
Can’t Be Idle About Idols

Working for Robbie is enjoyable, and it keeps me busy. This past week, I 

finished a land clearing project for a nice lady who was working in a tight 

budget. She explained that she is divorced and carrying two mortgages as she 

has not sold her other house yet. She made the comment that her mom was 

praying to St. Joseph and was going to bury a statue of him in the yard of the 

unsold house to make the sale happen. I smiled and suggested she cut out the 

middleman and go right to the top. 

As I have shared previously, I do not always post the weekly essay unless the 

topic coincides with the Friday night message from Above. This week’s essay 

did just that in focusing on man-made idols that some consider their “go-to” 

source for specific needs. Predominantly the Catholic religion routinely prays,

in addition to the Virgin Mary, to a variety of venerated saints and for 

particular requests. In doing a little research on-line, I found a list of them 

and their associated fields of “expertise.” 



St. Joseph is a noteworthy character on the list as he was the husband of Mary

and the earthly father of Jesus Christ. He is respected for his humility, 

compassion, and dedication to his family. He was a carpenter by trade and 

symbolizes hard work and integrity. He is considered the patron saint of 

home, family, and workers, making him an ideal figure to turn to when 

seeking assistance in selling a house.

I am not sure how it began, but the practice of burying a St. Joseph statue to 

aid in selling a home has become a widespread tradition. I remember friends 

of ours doing the same thing when they were trying to sell their house. They 

buried a plastic figure of St. Joseph in the front yard to enhance the likelihood

of a sale. A cat in a litter box serves more purpose. Many view this as 

superstition, others, and act of faith, and for those who know God, His word 

and live by His truth, maybe just a little dumb. I was never aware that St. 

Joseph wore a gold jacket and could handle multiple listings. 

Exodus 20:4-6- “You shall not make for yourselves any graven image, or any 

likeness of   anything   that   is   in the heavens above  , or that is in the earth 

beneath, or that is in the waters under the earth. You shall not bow yourself 



down to them, nor serve them, for I, the LORD your God am a jealous God, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 

generation of those who hate Me, But showing mercy to thousands of those 

who love Me and keep My commandments.”

Being the Second Commandment, it was written in stone. So, what exactly is 

an “idol?” According to Merriam-Webster, an idol is an object of extreme 

devotion or a representation or symbol of an object of worship, broadly, a false

god. People do not read God’s word and their interest in a dictionary is 

probably even less appealing. God makes it quite clear throughout His word 

of His position on idols.

Leviticus 19:4- “Do not turn to idols, nor make molten gods to yourselves. I 

am the LORD your God.”

Deuteronomy 4:23-29- “Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant 

of the LORD your God, which He made with you, and make you a graven 

image, a likeness of anything which the LORD your God has forbidden you, 

For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. When you shall 

beget children and grandchildren, and when you shall have remained long in 



the land and have dealt corruptly by making a graven image, the likeness of 

anything, and shall do evil in the sight of the LORD your God to provoke Him

to anger, I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day that you shall 

soon utterly perish from off the land which you are crossing over Jordan to 

possess. You shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be 

destroyed. And the LORD shall scatter you among the nations, and you shall 

be left few in number among the nations where the LORD shall drive you. 

And there you shall serve gods, the work of men’s hands, wood and stone, 

which neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell. But if you shall seek the LORD 

your God from there, you shall find   Him  , if you seek Him with all your heart   

and with all your soul.”

Deuteronomy 5:8-10- “You shall not make a graven image for yourself of any 

likeness of anything that is in the heavens above, or on the earth beneath, or in

the waters beneath the earth. You shall not bow yourself down to them, nor 

serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity

of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generation of those 

who hate Me, But showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me 

and keep My commandments.”



What is even more disturbing than burying a plastic figure in your yard is 

anyone who professes to be a “Christian” and fails to read what is exactly in 

His Book. People are too careless to read it for themselves and submit their 

eternal destiny to the guidance of a guy in a fish hat waiving a can full of 

smoke, or a fire and brimstone Baptist with a wire microphone stuck in their 

ear. 

Psalm 135:15-18- “The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the work of 

men’s hands. They have mouths, but they do not     speak; they have eyes, but   

they do not     see; They have ears, but they do not hear,     nor is there breath in   

their mouths. Those who make them are like unto     them, so also everyone who   

trusts in them.”

Isaiah 44:17-18- “And with the rest of it he makes into a god, his graven 

image; he falls down to it and worships, and prays to it, and says, “Deliver 

me! For you are my god!” They know not nor understand; for He has shut 

their eyes so that they cannot see; and their hearts so that they 

cannot understand.”



There is an old song called “Plastic Jesus.” Some of you “older” folks may 

have seen these little plastic statues of Jesus on the dashboards of your parents

or relatives cars. The statue was to provide protection on the highways as 

seatbelts were not around yet. 

Plastic Jesus by Eddie Marrs
“I don't care if it rains or freezes
Long as I got my plastic Jesus
Riding on the dashboard of my car.”
There were several verses, and a variation was sung by Paul Newman in the 

movie, Cool Hand Luke. A bit of trivia in case you are ever on Jeopardy. 

Deaf, dumb, and blind, both the statues and the believers in them. In addition,

what we know about death and the Resurrection from God’s word, all of the 

Saints who have passed on are not floating around in Heaven, they are still 

dead and, in the ground, awaiting their wake-up call from Jesus Christ. Some 

may have an additional thousand years to nap if they did not follow God’s 

Commandments per His instructions. 

Hosea 4:6- "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have

rejected knowledge, I will also reject you from being as a priest to Me. Since 

you have forgotten the law of your God, I will also forget your children.”



Complacency regarding our salvation will cost so many a shot at redemption 

in the First Resurrection. Those who have been presented with the truth fail 

to make the commitment to God’s way of life even when they can read the 

facts from their very own Bibles. We need to be thankful His truth has been 

revealed to us. 

Romans 1:21-25- “Because when they knew God, they glorified Him not as 

God, neither were thankful; but they became vain in their own reasonings, 

and their foolish hearts were darkened. While professing themselves to be the 

wise ones, they became fools And changed the glory of the incorruptible God 

into the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed 

creatures, and creeping things. For this cause, God also abandoned them to 

uncleanness through the lusts of their hearts, to disgrace their own bodies 

between themselves, Who exchanged the truth of God for the lie; and they 

worshiped and served the created thing more than the One Who is Creator, 

Who is blessed into the ages. Amen.”

Matthew 11:25-27- “At that time Jesus answered and said, “I praise You, O 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the



wise and intelligent and have revealed them to babes. Yes, Father, for it was 

well pleasing in Your sight to do this. All things were delivered to Me by My 

Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; neither does anyone 

know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son personally 

chooses to reveal Him.”

 

Luke 10:22-23- “Then He turned to the disciples and said, “All things were 

delivered to Me by My Father; and no one knows Who the Son is, except the 

Father; and Who the Father is, except the Son, and the one to whom the Son 

personally chooses to reveal Him.” And He turned to His disciples and said 

privately, “Blessed are the eyes that have seen the things that you see.”

 

Christ Jesus died for our sins and paid for our redemption with His life. We 

do not need a plastic statue or a dead saint to intercede for us. We have access 

to the very throne of God because of His sacrifice. Those who are blinded to 

God’s truth are still seeking something earthly tangible or believing the lie 

that a canonized saint has more access to Divine power than Jesus Himself. 

If you need some interesting reading, you can look up the various saints online

and see what their respective areas of provision include. There is St. Anthony 



of Padua, whose forte is lost items. Jesus is the pinnacle of finding the lost and 

He alone is alive to accomplish this task. 

Luke 15:6-7- “And after coming to his house, he calls together his friends and 

neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that 

was lost.’ I tell you that likewise, there shall be joy in heaven over one sinner 

who repents, more than over ninety-nine righteous ones who have no need of 

repentance.”

Saint Dymphna is the saint for healing mental illness. If he truly were alive 

and had influence in this area, he would be having a field day in the USA right

now with all of the lunacy taking place with the uncovering of monies being 

spent by USAID. They give a whole new meaning to mental illness. Millions 

for Sesame Street programs in the Middle East, diversity and transgender 

programs for other nations, the list is more idiotic than burying a plastic 

figurine in your yard. Jesus had the whole healing agenda covered as well. 

Matthew 4:23-24- “And Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every 

disease and every bodily ailment among the people. Then His fame went out 



into all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were sick, oppressed by 

various diseases and torments, and possessed by demons, and lunatics, and 

paralytics; and He healed them.”

Apparently, there is a saint for every occasion. St. Fiacre for cabdrivers (not 

sure if he had a hack license or was simply a hack), St. Vitus for comedians 

(this entire premise is hysterical), St. Anthony the Abbot for grave diggers 

(seriously?), and St. Homobonus for tailors (the name threw me a curve and I 

was surprised when he was connected to the garment industry). 

Just like the list of government waste being uncovered, you cannot make this 

stuff up. I am not mocking any of these listed nor their earthly contributions. I

do raise an eyebrow of how weak minded so many so-called religious people 

are. Again, God is specific in His thoughts on idols and such practices. They 

are detestable to Him.

 

Ezekiel 11:21- “And as to those whose heart is going after their detestable 

things, and also their heart is after their abominable idols, I will recompense 

their way upon their own heads,” says the Lord GOD.”



If people would only read their Bible, every word of it, maybe then they would

lay aside such nonsense. Even praying to the saints is an exercise in futility. 

They are still dead just as the Patriarchs of the Bible are to this day. 

Acts 2:29- “Men and brethren, let me speak to you freely concerning the 

patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to 

this day.”

We are not even to worship angels as John found out when he fell at the 

Angel’s feet in Revelation. 

Revelation 19:10- “And I fell at his feet to worship him. Then he said to me, 

“See that you do not do this! I am a fellow servant of yours, and of your 

brethren, who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God. For the testimony of

Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

We are to worship God alone. 

Revelation 22:8-9- “Now I, John, was the one who saw and heard these things. 

And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel 

who was showing me these things. But he said to me, “See that you do not do 



this! For I am a fellow servant of yours, and of your brethren the prophets, 

and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”

God wants nothing between His children and Himself. Anything that detracts 

from our love and devotion that comes between us and Him can be an idol, 

plastic, gold, silver, manmade objects, or anything that would diminish our 

relationship with Him. As this Second Commandment is one that pertains to 

how we worship God, it is a critical salvational issue. Consequences are 

extreme. 

Revelation 21:8- “But the cowardly, and unbelieving, and abominable, and 

murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and     all liars  , shall 

have their part in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone; which is the 

second death.” 

Revelation 22:13-15 “I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the 

First and the Last. Blessed are those who keep His commandments, that they 

may have the right to eat of the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the

city. But excluded are dogs, and sorcerers, and fornicators, and murderers, 

and idolaters, and everyone who loves and devises a lie.”



Those who spread these lies and false teachings will have harsher judgments. 

It is sad that so many are caught up in “religion” and “religious practices” 

they ignore the word of God in favor of their traditions. Terminally Catholic 

with statues or Fatally Baptist “calling down the spirit” like a genie in a lamp, 

is nothing more than believing and trusting man more than God. We must 

never become so idle in our love and devotion to God we miss our calling. 

Amen. 
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