
Born   Again, Saved, and Heaven Bound  

We have discussed these topics on occasion over the past several 

years and it is time for an updated “repeat” to emphasize the need 

for our ready answer arsenal when we are asked salvational 

questions. There are excerpts from one of the “Cut and Paste” series

we started a number of years ago. 

Most protestant religions believe you must be “born again” to go to 

Heaven. Simply say the “sinner’s prayer” and receive Jesus into 

your heart, be a good person and you will float off to heaven and be 

with grandma upon your death and live out all eternity walking on 

the streets of gold. Wow, two lies in one premise. Many churches 

preach that when a person dies, that person’s spirit floats off to 

heaven as an eternal spirit being to walk the streets of gold for all 

eternity. Just how one gets there is a variation in the different 

religious denominations and doctrines. 



Many times, I have been to funerals and have heard people say of 

departed loved ones “I’ll bet they’re looking down on all of us right 

now smiling wishing we were with them…” Even still, people post 

on social media of wishing a dead relative a “happy Heavenly 

birthday.” I realize that the pain of loss and missing loved ones is 

the driving force, lack of any biblical knowledge blinds those who 

utter such wishes. 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have 

rejected knowledge, I will also reject you from being as a priest to 

Me. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I will also forget 

your children.”- Hosea 4:6 

I remember being at one funeral for a member of the motorcycle 

club we used to ride with, and the comment was made that “I’ll bet 

he’s drunk as a monkey riding his motorcycle right now!” As lame 



as that comment is we know the blind lead the blind but the deaf 

and dumb are far worse off. Sadly, this mindset is taught to the 

misinformed sheep by Sunday Shepherds from behind the pulpit. It 

is an easier pill to swallow than rotting back to dust in a hole in the 

ground. Such thoughts are only for the living and I’m sure they give 

a certain level of comfort and peace to those present. They are not 

interested in truth anyway, so they settle for the story teller’s 

explanation. It is  easier to believe than actually knowing the 

wonderful Plan of God for mankind. God’s plan that takes 

commitment, work, and devotion, not to mention reading, studying, 

and living God’s Word and way of life. 

Genesis 3:19- “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until 

you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you 

are, and to dust you shall return.” 

Ecclesiastes 9:4-6- “For whoever is among the living, there is hope; 

for a living dog is better than a dead lion. For the living know that 



they shall die; but the dead do not know anything, nor do they have 

any more a reward; for their memory is forgotten. Also, their love, 

and their hatred, and their envy, is long ago perished; nor do they 

any longer have a portion forever in all that is done under the sun.”

People must think that because this is Old Testament, that this fact 

from God was also done away with as being “for the Jews.” But 

being dead affects everyone at some point as nobody gets out of life 

alive. 

Hebrews 9:27- “And inasmuch as it is appointed unto men once to 

die, and after this, the judgment;”

Oh wait, this is New Testament! I guess God did not do away with it 

after all, even though man changed it. He had help as Satan, the 

great dragon has deceived the whole world (Revelation 12:9). 



Going to heaven is a lie from Satan and has been perpetuated 

through the ages and the many divisions among Christianity.

Born Again

What in fact does God’s word say about being “born again” and 

what really happens to us when we die? We will not beat this to 

death as we all have a foundational understanding of the scriptures 

and God’s Word is undisputable. So many fail to read God’s Word in 

its entirety they only read, see, and hear what they want too. Hence 

the “Cut and Paste” theme of these essays. 

John 3:3-7- “Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly I say to 

you, unless anyone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 

God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man who is old be born? 

Can he enter his mother’s womb a second time and be born?” Jesus 

answered, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless anyone has been born of

water and of Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That 



which has been born of the flesh is flesh; and that which has been 

born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘It is 

necessary for you to be born again.”

Now if Nicodemus, a Pharisee, and member of the Sanhedrin had 

questions, how can anyone not knowing any of God’s Word expect 

to figure this out? Sadly, those who profess to lead God’s flock know

so truly little of the Bible or worse, choose to ignore it and worship 

God “their way.” 

We are all born of water at birth from a human mother and here is 

where things go awry, “to be born of spirit” refers to the coming 

resurrection of the dead to eternal life. It does not refer to a hyped-

up alter call accompanied by tambourines and wailing. It does not 

mean flopping around on the floor “slain in the spirit,” or mumbling

gibberish in “tongues,” It does not mean a conversion experience as 

so many are deceived into believing. No one on this Earth who claims

to be born again is   spirit  . They may think they are spiritual, but I 



have yet to see anyone walk through a wall. I helped my brother 

through a laundry door once, but he was not a spirit either. 

The journey to spiritual rebirth will begin with genuine repentance 

and baptism and a commitment” to living God’s Way of life. As a 

fast-food society and “having it our way” certainly applies to 

anything to entice us, fast track, cut corners, and make us feel good, 

especially believing we are going to “heaven” if we just say a simple 

prayer. If salvation were that easy the lines would look like a Disney 

attraction to get into a Sunday church. You may as well send in 

some box tops for a decoder ring…makes as much sense. It is a 

l  ifelong   transition we begin at baptism, and it requires our   efforts   

and obedience   to God’s Word  . 

Titus 3:3-5- “For we also were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, 

serving all kinds of lusts and pleasures, living in malice and 

envy, hateful and hating one another. But when the graciousness 

and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, Not by works



of righteousness which we practiced, but according to His mercy He 

saved us, through the washing of regeneration and the renewing of 

the Holy Spirit,”

Missing the mark in scripture makes it easy to twist the Word into a

tailor-made theology. With the thousands of denominations of 

Christianity, people can select which doctrine scratches their ears 

the best. 

2 Timothy 4:2-5- “Preach the Word! Be urgent in season and out of 

season; convict, rebuke, encourage, with all patience and doctrine. 

For there shall come a time when they will not tolerate sound 

doctrine; but according to their own lusts they shall accumulate to 

themselves a great number of teachers, having ears itching to 

hear what satisfies their cravings; And they shall turn away their 

own ears from the truth; and they shall be turned aside unto myths. 

But as for you, be vigilant in all things, endure hardships, do the 

work of an evangelist; fully carry out your ministry.”



 

Hearing what they want to hear to fill in the blanks to fit their 

narrative. 

1 Peter 1:3-4- “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, Who, according to His abundant mercy, has begotten us 

again unto a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead; Unto an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and 

unfading, reserved in heaven for us,”

For so many this means we have a place waiting for us in heaven! 

No, our inheritance is waiting for us in Heaven. We will receive our 

reward when Jesus Christ returns to the Earth. They read scripture 

like the Omish people speak, “throw Papa down the stairs his hat,” 

or “throw the cow over the fence some hay.” 



The closest we will come to Heaven (the third heaven) is when we 

are resurrected to the Sea of Glass at the First Resurrection. This 

takes place in the sky above the Earth (1 Thessalonians 4:17). 

1 Peter 1:22-23- “Having purified your lives by obedience to the 

Truth unto unfeigned brotherly love through the Spirit, love one 

another fervently with a pure heart. For you have been begotten 

again, not from corruptible seed, but from incorruptible seed, by the

living Word of God, which remains forever.” 

When we do what God’s Word tells us to do, we are equipped to a 

level of understanding that those who do not seek His way or truth 

do not comprehend. Their knowledge will always be limited.

1 John 2:20- “But you have the anointing from the Holy One, and 

you have knowledge of all things pertaining to salvation.” 



By cutting and pasting scripture and taking it out of context, they 

can make it fit to whatever doctrine they want to market. Ignoring 

any of God’s Word is a fatal error in a spiritual sense. 

2 Peter 1:20-21- “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture 

originated as anyone’s own private interpretation; Because prophecy

was not brought at any time by human will, but the holy men of God

spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 

God does not need an editor, a proofreader, or a translator. His 

Word says what it says. Leave it to man to chop it up to suit his own 

needs. 

Simply saying the “sinner’s prayer” and breezing off to heaven 

opens the door to the mindset, “once saved, always saved.” Well 

boys and girls, it is far more involved than that. The sinner’s prayer,

while there is nothing wrong with asking Jesus Christ into our 

hearts, forgive us of our sins and be The Lord of our lives, it is not 

any type of right or contract. It is tragically used in place or the true



covenant we receive at Passover, after repentance and baptism. 

Folks just want to skip those parts and go right to the salvation. It is 

likened to someone reading the past page of a novel and skipping the

main body of the book. They know the ending but are clueless about

how they get there. Filling in the blanks with the easiest route is 

what most protestant churches preach.

 

We are required to keep all of God’s Word, His Sabbaths, and Holy 

Days. Sure, we can have faith (we live by faith), but we also must get

off our backsides and work! We do not get to decide on which 

Commandments or Holy Days we will obey. It is all or nothing. 

James 2:18- “But someone is going to say, “You have faith, and I 

have works.” My answer is: You prove your faith to me through 

your works, and I will prove my faith to you through my works.” 



Now we know we are not referring to any employment or job, but 

the effort put forth in our faith to grow in our spirits in the likeness 

of Christ.

 

James 2:20-26- “But are you willing to understand, O foolish man, 

that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father 

justified by works when he offered up Isaac, his own son, upon the 

altar? Do you not see that faith was working together with his 

works, and by works his faith was perfected? And the scripture was 

fulfilled which says, “Now Abraham believed God, and it was 

reckoned to him for righteousness;” and he was called a friend of 

God. You see, then, that a man is justified by works, and not by 

faith only. Now, in the same manner also, was not Rahab the harlot 

justified by works when, after receiving the messengers, she sent 

them out a different way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, 

in the same way also, faith without works is dead.”



Saved

Another term that accompanies the “born again” doctrine is really a

synonym. “Saved.” This usually refers to one who has said the 

“sinner’s prayer” and becomes “born again.” They are now 

“saved.” Saved from what may still be questionable, most will 

continue in whatever sins and practices they may have had 

previously. Now I am not saying that anyone ceases from sin, even 

after baptism, as we all will continue to commit sin so long as we are

flesh and blood. Our salvation will come if we endure to the end. 

Matthew 24:13- “But the one who endures to the end, that one shall 

be saved.” 

Mark 13:13- “And you shall be hated by all men for My name’s 

sake; but the one who endures to the end, that one shall be saved.” 

Saved at the end of what? Well, we can paint two imaginary finish 



lines on this. One will be when we finish our race and are called to 

our rest. 

2 Timothy 4:7- “I have fought a good fight; I have finished the 

course; I have kept the faith.” The other will be when our Savior 

Jesus Christ returns to the Earth to claim His chosen in the First 

Resurrection.

Revelation 20:6- “Blessed and holy is the one who has part in the 

first resurrection; over these the second death has no power. But 

they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him 

a thousand years.” This is when we will be saved. This is when we 

will be born again into spirit. 

Heaven Bound

Dying and going to heaven was one of the hurdles I remember 

having to overcome in finally seeking God and His Word. I, like 

most of us, had been taught all my life by those I loved in my own 



family. My Mom and Grandmom both said that if I were good and 

believed in Jesus, I would go to heaven when I die. We all ask 

ourselves; how could anyone who claims to love us mislead us in 

such a direction? Well, they only did what they were taught by their 

family members before them. Perpetuating the lie because a lack of 

knowledge of God’s Word. Christmas and Easter came in the same 

bottle as this misinformation. It is why so many are clueless. God 

Himself must speak to our hearts and call us for us to understand 

His Word and Way of life (John 6:44). We have been truly blessed 

to have been given this knowledge and truth. 

Romans 11:33- “O the depth of the riches of both the wisdom and 

the knowledge of God! How unfathomable are His judgments and 

unsearchable are His ways!” 

The Bible refers to death quite often as sleep. 



Job 14:12- “So man lies down and does not rise. Till the heavens are 

no more, they shall not awake, nor be awakened out of their sleep.”

I believe in keeping it simple and we will not get confused if 

explained in the Words of Our Creator. It also leaves no room for 

arguments. So, let us go back to Genesis 2:7- “And God formed man

of the dust of the ground, and breathed life into his nostrils the 

breath of life; and man became a living soul.” 

God made us from the dust of the Earth. Fairly plain and simple. He

breathed His breath of life into us and made us a living soul. Again, 

it’s not complicated. We know that woman was taken from man in 

reading Genesis 2:21-23. We were without sin until Satan deceived 

Eve and both she and Adam fell from grace and sin and death 

entered the world. Having now an end to life, just where does one go

upon the end of life at death? 



We mentioned at the beginning of this lesson that God clearly states 

in Genesis 3:19- “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until 

you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you 

are, and to dust you shall return.” 

God makes it clear; He is putting us right back where He made us 

from, the Earth. 

Many ask, “What about our spirit (the breath of life)?” Well, that 

belonged to God in the first place, it was not ours. Even if we were a 

baptized saint and had received His Holy Spirit, it would return to 

Him, our mortal body would still be returned to the ground from 

which it came. His Spirit returns to Him. 

Ecclesiastes 12:7 – “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:

and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.”

As we mentioned also at the beginning of this lesson, 



Ecclesiastes 9:5-6- “For the living know that they shall die; but the 

dead do not know anything, nor do they have any more a reward; for

their memory is forgotten. Also, their love, and their hatred, and 

their envy, is long ago perished; nor do they any longer have a 

portion forever in all that is done under the sun.

The Bible clearly states that when we die, our thoughts, our 

memories, all that we were, dies with us. We know nothing. The 

breath of life and God’s Spirit return to Him. We rest until we are 

called. 

1 Corinthians 6:20- “For you were bought with a price. Therefore, 

glorify God in your body, and     in your spirit, which are God’s  .” 

So, just who does go to heaven? Jesus Himself answers this question 

in John 3:13- “And no one has ascended into heaven, except He Who 

came down from heaven, even the Son of man, Who is in heaven.” 



We all know John 3:16 but I do not recall ever hearing John 3:13 in 

any church I ever attended. I wonder why? By the very words of 

Jesus Himself, NO person has ever ascended up to the third heaven 

where God the Father is seated. The blessed truth of God’s plan is 

that we will be resurrected to glory with Our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ upon His return to establish His Kingdom on the Earth to 

reign with Him! But to do this we must be obedient and KEEP HIS 

COMMANDMENTS AND HIS HOLY DAYS. 

All of those prophets and heroes of the Bible as wonderful as their 

works and contributions were, they are still dead and buried to this 

very day. Abel, Abraham, Noah, Enoch, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, David 

and so on are awaiting the coming of our Savior. 

Hebrews 11:12-13- “Because of this faith, there came into being 

from one man—and moreover, one who was reproductively dead

— descendants as numerous as the stars in the heavens, and as 

countless as the sand on the seashore. All these died in faith, not 



having     received the promises  , but having seen them from afar, and 

having been persuaded of them, and having embraced them, and 

having confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on 

the earth.”

Acts 2:29- “Men and brethren, let me speak to you freely concerning

the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is 

with us to this day.” 

It almost boggles the mind to think anyone who is a so-called 

Christian can miss such blatant truth in the Bible. I often use a 

certain TV preacher as an example referring to one of their 

comments, “I’ve been in the world thirty years!” Boasting they have

been preaching that long. Such a pity they never actually read God’s

Bible and even more tragic is failing to do what He says to do and not

the traditions of men! Reading the Bible or “being in the church” 

for thirty years does not give anyone any status or salvation unless 



you are obeying God’s Commandments and Holy Days as He 

instructed…to the letter. God is NO respecter of persons. 

Romans 2:13- “Because the hearers of the law are not just before 

God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.”

Daniel 12:1-2- “And at that time Michael shall stand up, the great 

prince who stands for the children of your people. And there shall 

be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even

until that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered—

everyone who shall be found written in the book. And many of those

who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 

life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 

This is another scripture that is often included in the “saved” 

mindset. Those who believe they are “born again” now think they 

have their names written in the Lambs Book of Life. They are “once

save and always saved.” 



Here is a newsflash, God has an eraser. We had better have that 

relationship with Him and walk as He walked. Simply knowing His 

Word, tambourines, dancing in the aisles, calling down the spirit or 

handing out tracks or pamphlets and so many things we may think 

we are doing for God are really acts of the flesh. God knows the 

heart and motive. “Hey God! Look what I am doing for you!” We 

had better know Him and know Him in spirit with a humble and 

contrite heart. 

Revelation 21:24-27- “And the nations that are saved shall walk in 

its light; and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory and 

honor into it. And its gates shall never be shut by day; for there shall

be no night there. And they shall bring the glory and the honor of 

the nations into it. And nothing that defiles shall ever     enter into it, nor  

shall anyone who practices an abomination or devises a lie; but only 

those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 



Plain and simple, no unclean thing shall enter the Kingdom of God. 

But we have the promise of God, and our reward is coming with our

Savior when He returns. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18- “But I do not wish you to be ignorant, 

brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, that you be not 

grieved, even as others, who have no hope. For if we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, in exactly the same way also, those who 

have fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. For this we say 

to you by the Word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 

remain unto the coming of the Lord shall in no wise precede those 

who have fallen asleep Because the Lord Himself shall descend from

heaven with a shout of command, with the voice of an archangel 

and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds for the meeting with the Lord in the air; and so 



shall we always be with the Lord. Therefore, encourage one 

another with these words.”

Someday we will be born again of the spirit and our transition is 

assured by God’s Word if we do what He tells us to do, AS HE 

SAYS. We are heirs to His Kingdom.

 

Luke 12:32- “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father delights 

in giving you the kingdom.” What a wonderful God we serve! Amen.
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