Images

For some reason, this topic has been rattling around in my head all week. It is
not even Friday night, and I am at the keyboard. While God’s individual
purpose for each of us may vary greatly, His overall reason for our creation is
universal. God is so specific in His word, sometimes we may overlook such
simple things that are so blatantly obvious. Religiosity has a way of blurring
plain teachings and leading in unnecessary directions. Why we were made is

one such topic it is easy to overlook.

Genesis 1:26-27- “And God said, “Let Us make man in OQur image, after Our

likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the fowl
of heaven and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that crawls upon the earth.” And God created man in His own

image, in the image of God He created him. He created them male and

female.”



The last line in verse twenty-seven eliminates any question on gender identity
succinctly. There is no question as into Whose Image we were created. All the
“they/them” and pronouns of choice for the mindless or identifying as

anything other than human is essentially a mental disorder and if not, theirs’s

a conversation with God to take place in their future.

Genesis 9:6- “Whoever sheds man’s blood, his blood shall be shed by man—

for He made man in the image of God.”

God is reproducing Himself in us. At the very beginning He states His reason
for making us. Even Merriam-Webster states this clearly for the definition of
“image.” They define “image” as: exact likeness : SEMBLANCE and even

quote scripture to emphasize the example.

“God created man in his own image—Genesis 1:27 (Revised Standard
Version)”

The “exact likeness” included in their definition will come into play between
Genesis and Revelation. Taking a look at images through scripture we can see

the obvious manmade misconceptions added to fit theology and doctrines.



Genesis 20:4-6- “You shall not make for yourselves any graven image, or any

likeness of anything that is in the heavens above, or that is in the earth

beneath, or that is in the waters under the earth. You shall not bow yourself

down to them, nor serve them, for I, the LORD your God am a jealous God,

visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of those who hate Me, But showing mercy to thousands of those

who love Me and keep My commandments.”

Creating graven images has consequences as the fleeing Nation of Israel found
out in the wilderness of Sinai. Disgruntled and waiting impatiently for Moses
to come down from the mountain, they pressed Aaron to make them a god to

go before them.

Exodus 32:1- “And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down
from the mountain, then the people gathered themselves to Aaron, and they
said to him, “Up! Make us gods which shall go before us, for this Moses, the
man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has

become of him.”



And Aaron did as they told him and made a golden calf.

Exodus 32:4-10- “And he took them from their hand, and fashioned it with an
engraving tool, and made a molten calf. And they said, “These are your gods,
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.” And when Aaron saw
the calf, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said,
“Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.” And they rose up early on the next
morning, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings. And the
people sat down to eat and to drink and rose up to play. And the LORD said
to Moses, “Go! Get you down, for your people, whom you brought out of the
land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out
of the way which I commanded them. They have made them a molten calf,
and have worshiped it, and have sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your
gods, O Israel, who have brought you up out of the land of Egypt.” ” And the
LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked
people. And now leave Me alone, so that My wrath may burn hot against them

and that I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation.”



God’s anger was kindled against the rebellious stiff-necked Israelites whom
He had just liberated from bondage in Egypt. Judgment was swift and

decisive.

Exodus 32:26-28- “Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, “Who
is on the LORD’S side? Come to me.” And all the sons of Levi gathered
themselves to him. And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel,
‘Each man put his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate
throughout the camp, and Kkill each one his brother, and each one his
companion, and each one his neighbor.” ” And the sons of Levi did according

to the word of Moses. And there fell of the people that day about three

thousand men:”

Those destroyed certainly did not reflect any semblance to the image of God.
After witnessing all of the plagues upon Egypt and the miracles of deliverance
at the Red Sea, their human impatience still denied God’s Sovereign power. It

also violated the very first Commandment.



Exodus 20:2-3- “I am the LORD your God, Who brought you out of the land

of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have no other gods before

Me 2

Warnings against such practices were repeated on numerous occasions.

Leviticus 19:4- “Do not turn to idols, nor make molten gods to yourselves. I

am the LORD your God.”

Leviticus 26:1- “ ‘You shall make no idols to yourselves; and you shall not set
up for yourselves graven images, or a standing pillar. And you shall not set up
any image of stone in your land in order to bow down to it, for I am the LORD

your God.”

Remember from Exodus 20, God is a jealous God. Replacing Him with

another object denies Him of worship.

Psalm 78:58- “For they provoked Him to anger with their high places and

moved Him to jealousy with their carved images.”



Psalm 106:19-22- “They made a calf in Horeb and worshiped the molten
image.

Thus, they exchanged their glory into the likeness of an ox that eats grass.
They forgot God their Savior, Who had done great things in Egypt, Wondrous

works in the land of Ham, and awesome things by the Red Sea.”

Isaiah 42:8- “I am the LORD; that is My name; and My glory I will not give to

another, nor My praise to graven images.”

God dealt with the offenders for their making a false god out of gold. He takes
the worship of Himself completely serious. False images created to replace our
living God will reap His wrath in time.

Leviticus 26:30- “And I will destroy your high places and cut down your
images and throw your carcasses on the carcasses of your idols, and My soul

shall despise you.”

Deuteronomy 27:15- ¢ ‘Cursed is the man that makes any graven or molten
image, an abomination to the LORD, the work of the hands of the craftsman,
and puts it in a secret place.” And all the people shall answer and say,

‘Amen.’”



With all the warnings against such practices, how can anyone in any church

pray to a saint or worse, to a statue of one?

Jeremiah 32:34- “But they set their abominations in the house, which is called

by My name, to defile it.”

Jeremiah 51:17-18- “Every man is stupid and without knowledge; every
refiner is put to shame by graven idols. For his molded image is a lie, and
there is no breath in them. They are vanity, the work of delusion; in the time

of their judgment, they shall perish.”

Stupid is a reasonable description for those who pray to idols and statues. We
discussed awhile back about the various saints and their “specialties” for
answering prayers. We know they are all dead and buried but unlike a statue,
they were at least alive at one point, living and breathing. You can talk to a
rock and get the same response as you would a statue. Both will give you the

same reply.



Isaiah 45:20- “Gather yourselves and come; draw near together, you who
have escaped of the nations; they have no knowledge who carry the wood of

their graven image, and those who pray to a god that cannot save.”

Plainly, anything manmade to worship is a mockery. How many statues have
you seen in Catholic Churches? Knowing what we know from our studies

about who goes to Heaven makes it even more foolish.

Romans 1:21-25- “Because when they knew God, they glorified Him not as
God, neither were thankful; but they became vain in their own reasonings,
and their foolish hearts were darkened. While professing themselves to be the

wise ones, they became fools And changed the glory of the incorruptible God

into the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed
creatures, and creeping things. For this cause, God also abandoned them to
uncleanness through the lusts of their hearts, to disgrace their own bodies

between themselves, Who exchanged the truth of God for the lie; and they

worshiped and served the created thing more than the One Who is Creator,

Who is blessed into the ages. Amen.”




From the Old Testament, we see that man had the prophets and God’s
Commandments to go by for seeking to be in His image. God, by His love and
mercy and ultimately, His plan of salvation for mankind, knew that He would

give us the perfect example to follow in sending us His only Son (John 3:16).

Romans 8:29- “Because those whom He did foreknow, He also predestinated

to be conformed to the image of His own Son, that He might be the firstborn

among many brethren.”

Jesus came to earth not only to save us from sin and death, but to reveal God

the Father to us.

John 14:8-10- “Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and that will be
sufficient for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long a time, and
you have not known Me, Philip? The one who has seen Me has seen the
Father; why then do you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I
am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I speak to you, I do
not speak from My own self; but the Father Himself, Who dwells in Me, does

the works.”



Having a living example in Christ Jesus, we know the image of God. We can

see by Christ’s example of the likeness God wants us to grow into being.

John 14:6-7- “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father except through Me. If you had known Me, you would
have known My Father also. But from this time forward, you know Him and

have seen Him.”

Colossians 1:15- “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all

creation;”

Because we have His human example does not make the transformation any
easier for us as we still have the same hearts the ancient Israelites had coming

out of Egypt.

Jeremiah 17:9-10- “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked; who can know it? I the LORD search the heart, 7 try the reins, even
to give to each man according to his ways, according to the fruit of

his doings.”



Knowing how our own hearts can be, this time before the Passover is one of

reflection and inward examination.

Proverbs 27:19-20- “As in water, the face reflects itself, so the heart of man
reflects the man. The grave and destruction are never full, so the eyes of man

are never satisfied.”

There are many in churches who profess to be “Christian,” but God knows
their true hearts. They may have the appearance outwardly but inwardly they

have no relationship with God beyond their weekly disguise.

Matthew 7:15-20- “But beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, for within they are ravening wolves. You shall know them by their
fruits. They do not gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles, do they?
In the same way, every good tree produces good fruit, but a corrupt tree
produces evil fruit. A good tree cannot produce evil fruit, nor can a corrupt
tree produce good fruit. Every tree that is not producing good fruit is cut
down and is cast into the fire. Therefore, you shall assuredly know them by

their fruits.”



As we read in the essay, part of our growing in the image of Christ, is to
produce good fruit, fruit of the Spirit and follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Self-
pride and deceiving oneself can be blinding and pretending will always be

revealed. Often times, too late.

1 John 2:6- “Anyone who claims to dwell in Him is obligating himself also to

walk even as He Himself walked.”

2 Corinthians 4:4- “In whom the god of this age has blinded the minds of
those who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,

Who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”

Putting up a false image is something I remember witnessing when I first
came to Naples nearly forty years ago. So many people pretend to be
something they are not. As we live in an affluent area and there are many
wealthy and even the super-rich that live here, the number of phonies out
number those of great wealth. Glamour and glitter or an expensive car all to
impress those around us are just as fake as the charlatans within God’s

church.



Romans 12:3- “For I say through the grace that was given to me, to everyone
who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think;
but to think with sound-mindedness, as God has divided to each one a

measure of faith.”

He knows who belongs to Him. God wants to see His Son in us.

2 Timothy 2:19- “Nevertheless, the foundation of God stands firm, having this

seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and “Let everyone who calls upon

the name of Christ depart from unrighteousness.”

Jesus was humble and sought no glory for Himself. He did not seek to draw

any attention to Himself or exalt His own image.

John 8:54- “Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing. It is My

Father Who glorifies Me, of Whom you say that He is your God.”

God will exalt those whom He chooses and will humble those who promote

themselves.



Matthew 23:11-12- “But the greatest among you shall be your servant. And
whoever will exalt himself shall be humbled; and whoever will humble himself

shall be exalted.”

James 4:10- “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you.”

If we are to grow in the image and likeness of God and Jesus Christ according
to their creation purpose, we must strive to keep our hearts and minds in the

same focus by the example Christ set for us as did His disciples.

John 13:15-17- “For I have given you an example, to show that you also
should do exactly as I have done to you. Truly, truly I tell you, a servant is not
greater than his lord, nor a messenger greater than he who sent him. If you

know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”

Titus 2:7- “In all things you yourself set an example of good works; in
doctrine uncorrupted, serious-minded, and sincere;”

On our journey to God’s Kingdom, keep in mind why we were created to
begin with, “let us create man in Our image.” We have been given the image

of God in Jesus Christ. We have a living Savior as our example to emulate. He



died for us so that we may live for Him. If we are walking in His footsteps we

are joined together with Him.

Ephesians 2:10- “For we are His workmanship, being created in Christ Jesus
unto the good works that God ordained beforehand in order that we might

walk in them.”

Colossians 3:10- “And have put on the new man, who is being renewed in

knowledge according to the image of Him Who created him;”

Our inward person must reflect this union outwardly. Our reward will be in

the likeness of His resurrection.

Romans 6:5- “For if we have been conjoined together in the likeness of His

death, so also shall we be in the likeness of His resurrection.”

As we prepare to celebrate Passover, have we been asking ourselves “does our
conduct reflect the image of God and Jesus Christ?” We still have a little time

to respond that question. God already knows the answer.



2 Corinthians 3:18- “But we all, with uncovered faces beholding the glory of
the Lord as in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from glory

to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” Amen.
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