Giving Glory to God

Last weekend was Super Bowl Sunday. It is probably one of the biggest
sporting events of the year with ticket prices for the game soaring into
thousands of dollars, if you can get them. The gatherings for the “big game”
have become as popular as Thanksgiving and the food is as plentiful. We, as a
fellowship are fortunate to have several “chefs” of noteworthy talents in
keeping our waistlines expanding, Chauncey’s chili, Cookie and Vince’s tacos,
and the other ladies providing snacks and desserts guaranteed to put you into
a food coma. My sincere thanks to you all for derailing my diet for yet another

week.

As the Philadelphia Eagles were trouncing the Kansas City Chiefs by over
thirty points, Andrea and I left at half-time. I had eye irritation that
contributed to the departure, along with wanting to put on something with an

expandable waist.

We watched the second half after getting home and the Eagles dismantling the

Chiefs continued through the second half ending with a score of 40-22. The



Chiefs’ hopes of a “three-peat” were squashed and Philly took the Lombardy

Trophy for the second time.

I often wondered if God cares about the outcome of the game and I believe He
does not care one way or the other, although it seemed He was smiling on the
Eagles. I know there were prayers offered up by fans on both sides and does

God favor some prayers over others? We will come back to that.

The most interesting and inspiring part of the whole event was the post-game
interviews with the players and head coach. It became a time for many
players to glorify God Almighty. It is refreshing to see professional athletes of
such caliber professing their faith and giving glory to God in such a public

forum.

The Eagles Head Coach, Nick Sirianni, opened his interview during the

awards presentation, “All glory to God.” He further said in a later interview,
“God’s blessed us very much. He gave us all the talents to be able to get here,
so first and foremost, thanks to Him... Thank God, thank you Jesus.” By his

demeanor, you knew he was speaking from his heart as he was near to tears.



I Corinthians 10:31- “Therefore, whether you eat, or you drink, or you do

anything, do all things to the glory of God.”

Colossians 3:23-24- “And whatever you do, do heartily, as to the Lord and not
to men; Knowing that you shall receive from the Lord the recompense of the

inheritance, for you are serving Christ the Lord.”

Even the game’s MVP, Eagles Quarterback Jaelen Hurts, was quoted saying,
“God is good — He’s greater than all the highs and the lows.” Hurts further
stated that he finds strength in John 13:7- “Jesus answered and said to him,
“What I am doing you do not understand now, but you shall know after these

things.”

Other Eagles players also spoke of their faith when interviewed as well. Tight
End Dallas Goedert thanked his mother for his Christian foundation and gave
all credit to God for his skills and opportunities. Linebacker Jeremiah
Trotter, Jr. gave God the glory for getting him through tough times. Rookie
Defensive Back, Cooper Dejean, said “God is amazing” and also referenced

John 13:7, realizing that God has a plan.



While not winning the coveted Super Bowl this year, two time champion
Chiefs Quarterback, Patrick Mahomes, kept His focus on faith and said, “It’s
not about football, it’s just giving glory to God for being able to walk around
and live my life, to have a beautiful family, to be able to have the impact on
others and I’m going to use that stage and that platform win or lose to give
glory back to Him, to hopefully bring others closer to Him. It’s important to

me every single day.”

Chiefs Wide Receiver, Justin Watson shared this statement regarding his
pregame prayer routine: “I just say, ‘God use me for your glory’ and that
doesn’t mean winning football games always but just to be in a position and
this platform and knowing it’s by His grace and His providence is just, is just

know that He’s treating me much better than anything I deserve.”

It was impressive and encouraging to see these men humble themselves as
those of position or title are all too often puffed up on themselves. They can
become inflated with pride and self-importance, valuing themselves more than

others. We witness this within the Hollywood elite and numerous politicians.



Isaiah 2:11-12- “The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the pride of
men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day,
For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every proud and haughty one,

and upon every exalted one; and they shall be brought low,”

Whether or not these individual athletes are following God’s Commandments
and keeping His Holy Days is unknown and it is not up to me to judge them.
What God allowed was for Himself to be glorified to an audience of some 62.5
million world-wide viewers from some well-known role models. All of these
athletes were examples of humble hearted men. They all gave credit to God

for their achievements and abilities.

John 3:27- “ John answered and said, “No one is able to receive anything

unless it has been given to him from heaven.”

We tend to overlook, I know I do, the potential for God receiving glory from
those who may not be making the first bus out of here. Father forgive me for
being so short-sighted. Glorifying God is part of our mission parameters on

our journey to the Kingdom and we will be doing that for all eternity.



Matthew 5:44-45- “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who despitefully use
you and persecute you, So that you yourselves may be the children of your

Father Who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and on the

good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”

Ecclesiastes 7:11-14- “Wisdom is good with an inheritance; Yea, a profit to
those who see the sun. For wisdom is a defense, even as money is a defense;
but the excellency of knowledge is that wisdom which preserves the life of
those who have it. Consider the work of God; for who can make straight what
He has made crooked? In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of
adversity consider that God has made the one as well as the other, to the end

that man should find nothing that will come after him.”

God does not play favorites preferring anyone over another. He looks closely
at our hearts, motives, devotion, obedience, and our love for Him. While these
athletes may trust in the Lord, obedience must be taken to His level of

commitment He requires of His chosen.

Matthew 7:13-14- “Enter in through the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and

broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter



through it; For narrow is the gate and difficult is the way that leads to life,

and few are those who find it.”

Proverbs 3:5-6- “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not to your
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct
your paths.”

Galatians 3:26-29- “Because you are all offspring of God through faith in
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither bond nor free; there is
neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are

Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

There are those who just miss the calling but have a genuine love for God and
faith in Jesus Christ. The major difference is in the reward for obedience. Our
reward is in keeping and obeying ALL of God’s Commandments and Holy

Days just as we are instructed in His word, with the right condition of our

hearts.

Romans 8:16-17- “The Spirit itself bears witness conjointly with our own

spirit, testifying that we are the children of God. Now if we are children, we are



also heirs—truly, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if indeed we suffer

together with Him, so that we may also be glorified together with Him.”

Revelation 2:25-26- “But hold fast what you have until I come. And to the one
who overcomes, and keeps My works unto the end, I will give authority over

the nations;”

Revelation 5:10- “And did make us unto our God kings and priests; and we

shall reign on the earth.”

Revelation 20:6- “Blessed and holy is the one who has part in the first
resurrection; over these the second death has no power. But they shall be

priests of God and of Christ and shall reign with Him a thousand years.”

Deviation from His word will not get us on the bus. We have been blessed to
have been called out and have been given His truth. We can profess we love
God but if we are failing to keep His commandments over the traditions of

men, we will be on the outside looking in.



1 Corinthians 1:27-31- “Rather, God has chosen the foolish things of the
world, so that He might put to shame those who are wise; and God has chosen
the weak things of the world so that He might put to shame the strong things.
And the low-born of the world, and the despised has God chosen—even

the things that are counted as nothing—in order that He might bring to
nothing the things that are;

So that no flesh might glory in His presence. But you are of Him in Christ
Jesus, Who was made to us wisdom from God—even righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption; So that, as it is written, “The one who glories,

let him glory in the Lord.”

I am sure there were pride issues within some of the athletes and we know
that the wrong type of pride can hinder our spiritual growth, our prayers, and

our relationship with God.

Romans 12:16-18- “Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your
mind on high ambitions; rather, be accommodating with those of low estate.
Do not be wise in your own eyes. Do not render to anyone evil for evil but be
prepared to do what is right in the sight of all men. If possible, as much as is

your part, be at peace with all men.”



Getting back to answering prayers, does God answer prayers from anyone?
Even those who may not be in the First Resurrection? Does He see their

actions?

Consider the Roman Centurion from Matthew 8.

Matthew 8:5-12- “Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came
to Him, beseeching Him, And saying, “Lord, my servant is lying in the house
paralyzed and grievously tormented.” And Jesus said to him, “I will come and
heal him.” But the centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that
You should come under the roof of my house; but speak the word only, and
my servant shall be healed. For I also am a man under authority, having
soldiers under me; and I say to this one, ‘Go,” and he goes; and to another
one, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,” and he does iz.” Now
when Jesus heard these words, He was amazed; and He said to those who
were following, “Truly I say to you, nowhere in Israel have I found such great
faith. But I say to you, many shall come from the east and the west, and shall

sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But



the children of the kingdom shall be cast into outer darkness; there shall be

weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

It is doubtful that the Centurion was keeping the Sabbath or any of the Holy
Days as a Roman soldier. But the manner in which he sought Christ’s help in
healing his servant was one of humbling himself and a step in faith towards
the One he was asking. Jesus found this to be a great act on the part of the
Centurion and healed his servant. By his act, the Centurion was giving glory

to God in his display of faith to Jesus Christ.

Another act of great faith is found in Luke 21.

Luke 21:2-4- “Then He also saw a certain poor widow drop in two small coins.
And He said, “Of a truth, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all
of them; For all these have from their abundance cast into the offerings to

God; but she, out of her poverty, did put in all the livelihood that she had.”

Another act of outstanding faith. She trusted in God’s providence and gave all
she had. It may not always apply to a monetary amount, but God wants us to

give Him all of ourselves. We essentially do this at baptism when we enter into



the covenant relationship with Him through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ our

Lord.

We know that God is intimately involved in His creation. He sees our actions,

knows our hearts and motives.

Matthew 10:29-31- “Are not two sparrows sold for a coin? And yef not one of
them shall fall to the ground without your Father taking account of it. But
even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Therefore, do not be afraid; you

are better than many sparrows.”

The storms and trials we face are mostly by design (generally brought about
by our own folly) but are for building or guiding us in the spiritual direction
God has planned for us. Wisdom comes into play when we can recognize them
as such and learn and grow according to His will. Our intimate relationship

with God needs to focus on our absolute submission to His will.

1 Peter 1:7-8- “In order that the proving of your faith, which is much more
precious than gold that perishes, though it is being tested by fire, may be

found unto praise and honor and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ;



Whom, not having seen, you love; in Whom, though at the present time you do
not see Him, you believe, and rejoice with unspeakable joy, and filled with

glory;”

Romans 12:2-3- “Do not conform yourselves to this world but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind in order that you may prove what is well
pleasing and good, and the perfect will of God. For I say through the grace
that was given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think; but to think with sound-mindedness, as

God has divided to each one a measure of faith.”

Two coins or pressing through a crowd to touch the hem of His garment

(Mark 5:27) are measures of great faith.

Acknowledging our abilities as did these athletes is giving glory to the One
who created us. By design and calling, we have been given His truth and have
chosen to live by it. We may never attend a Super Bowl, and it is certain we
will never play in one, but the biggest event in history lies ahead if we run the
race according to God’s word and in His will, we will have seats on the fifty-

yard line.



Ephesians 3:19-21- “And to know the love of Christ, which surpasses human
knowledge; so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to Him

Who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,

according to the power that is working in us, To Him be glory in the church
by Christ Jesus throughout all generations, even into the ages of eternity.

Amen.”
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