God Said... “Yea, But...”

With the election concerns behind us and a new administration in office, I find
myself watching the news more or at least again just to keep up with the speed
in which President Trump has things in motion. The exposure of government
waste by Elon Musk and DOGE is so exceedingly long overdue. It is the
exposure of truth that has so many opponents scrambling and firing off
rhetoric that is more entertaining than some of the purple haired transvestites

still complaining about competing in the opposite genders’ sports.

I occasionally scroll through social media to see some of the nonsense being
posted as well. I find it amazing that no one is attacking the misuse of billions
of taxpayers’ dollars but are at war with the one who is finding the truth.
Lately I have found it is too easy to get pulled back into the worldly things if I

allow my emotions to escalate so it may be time to back off again.

2 Corinthians 6:14-17- “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For
what do righteousness and lawlessness iave in common? And what fellowship
does light have with darkness? And what union does Christ have with Belial?

Or what part does a believer have with an unbeliever? And what agreement is



there between a temple of God and idols? For you are a temple of the living
God, exactly as God said: “I will dwell in them and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be My people. Therefore, come out from the midst of
them and be separate,” says the Lord, “and touch not the unclean, and I

will receive you;”

There is also a stirring of newly found “on-line” biblical experts. Apparently,
anyone that knows how to post a live feed on Tik Tok is now a minister of
God’s word. Becoming a “Tik Tok influencer” may be the true motive as a
lack of scriptural knowledge is absent. A revival of morals and truth is a step
in the right direction, but the enemy is at work putting his people into the mix.
I happened to listen to one such “chat” and read some of the posts the
individual made. He made a statement that Mary was still dead and in the
grave in response to a Catholic comment, so I listened in for a bit. Anytime I
might respond to anything on-line, I use scripture. As death was the current
topic, I posted Genesis 3:19 (dust you were, dust you shall return to
paraphrase). It didn’t take long for Satan to reveal himself as the other
scriptures mentioned were misinterpreted by the speaker and skewed to fit

the narrative. Go figure.



2 Peter 1:20-21- “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture originated
as anyone’s own private interpretation; Because prophecy was not brought at
any time by human will, but the holy men of God spoke as they were moved

by the Holy Spirit.”

Posting additional scripture seemed pointless. Some will NEVER understand.
Reading scripture line by line or prefaced by “and God said” will always yield
a “yea, but...” counterstatement to support or justify their doctrine or
agenda. We can only be justified by our love and devotion for and by the

grace and mercy of God Almighty through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

Proverbs 20:3- “It is an honor for a man to cease from strife, but every fool

will rail on.”

Proverbs 29:9- “If a wise man contends with a foolish man, whether he rages

or laughs, there is no rest.”

In this time of civic renewal you can be assured, Satan is refreshing his tactics
as well. The false teachers and prophets will come out of the woodwork to

thwart any effort for those seeking God’s truth. The Church is the primary



target. It is not CGG, CBCG, UCG, LHT, (it should be UGH...) or any other
“divisions” but Jesus Christ is The Head of the Church. He is our focus,

nothing man-made will ever come close.

Matthew 7:15-16- “But beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, for within they are ravening wolves. You shall know them by their

fruits. They do not gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles, do they?”

In reading this week’s essay from CGG, they addressed the fall of Herbert
Armstrong’s WCG. Newsflash, although he brought to light biblical truth, it
was not Herbert Armstrong’s to begin with. Sorry, if I sound a bit

disgruntled, but Christ is the Church, and we are part of His body.

Colossians 1:16-19- “Because by Him were all things created, the things in
heaven and the things on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether they be
thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
Him and for Him. And He is before all, and by Him all things subsist. And He
is the Head of the body, the church, Who is the beginning, the firstborn from
among the dead, so that in all things He Himself might hold the preeminence.

For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell;”



The essay mentioned that the church was scattered. Chauncey and I talked
about this after last week’s Elder’s Conference. Maybe it is our law
enforcement background that fine tunes the focus or the mission-oriented
blindness we had in Special Operations, but the Twelve Tribes of Israel were
scattered as well for essentially the same reasons. They lost their focus of and

on God and His way.

I am not mocking or belittling anyone in any of the aforementioned branches
of God’s Church, but why the labels? Some may interpret counting days one
way, and another group says no it is this way. It is prudent to gain
understanding and the correct answer to issues and I am sure everyone will
get a tutorial math lesson from Jesus Himself, if we are fortunate and

obedient enough to make the First Resurrection.

Perhaps it is just me as correction always begins at home first. Some of the
questions posed during the conference can often raise an eyebrow as most of
these brethren have been in the church all their lives. Again, the cop’s

perspective looks at the bottom line and cuts to the chase. Knowing God’s



word fills in all the blanks. Having a personal relationship with God opens the
heart and mind to the infilling of more of His Holy Spirit for wisdom and
understanding. It is not physics or celestial mechanics. But wrinkles and issues

within the church are God’s design and testing system to keep us on track.

1 Peter 4:16-18- “Yet if anyone is suffering as a Christian, he should not be
ashamed; but let him glorify God because of this, For the time has come for
judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it first begins with us,
what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? And if the
righteous are saved with much difficulty, what will become of the ungodly and

the sinner?”

It was also mentioned “how long will the church be scattered?” It is no

surprise, as all that we need to know has been foretold to us in God’s word.

John 16:32-33- “Listen, the time is coming, and has already come, that you
shall be scattered each to his own, and you shall leave Me alone; and yet I am

not alone because the Father is with Me. These things I have spoken to you, so



that in Me you may have peace. In the world you shall have tribulation. But
be courageous! I have overcome the world.”

Until we are unified, the enemy will continue to pick us off one at a time,
much like a lion hunting a straggling wildebeest. We are given numerous

assurances throughout the Bible; God is with us.

Isaiah 41:10- “Do not fear; for I am with you; be not dismayed; for I am your
God. I will strengthen you; yea, I will help you; yea, I will uphold you with the

right hand of My righteousness.’”

Psalm 46:10-11- “Be still and know that I am God! I will be exalted among the
nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” The LORD of hosts is with us; the God

of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.”

When we are tested, tried, dragging, and drained, He gives us strength.

Isaiah 40:29-31- “He gives power to the weary; and to him with no might, He

increases strength. Even the young shall faint and be weary, and the young

men shall utterly fall; But those who wait upon the LORD shall renew their



strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be

weary; they shall walk and not faint.”

Philippians 4:12-13- “For I have experienced being brought low, and I have
experienced abounding. In everything and in all things, I have been taught
both to be full and to hunger, both to abound and to be without. I can do all

things through Christ, Who empowers me.”

The reason God scatters these organizations is sin. Pride and the devotion to
growth becoming a huge mega-church loses sight of God’s intent for us. It is
sad that no one in government acknowledges sin as the foundation of turmoil
within our nation. The promotion of abominable practices and outright
murder of the unborn has gained God’s attention and judgments. I am
confident that there were enough people crying out for justice and truth this
past election that God responded. He has given us additional time to prepare

for what is coming.

Proverbs 29:2- “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but

when the wicked rule, the people mourn.”



In His mercy, God has given us a reprieve, but we are still on borrowed time.
Unifying our nation is no easier than unifying God’s church. The current label
for truth in our nation is common sense. For the time being, it is a breath of
fresh air, but it must not generate an attitude of complacency in our spiritual
growth.

Isaiah 26:2-4- “Open the gates, so that the righteous nation shall enter in, one
that is faithfully keeping truth. You will keep #im in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever;

for God the LORD is the everlasting Rock,”

Those who finish the race according to His rules will receive the prize. The

sifting is underway.

Amos 9:9- “For lo, I will command, and I will shake the house of Israel among
all the nations, as one shakes with a sieve, yet not a grain shall fall 7o the

earth.”

True repentance in our nation, even in a small minority, will be difficult at

best. But God spared righteous Lot and his family, even though he lost his



wife when she looked back. We cannot look back to the world in which we

were called from, the world of our own sins.

Romans 12:1-4- “I exhort you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and well pleasing to God, which is

your spiritual service. Do not conform yourselves to this world but be

transformed by the renewing of your mind in order that you may prove what
is well pleasing and good, and the perfect will of God. For I say through the
grace that was given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think with sound-
mindedness, as God has divided to each one a measure of faith. For even as we
have many members in one body, but all members do not have the same

function:”

Too many of those who have been in God’s church for most of their lives may
be losing sight of what is profoundly important for spiritual growth. For
example, there is nothing wrong with searching for the Temple’s location, if it
were truly critical, God would have told us. “It is under The Dome of the

Rock” or “it is under The Dome of the Spirits just north of there.” It does not



matter. It is not in God’s word for us to find it. He does tell us what to be

aware of in preparation for Christ’s return.

Luke 21:36- “Watch therefore and pray at all times that you may be
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to

stand before the Son of man.”

Jesus is the only Temple we need be concerned with.

John 2:19-21- “Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in

three days I will raise it up.” Then the Jews said, “This temple was forty-six

years in building, and You will raise it up in three days?” But He spoke

concerning the temple of His body.”

Jesus warned us about paying attention to the wrong things.

Matthew 23:23-28- “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you

pay tithes of mint and anise and cummin, but you have abandoned the more

important matters of the law—judgment, and mercy and faith. These you were

obligated to do, and not to leave the others undone. Blind guides, who filter out




a gnat, but swallow a camel! Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you cleanse the outside of the cup and the dish, but within you are full of
extortion and excess.

Blind Pharisees! First cleanse the inside of the cup and the dish, so that the
outside may also become clean. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you are like whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful on the
outside, but within are full of the bones of the dead, and of all uncleanness.
Likewise, you also outwardly appear to men fo be righteous, but within you

are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”

I have found that posting scripture to the on-line folks often shines a light that
brings no response. There is NO “yea, but...” response that will justify
deviation from His word. “Yea, but Lord didn’t I prophesy in Your name?”

We all know the answer to that question (Matthew 7:23).

2 Timothy 3:16-17- “All Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for
doctrine, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; So

that the man of God may be complete, fully equipped for every good work.”



I thought some of the questions posed in the essay were juvenile, one in
particular, “Can we continue growing in our relationship with God even if the
corporate organizations continue to splinter and shrink?” Forgive me, but this
just seems apparent that their focus is not on God but their dependance on a
man or an organization. While the physical church is significant, it must never
be more important than our love and devotion to God Himself and Jesus
Christ. This is one of the reasons I (my personal feelings) did not care to be
affiliated with any specific group or organization at our beginning. Certainly
not to be a type of “hermit, elitist, or isolationist,” but from experience it
always leads to the focus on a man or a doctrinal issue. God is Who He is, His

word stands alone, and Jesus Christ is Lord. Seek Him in all things.

Proverbs 18:10- “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man

runs into it and is safe.”

Philippians 4:6-7- “Do not be anxious about anything; but by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God in
everything; And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, shall

guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.”



Living by the Greatest Commandment, we will know our Master’s voice.

Matthew 22:36-40- “Master, which commandment is the great commandment
in the Law?” And Jesus said to him,” ‘You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first
and greatest commandment; And the second one is like it: ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the Law

and the Prophets.”

John 10:27-30- “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me.

And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish forever; and no one
shall take them out of My hand. My Father, Who has given them to Me, is
greater than all; and no one has the power to seize them from My Father’s

hand. I and the Father are one.”

That personal relationship with Him of which we so often voice, brings the
peace of knowing when God speaks, we know His voice, we love, trust, and

obey Him, we will lack nothing.



Psalm 23:1- “The LORD is my Shepherd; I shall not want.”

We can reverse this lesson’s title to “Yea, but God said...” Amen.
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