A Sure Thing

Have you ever wondered why we may cross paths with someone we may have
known in the past or have not seen for years or even decades? How about one
person of influence (or several) that gave us a direction? Sometimes, out of the
clear blue, we bump into an old acquaintance, neighbor or even a childhood
friend. Most can be dismissed as coincidence, but many encounters are God’s
guidance and course corrections, perhaps a whole new set of maps. We end up

asking ourselves, “why now?”

Ecclesiastes 3:1- “To everything there is a season, and a time for every

purpose under the heavens:”

If we pause and think about what God may be doing, His answer may be a few
prayers away. If we are genuinely loving God first, we should be coming to a
place of looking for God in all aspects of our lives. We can be quick to see Him
in the storms and trials, but He is actively involved in His creation every day

and with every breath He gives us. It makes far more sense to seek Him in all



things than cry out only when a crisis hits. The first thing out of everyone’s
mouth when chaos and havoc strikes is, “Oh my God!” I would rather have

Him know me beforehand.

We will not discuss the storms this week but why does God wait to bring an
old friend, acquaintance, or even someone new for a brief period into our
lives? He was waiting for us, waiting for the right circumstances. It may have
taken the years of wandering in the wilderness to get us to the point of
understanding we need to be at. Perhaps our spiritual hunger drove us to a
new place as our spiritual walk was anemic and starving by what we had been
doing for so long. There always seemed to be something missing. God’s timing

and purpose are always perfect.

We recently spoke of “what are the odds” of Bible prophecy coming to pass.
Well, if you recall they were astronomical and nearly incalculable. 1 X 10 to
the 2000™ power! The population of the Earth does not have that many fingers

and toes to count upon. What are odds anyway?



The expression “what are the odds” itself is an idiom. An idiom is a group of
words established by usage as having a meaning not deducible from those of

the individual words, e.g., rain cats and dogs, see the light” (Free Dictionary).

So, when we use “what are the odds” we refer to how likely we think
something is to happen. Odds are used extensively in gambling. Bookmakers
or “Bookies” will set certain odds for any range of betting topics from
professional sports to the next Pope or the upcoming election. “If you can
think it, you can bet on it” according to Joseph Del Duca, head of
communications at VGW, a social gaming platform. The odds represent the
ratio between the amounts staked by parties to a wager or bet. Thus, odds

of 10 to 1 mean the first party (normally the bookmaker) stakes ten times the
amount staked by the second party (the gambler). Simply speaking, “odds” is
the term used to describe the chances a person placing a bet has of winning. In

gambling:

e (Odds are the chances of winning.
e (Odds are always against the person placing the bet.

o The “house” always has the edge.

No matter how sweet or enticing the odds may seem, it is always in favor of

the house. There is always a risk. While risks can be calculated into odds,



there’s always chance. The longer you gamble; the more likely the chance is
you will lose. It is the “world’s system.” Take it from me, in my younger days,
I’d get paid Friday, head to the casinos in Atlantic City and not have money
by Monday. People love to gamble and gamble on anything. People often bet

on what they believe to be “a sure thing.” A bet they cannot lose.

How about us? Do we gamble with our time and walk with God? Do we take
for granted and roll the dice that we will always have enough time to “get it

right?”

Matthew 24:36- “But concerning that day, and the hour, no one knows, not

even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.”

Matthew 24:42- “Watch, therefore, because you do not know in what hour

your Lord is coming.”

Matthew 24:50- “The lord of that servant will come in a day that he does not

expect, and in an hour that he does not know.”



Matthew 25:13- “Watch, therefore, for you do not know the day nor the hour

in which the Son of man is coming.”

We can never allow ourselves to become complacent and sit comfortably in

the easy chair thinking, “we’ve made it, we’ve been called.” If you have been

baptized, your work has just begun and has gotten very real.

Hebrews 6:12- “So that you do not become lazy, but that you be imitators of

those who through faith and steadfast endurance inherit the promises.”

The other side of that coin is, you’d better bear fruit and use the gifts you

have been given. They were given by God and paid for with the life of Jesus

Christ.

Matthew 7:17-21- “In the same way, every good tree produces good fruit, but
a corrupt tree produces evil fruit. A good tree cannot produce evil fruit, nor

can a corrupt tree produce good fruit. Every tree that is not producing good

fruit is cut down and is cast into the fire. Therefore, you shall assuredly know

them by their fruits. Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter




into the kingdom of heaven; but the one who is doing the will of My Father,

Who is in heaven.”

Complacency will lead us into the belief that like gamblers, we can “hedge”
our bets by appearing to be active within the fellowship or an outward
appearance to others. The reality is that in trying to “beat the system,” like
gamblers, we will ultimately lose in the end. Gamblers try and beat the odds
by betting from different angles, Sunday churchers try “hedge” their bets by
being a “good person” and playing church on all fronts. Handing out tracts or

being in the choir and not having the personal relationship with God is like

playing Monopoly for ten years without going past “GO.” Being a good

person doesn’t cut it.

Matthew 19:17- “And He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is
good except one—God. But if you desire to enter into life, keep the

commandments.”

Simply reading the Bible, knowing what is in it, and believing in God doesn’t

cut it.



James 2:18-20- “But someone is going to say, “You have faith, and I have
works.” My answer is: You prove your faith to me through your works, and I
will prove my faith to you through my works. Do you believe that God is one?
You do well 70 believe this. Even the demons believe—and tremble in fear. But
are you willing to understand, O foolish man, that faith without works is
dead?”

Loving God first, trusting God in all things, and obeying God’s word with a

humble heart is the key. We can have a hedge about us as Job had from God.

Job 1:10- “Have You not made a hedge around him, and around his house,
and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his

hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.”

But God can remove it as well as Job found out.

When we spoke of Biblical odds, we can also mention the daily and weekly
odds of playing the lottery. So many people believe the only way they will ever
be able to retire is to hit the lottery. But the odds of winning either the

Powerball or Mega Millions are roughly 1 in 292.2 million and 1 in 302.6



million, respectively. Nowhere near the scale of Biblical prophecies coming to
pass. Still, it consumes so many people with delusions of great wealth, they can

squander paychecks trying to hit “the big one.”

That’s man’s fallen way of thinking, “I need things to enjoy life.” God’s way
is, He gives us life to enjoy things. We can have life and more abundantly
living it His way.

John 10:10-11- “The thief does not come except to steal and kill and destroy. I
have come so that they may have life and may have it more abundantly. I am
the good Shepherd. The good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”
Coming to know God, seeking Him, you will begin to see Him all around you
in His creation. We too are His creation. It may be difficult to see anything
closely resembling Him in those around us but first looks begin in front of a

mirror.

Romans 1:19-20- “Because that which may be known of God is manifest
among them, for God has manifested it to them; For the invisible things of
Him are perceived from the creation of the world, being understood by the
things that were made—both His eternal power and Godhead—so that they

are without excuse;”



So, don’t expect Ed McMahon (who is Ed McMahon?) to knock on your door
with a check from Publisher’s Clearinghouse either. No, not just because he’s
dead but because the odds are Publishers Clearing House has said your
chances of winning a top prize such as the $7,000 a week for life are “in the
hundreds of millions.” Other estimates place your odds at 1 in 1.7 billion
(nearly 7 the population of the Earth). To put that in perspective, your odds
of winning the Powerball lottery jackpot are 1 in 292 million. Compared to
the Publishers Clearing House sweepstakes, that’s practically a sure thing.

History has shown us that with man, nothing is a sure thing, except how to

pervert the things of God.

There is no question that we all have the same manual for directions to God’s
Kingdom. The highway is narrow and there is only one straight route we can
take. Deviations, detours, and confusion are like the potholes we encounter
along the way. The more poor and stupid choices we make, the more detours
and delays to our destination we will have. If you are not paying attention and
following His map to the letter, you may not make it all. God is not the author

of confusion.

1 Corinthians 14:33- “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as

in all the churches of the saints.”



Having someone come into our life may be God’s way of providing directions
to keep us on course or even stop you from driving off a cliff. If you are as
thick-skulled as I have been in my life, you may be in for a rough ride, but the

choice is always ours to make. So, make the right choice.

Back in the day, getting directions from a map was always a challenge. The
even bigger challenge was trying to fold it up when we were finished with it.
Today, we have Google Maps and GPS that will “talk” you right to your
destination. God will do the same if we are smart enough and can be still and
obedient and listen for His voice. Sometimes, we can get directions from a
friend or someone we trust. Someone who has travelled pothole filled
highways, had numerous detours along the way, missed an exit or two and still
found their way back by the grace of Almighty God. Again, God’s timing is

always perfect.

The best directions are written for us in the Bible. Everyone here is here for a
reason. We have come from many separate places and backgrounds, but we
all heard God’s call. We answered. Some may not finish the journey; they

may take a wrong turn and end up somewhere they don’t want to be. Taking



your eyes off the road is failing to keep your heart and mind on God and
walking in the footsteps of Jesus. Failing to bear fruit as we mentioned earlier

is a consequence.

Isaiah 30:21- “And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is
the way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right hand and when you turn to

the left.”

Having like minded travelers around us increases our “odds” of staying on the
right path. But nowhere is immune to Satan’s attacks, especially in the church.
Even more so in God’s true church that is keeping His Sabbaths and Holy

Days.

Acts 19:32- “Now some were crying out one thing and some another; for the
assembly was confused, and the majority of them did not know for what

reason they had come together.”

Remember the reasons why we are here. We love God, we honor God by
worshipping Him in spirit and in truth. We keep His Sabbaths and Holy Days,

and we edify and support one another in the image of Jesus Christ our Lord.



Hebrews 12:1- “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great throng of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin that so easily entraps us;

and let us run the race set before us with endurance,”

We do not need to “handicap” a race, only finish the one we are in. We’ve
been given a set of “astronomical odds” from God Himself through His Word
and through His Son Jesus Christ. To put things in a biblical perspective, risk
is eliminated as our new odds individually are 1 to 1. For everyone who has

ever lived it would be 113 billion to One. God is The Only Sure Thing.

Now make no mistake about it. God is NOT a gambler. He does everything

with purpose and by Divine Design.

Ecclesiastes 3:14- “I know that whatever God does, it shall be forever; nothing
can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; and God does if so that men

should fear before Him.”

Romans 8:27-30- “And the One Who searches the hearts comprehends what
the strivings of the Spirit are because it makes intercession for the saints

according to the will of God. And we know that all things work together for



good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose
Because those whom He did foreknow, He also predestinated zo be conformed
to the image of His own Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren. Now whom He predestinated, these He also called; and whom He

called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”

Answering God’s call is not a gamble, it is a gift.

Ephesians 1:11- “Yes, in Him, in Whom we also have obtained an inheritance,
having been predestinated according to His purpose, Who is working out all

things according to the counsel of His own will;”

Philippians 1:5-6- “For your fellowship in the gospel from zhe first day until
now; Being confident of this very thing, that He Who began a good work in

you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”

While we may never hit the lottery or win big at a casino, we have already
been given the greatest prize imaginable, greater than Charlie Buckets’
Golden Ticket, better than a fistful of winning lottery tickets; we’ve been

given God’s promise of eternal life in His Kingdom.



John 17:3- “For this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, Whom You did send.”

Romans 6:23- “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life

through Christ Jesus our Lord.”

1 John 2:25- “And this is the promise that He has promised us: eternal life.”

1 John 5:11-13- “And this is the witness: that God has given us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son. The one who has the Son has efernal life; the one
who does not have the Son of God does not have eternal life. These things I
have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God in order that
you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe

in the name of the Son of God.”

For whatever reason you ended up here, it is a sure thing that it is God’s

design. God is not a gambler; it is by His will we have accepted His invitation.
It isn’t by chance that we cross paths with certain people throughout our lives.

God knew who and what it would take to get us on course. Detours and the



destination are up to us. If we lose the sure thing of God’s promises, it will be
by our own doing. What we choose to do with it from this day forward is

solely our choice. Make the right one. Amen.
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