians 10:7- “Are you looking at things according to their appearance?
If anyone is persuaded in his own mind that he is Christ’s, let him reconsider

this concerning himself; for exactly as he is Christ’s, so also are we Christ’s.”
g y

Everyone has sinned and fallen short of the grace of God (Romans 3:23). Past
mistakes are the trials that develop the inward person God wants to use. If
you read your Bible, you know that God used circumstances of adversity to

grow the character in whomever He was going to use for His purpose.

Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Daniel, Job, David, and the Disciples

just to name a few. God will turn things around for His use.

Romans 8:27-28- “And the One Who searches the hearts comprehends what
the strivings of the Spirit are because it makes intercession for the saints
according to the will of God. And we know that all things work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His

purpose.”

Even those who do us wrong may end up receiving the benefit if it is in God’s

plan. Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers only to save the entire



family from starvation several years later as a ruler second in command in all

of Egypt.

Jonah tried to hide from God from fulfilling His task and was swallowed and
in the belly of the great fish for three days. He ended up going to Nineveh and
saved the nation from God’s wrath. God likes to use unlikely people with a

heart like His own.

So, prior to you judging yourself or anyone else as to whether or not God has
called you or them, remember that God doesn’t look at the outward
appearance. He does not look at what is in their past, but what He has for
them in their future with repentance and forgiveness. God looks at the heart
of a person and to see if that heart is in alignment with His own. God uses the

foolish to confound the wise.

1 Corinthian 1:25-29- “Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and
the weakness of God is stronger than men. For you see your calling,
brethren, that there are not many who are wise according to the flesh, not

many who are powerful, not many who are high-born among you. Rather,



God has chosen the foolish things of the world, so that He might put to shame
those who are wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the world so

that He might put to shame the strong things. And the low-born of the world,

and the despised has God chosen—even the things that are counted as nothing
—in order that He might bring to nothing the things that are; So that no flesh

might glory in His presence.”

When God does this, He receives the glory accomplished through the work He
did in that person’s life. All those that God uses have one thing in common.
They all have a heart that is humble, willing, and obedient. God seeks the
hearts that exemplify an outward example set by His Son, Jesus Christ. He
needs them to have the inward love for Him and desire to serve Him and

others.

2 Corinthians 4:15-17- “For all things are for your sakes, so that the
abounding grace may cause the thanksgiving of many to overflow unto the
glory of God. For this reason, we do not lose heart; but if our outward man is
being brought to decay, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For
the momentary lightness of our tribulation is working out for us an

immeasurably greater and everlasting fullness of glory;”



Never overlook unlikely people. The Bible clearly tells of many individuals
used by God that were not outwardly sophisticated, wealthy, or powerful. But

inwardly, God saw His Divine spark and that He will use to His glory. Amen.
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