
A New Year

It may be hard to fathom for some of us,  but it is 2025! That may not seem all

that unbelievable to most people in this room who were born in the 21st 

century. But a few of us dinosaurs, or fossils as Andrea calls me, were born in 

the middle of the 20th century. There are some of us who may feel as if we 

were born in the 19th century. 

I am somewhat disappointed as we were told we’d have flying cars by the year

2000! Where are all the flying cars we were told about when we were kids? 

Something polluted the drive and desire from sixty years ago. Instead of 

rocket cars we have flashlights with wheels that require a charging station. 

They even burst into flames on occasion. Sign me up…We can blame society, 

politicians, liberals, and so on but the fault may be in the church. Weak and 

watered down with the “hippie on a stick” imagery and the “once saved 

always saved” theology has made a complacent people even more lazy to take 

the easy way out. Maybe it will all be better when we get to Heaven…

Time has literally spun out of control and the dates are whizzing past like an 

electric meter on somebody’s house during Christmas with all of their lights 



and inflatable kangaroos, Grinches and the like. FPL must love this time of 

year. One thing is for certain; we cannot stop it or slow it down. 

Change is definitely in the works for the coming year. We will be getting a 

“new” former President in sixteen days. It will be entertaining to see just how 

many liberal actors actually move out of the United States or how many of 

those suffering from TDS have strokes. We may get a reprieve for a time with 

the pendulum swinging back to the right of center. People have had enough of 

all the WOKE, DEI, trans-whatever, and socialism for quite some time. 

Morality is back on the front burner and there is much talk about “revival” 

and all of the tambourine thumping associated with it. 

We, who have been baptized, have made the choice to step away from our 

previous lives and ways to receive God’s truth and live life His way. This I 

know was not something that was an easy decision but once His truth becomes

apparent, I cannot think of anything easier. Departing from the ways of the 

world and attending church services that are based on falsehoods is 

contradictory to the very word we believe in. Even those who have not yet 

taken the plunge are here seeking God’s truth as they are being invited and 



personally drawn by Him. Leaving the former things in the rear-view mirror 

gets easier by the week. 

Isaiah 43:18-19- “Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things 

of old. Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall sprout; shall you not know 

it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, rivers in the desert.”

While the “revival” mindset may be of benefit socially for the nation’s 

morality, any deviation from God’s Word is a lie. God is no respecter of 

persons as we all know. 

James 2:1- “My brethren, do not have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Lord of glory, with respect of persons.”

James 2:9-10- “But if you have respect of persons, you are practicing sin, 

being convicted by the law as transgressors; For if anyone keeps the whole 

law, but sins in one aspect, he becomes guilty of all.”

Romans 2:11- “Because there is no respect of persons with God.”

We have a standard we must live up to. God’s and not man’s. 



Acts 5:29- “But Peter and the apostles answered and said, “We are obligated 

to obey God rather than men.”

We cannot compromise it by ignoring sin. The spark of “moral goodness” will

promote better ideals for society but will not get anyone to the First 

Resurrection. If someone is sinning and we excuse it, we become guilty as well.

That will hinder anyone’s spiritual growth. 

Proverbs 16:25- “There is a way that seems right to a man, but the end 

thereof is the way of death.”

1 Corinthians 5:6- “Your glorying is not good. Don’t you know that a little 

leaven leavens the whole lump?”

Satan is always looking for a foothold or a crack in the door. He is constantly 

jiggling the locks on the doors to our hearts. It is really easy to get pulled back

into the world if you are not walking in step with God. 

Amos 3:3- “Can two walk together unless they be agreed?”



If you are puzzled as to why your spiritual forward progress is thwarted or 

down to a crawl, time for the inward spiritual examination. As of this writing, 

there are only 97 days until Passover anyway so now is a wonderful time to 

start. Even better is when your feet hit the floor every morning. 

Looking back at our own past mistakes is a way to move forward. Hopefully, 

we have learned from them and can move onward without repeating them. If 

we fail to learn from them, God has a way of giving us a re-test until we get 

the passing grade. Reminding someone else of their past mistakes is something

the enemy uses. Remember, Jesus forgave you of yours and paid the ultimate 

price for it. 

2025 is commencing our tenth year as a fellowship. Starting out was 

something entirely new. Teaching the Word of God was not like teaching a 

firearms class or giving an explosives demonstration. It was taking up an 

assignment for and with the Ultimate Boss. There is no arguing with Him, no 

matter how much you think you are right. Relax, you are not. 



I had been to enough churches in my life to see how “not to do things” as so 

many denominations get caught up in the hierarchy and lose sight of Who it is

that is in charge. They can become more focused on entertaining the people 

than educating them in the word of God. I remember one couple leaving a 

former church because they didn’t like the music program. Why were they 

even there in the first place? Why are you here? God knows. 

Searching for sermons and lessons at first was not difficult as there are 

hundreds online with as many sources. Finding the right ones requires effort. 

Loving God first and being in alignment with His will is really the only source 

needed for any guidance. The Bible is the “first stop go-to reference.” Having 

His word written in your heart will open avenues in preparation in having our

ready answers. 

Psalm 84:12- “O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man     who trusts in You  .” 

(remember three components to growing your personal relationship: love 

God, trust God, obey God)

Proverbs 23:12- “Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to the words 

of knowledge.”



I recall attending a Men’s Breakfast at the former Pentecostal church Andrea 

and I went to year’s ago. They were arguing over what color new chairs to get 

that would match the pews. As a fairly newcomer to the “Bible thumpers,” I 

was disappointed in their conduct. I politely asked a question, “How did Jesus 

get anything done on a hillside with no PA system or air conditioning?” The 

argument ended. A good dose of reality and stark reminder of Who we 

worship and why is frequently needed. 

Churches are like spiritual restaurants. Most of those in “churchianity” go to 

feed their emotions while their spirit is starving to death. So many churches 

try and serve up a tempting meal on a silver platter to satisfy the palate of 

emotions. Then there are those who believe cold leftovers on a paper plate are 

sufficient. In either case, “church hoppers” bounce from one location to 

another, seeking to get their itching ears scratched rather than follow Christ’s

example and obey the word of God. Getting to Heaven is as easy as going to a 

drive-thru at McDonald’s. Finding God’s truth is more difficult than being 

entertained. 



As we move into 2025, we should expect change. Change within ourselves and 

a growing relationship with God and Jesus Christ. This is the newness we 

should seek in this coming year. Our former Pentecostal Pastor had a saying, 

“If you want something you have never had you must do something you have 

never done, because if you always do what you have always done, you will 

always get what you have always gotten.” So insightful. 

2 Corinthians 5:17- “Therefore, if anyone be in Christ, he is a new creation; 

the old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

We cannot expect spiritual growth without knowing and having an intimate 

relationship with God the Father. 

John 17:1-3- “Jesus spoke these words, and lifted up His eyes to heaven and 

said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your own Son, so that Your Son 

may also glorify You; Since You have given Him authority over all flesh, in 

order that He may give eternal life to all whom You have given Him. For this 

is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

Whom You did send.”



What lies ahead for this year is unknown; a recent terrorist attack in New 

Orleans, a bombing in Las Vegas, a new President and exiting liberal 

administration and the possibility of a revival. As none of us know at what 

hour or time our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will return, we can be 

confident that He is with us.

Deuteronomy 31:8- “And the LORD is He Who goes before you. He will be 

with you; He will not fail you nor forsake you. Do not fear; nor be dismayed.”

We have all been given another year, a blessing that so many will not receive. 

But we have been called and set apart for His purpose. 

Deuteronomy 7:6-9- “For you are a holy people to the LORD your God. The 

LORD your God has chosen you to be a special people to Himself above all 

people that are upon the face of the earth. The LORD did not set His love 

upon you nor choose you because you were more in number than any people, 

for you were the fewest of all people. But because the LORD loved you and 

because He would keep the oath which He had sworn to your fathers, the 

LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you out of the 

house of bondage from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Therefore, know 

that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God Who keeps covenant 



and mercy with them that love Him and keep His commandments, to a 

thousand generations.”

The greatest thing we can do with our lives is to fulfill our creation purpose 

according to God’s perfect will. From now through all of 2025, may we 

endeavor to seek Him in all things and that we are His children. 

1 John 3:1-3- “Behold! What glorious love the Father has given to us, that we 

should be called the children of God! For this very reason, the world does not 

know us because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are the children of 

God, and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be; but we know that 

when He is manifested, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him exactly 

as He is. And everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, even as He is

pure.” Amen. 
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