Caller ID

This week’s essay sparked some thoughts as prayer seems to be a topic that
gets a lot of discussion. When I think of prayer, I think of direct
communication with God. Much like the old TV series Batman (from the
sixty’s), Police Commissioner Gordon would pick up the Bat-phone and
simply push a button. Batman would answer (or Alfred his butler), “Yes
commissioner?” He knew who was calling on the other end. God certainly
does not need a phone, and He knows who is calling (and why) before you pick

up the phone.

We now have caller ID which allows us to see who is calling us before we
answer. It is a great time saver as we can skip most telemarketers and robo-
calls as the ID will appear on our phone. Caller ID is not really new as it has
been around since 1993. The names and numbers we have stored in our

contacts will appear as well.

As we read in the essay and from personal experience, communication is
fundamental in any relationship. Being in Special Operations for twenty-six of
my thirty years in law enforcement, I can attest it is extremely vital in tactical

planning and operational preparation. It was always said that the lack of



communications is the “mother of all screw-ups.” Countless lawsuits and even

deaths have occurred as a result of poor or misunderstood communications.

Our Savior, Jesus Christ, paid the ultimate price for our salvation. God gave
us the gift of His Holy Spirit upon our conversion and baptism so that we may
follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Our prayer life is essential to our spiritual
growth and further developing our relationship with both God the Father and
Jesus Christ. Both are far closer than any telephone and only a thought and
heartbeat away. The truth is, they never leave us. Our prayers are how we

talk 70 God.

Do prayers really work? Why are some prayers answered and others not?
Scoffers mock us and God because we pray to an invisible God we have never

seen. No one has.

John 1:18- “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, Who is

in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”

If we cannot see Him, why do we pray? That’s okay, I have never seen John
Wayne, but I know he lived. We cannot see the wind, but we can see its effects.

It is a matter of faith.



John 20:29- “Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, Thomas, you
have

believed; blessed are the ones who have not seen, but have believed.”

We will touch on three simple principles that affect our prayers, actually four
but the first is obvious. Love God. The first and greatest commandment from

Matthew 22.

Matthew 22:36-38- “Master, which commandment is the great commandment
in the Law?” And Jesus said to him,” ‘You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first

and greatest commandment;”

If this is not your “step one,” there’s no need to go further. Rethink your

current priorities.

John 5:42- “But I have known you, that you do not have the love of God in

yourselves.”



James 4:8- “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your

hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded!”

Loving God first is paramount to seemingly getting a “busy signal” when you

pray.

1 John 5:2-3- “By this standard we know that we love the children of God:
when we love God and keep His commandments. For this is the love of God:
that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not

burdensome.”

Caller ID helps us to avoid the calls from the “fair weather friends” who only
call when they want or need something. So many pray to God with a shopping
list of items they want delivered. God is not in the grocery business. Many
churches are full of “attendees” who are there for the free lunch or handouts
(present company excluded). They lack the faith of true belief in God. Have

faith in God.

Faith



Psalm 25:3- “ O my God, I trust in You; do not let me be ashamed, let not my

enemies triumph over me.”

Mark 11:22-24- “And Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith from
God. For truly I say to you, whoever shall say to this mountain, ‘Be taken
away and be cast into the sea,” and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall
believe that what he said will take place, he shall have whatever he shall say.
For this reason I say to you, all the things that you ask when you are praying,

believe that you will receive them, and they shall be given to you.”

1 Timothy 1:4-7- “ Nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies,
which lead to empty speculations rather than to edification from God, which
is in faith. Now the purpose of the commandment is love out of a pure heart,
and a good conscience, and genuine faith; From which some, having missed
the mark, have turned aside unto vain jangling; Desiring to be teachers of the
law, neither understanding what they are saying, nor what they are strongly

affirming.”

Trust



Our level of faith is primarily based on how much we actually trust God. He is
the One faithful Friend we never have to second guess. His word is secure,
immovable and assured. Our trust and faith are tested as we may not see
“instant” results on our prayers, or they may not be answered in the manner

in which we had asked.

Jeremiah 29:11-13- “For I know the purposes which I am purposing for you,’
says the LORD; ‘purposes of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a
hope. Then you shall call on Me, and you shall go and pray to Me, and I will

hearken to you. And you shall seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me

with all your heart.”

We must understand that His will supersedes ours in all aspects, even though
He allows us to have free will. Even Jesus on the night of His arrest and

crucifixion cried out to the Father in prayer for His will to be done.

Luke 22:42- “Saying, “Father, if You are willing to take away this cup from

Me—; nevertheless, not My will, but Your will be done.”



True freedom was born in Gethsemane that night when Christ Jesus
surrendered His will for the love of the Father and for us knowing what pain
and death was ahead. He trusted God to bring Him through the crucifixion
and raise Him from the dead. We too must trust in God in all aspects of our
lives. There can be no doubt. Doubt is a faith Killer. Doubt says, “I love you
God but...” We have shared on several occasions about “half-hearted

prayers” and failure to stand on the Rock of God’s word.

Mumbling some words we do not believe in our hearts to Whom we are asking

is pointless. Prayers are not a string of beads and vain babblings. Jesus

Himself taught us how to pray.

Matthew 6:7-13- “And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions, as the

heathen do; for they think that by multiplying their words they shall be heard.

Now then, do not be like them; for your Father knows what things you have
need of before you ask Him. Therefore, you are to pray after this manner:
‘Our Father Who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name; Your kingdom come;
Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily

bread; And forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors; And lead us



not into temptation, but rescue us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’”

Prayers need to come from a pure heart. Reciting something in repetition is
like handing in someone else’s homework. It is like the singing of a chorus in a
hymn to “call down the spirit.” It may give an appearance of being “religious”
but that’s about where it stops, an appearance. God can read between the

lines. There are always consequences for not doing what His word says.

Psalm 78:21-22- “Therefore the LORD heard and was furious; so a fire was
kindled against Jacob, and anger also came up against Israel Because they did

not believe in God and did not trust in His salvation,”

Our trust in God can alleviate our fears.

Psalm 56:3-4- “When I am afraid, I will trust in You. In God—I will praise

His word—in God I have put my trust; I will not be afraid. What can flesh do

to me?

In a world gone mad, this is most comforting.



Proverbs 16:20- “He who handles a matter wisely shall find good, and

whoever trusts in the LORD, happy is he.”

Hope

Our faith and trust are also linked to our hope.

Hebrews 11:1- “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the

conviction of things not seen.”

We have hope in the sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We have the

promises in God’s word assuring us of the blessing of salvation and eternal life

through Jesus Christ. God cannot lie.

Titus 1:2- “In the hope of eternal life, which God Who cannot lie promised

before the ages of time,”

Our faith and hope lie in the promises of God’s word.



1 Peter 1:21- “Even for you who through Him do believe in God, Who raised
Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope might be

in God.”

As parents, it is imperative we teach this principle to our children. It is best

taught when it is demonstrated by our example.

Psalm 78:5-8- “For He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law
in Israel, which He commanded our fathers, that they should teach them to
their children; So that the generation to come might know them, children
which shall be born; and they shall arise and tell zhem to their children, So
that they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but
keep His commandments; And might not be like their fathers, a stubborn and
rebellious generation, a generation that did not set their heart aright, and

whose spirit was not faithful with God.”

Hope can be wearying as we associate hope with a four lettered word nobody

likes, “wait.” See any patient people in Naples traffic?



Hosea 12:6- “Therefore return to your God; keep mercy and judgment and

wait for your God continually.”

We hope for our prayers to be answered immediately. It seems that people
treat prayers like a drive through at a fast-food restaurant and like their
worship of God Himself, they want to have it their way. Wait is used nearly
nine hundred times in scripture so it might be a great idea to learn what it is

to wait.

Proverbs 25:15- “By being patient a ruler is won over, and a soft tongue

breaks the bone.”

Ecclesiastes 7:8- “Better is the end of a thing than the beginning of it; the

patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.”

Patience in spirit is definitely a virtue and provides strength in our hope. It is
crucial in our walk and our spiritual growth. We have hope in God and will

wait for His will in our prayers.



Isaiah 40:31- “But those who wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be wearys;

they shall walk and not faint.”

We are commanded to “Pray without ceasing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).
Constant communication with our Father in Heaven keeps the enemy at bay.
If we practice this principle, the devil cannot get in a word edgewise. But

remember, God knows our hearts and motives when we pray.

1 Timothy 5:5-6- “Now she who is a widow indeed, and who is alone in the
world, has her hope in God, and continues in supplications and prayers night
and day. But the one who is living for self-gratification is dead while she

lives.”

Prayer is s direct line of communication to the very throne of God.

Hebrews 4:14-16- “Having therefore a great High Priest, Who has passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, we should hold fast the confession of our
faith. For we do not have a high priest who cannot empathize with our

weaknesses, but One Who was tempted in all things according to the likeness



of our own temptations; yet He was without sin. Therefore, we should come
with boldness to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find

grace to help in time of need.”

Jesus is our intercessor.

Romans 8:34- “Who is the one that condemns? ¢ is Christ Who died, but
rather, Who is raised again, Who is even now at the right hand of God, and

Who is also making intercession for us.”

He is our Representative to God the Father. When we pray, do we talk z0 God
or talk at God? If the prayers come from a pure and contrite heart, they are

received in God’s inbox.

Psalm 17:1- “Hear the right, O LORD; attend unto my cry; give ear unto my

prayer, for it is not from lips of deceit.”

Proverbs 15:29- “The LORD is far from the wicked, but He hears the prayer

of the righteous.”



Isaiah 59:1-2- “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened that it cannot save,
nor is His ear heavy that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have come
between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He

will not hear,”

God had caller ID on our lives before we were born. He knows us. It may be a
convenience for us to ignore contacts we do not wish to speak with at a given
moment. Our conduct, our faith, trust, and hope will have an influence on our
prayer life and spiritual growth overall. Much like the Beatitudes are
sequential building blocks, one upon the other, we cannot expect results
without the solid spiritual foundation we find in Christ’s example. Putting
these simple steps into practice may just have the desired impact on our
answered prayers. Our prayers will always be answered according to God’s
will. Prayer is never about getting; it is about giving God our best from our
hearts. He only has our best interests in mind.

Psalm 84:11- “For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD will give

grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold from those who walk

uprightly.”

Amen.
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