Vessels (Part 2)

This is a topic that came to mind the other day. I cannot remember exactly
what I was doing or how it popped into my thoughts. Feasibly it is because we
did the topic back in June 2022, but anything longer than ten minutes ago is
questionable...The way my mind wanders sometimes, I should be wearing

earplugs to keep it in place.

Let’s start with a Free Dictionary definition of “vessel” to set a foundation.
Just to paraphrase and keep it short, a vessel is any object used as a container,
especially for a liquid. It can also mean a conveyance to carry passengers
(ships, boats, aircraft). Another meaning pertains to anatomy and botany as a
tubular structure that transports a liquid. The last meaning they had listed
was a “person regarded as an agent or vehicle for some purpose or quality.
Shocking as it may seem, they actually listed, “she was a vessel for the Lord.”
Being fair to Merriam-Webster, they too had it listed as, “a child of light, a
true vessel of the Lord.” Vessels are not a hot topic and there is no need at

present to change or modify the definition...yet.



If we look at all of the different definitions and uses of vessel, it is easy to

determine that they play a vital role in their specific function. Blood vessels,
arteries, and veins are the life-giving plumbing within our own bodies. They
deliver life-giving blood and fluids throughout our anatomy. Clog one up or

tear one open and we will have serious issues all the way to the ER or worse.

Boats and ships are also vessels that function better without leaks. They tend
to float better when they are not full of water...it is a good thing you are never
that far from land even out at sea. It is never more than a few miles below.
Aircraft that leak fuel can also be problematic but will always have enough to

get you to the crash site. Ok, enough satire.

The Bible uses vessel Nearly three-hundred times, mostly pertaining to cups
and other such items made of silver, gold, and clay. We know we are not gold

and silver but are often referred to as being made of clay.

Job 33: 3-6- “My words shall be from the uprightness of my heart, and my lips
will clearly speak knowledge. The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath

of the Almighty gives me life. If you can, answer me; set yourself in order



before me, stand up. Behold, I am according to your wish in God’s stead; I
also am formed out of the clay.”
Isaiah 64:8- “But now, O LORD, You are our Father; we are the clay, and

You are our potter; and we all are the work of Your hand.”

God made us in His image. We have been called and set apart to receive His
truth now, not one-thousand years from now. We come to full understanding
of His truth when we are blessed with the infilling of His Holy spirit at
baptism. Given these blessings, we can have great peace in the world upside

down.

Psalm 119:165- “Great peace have those who love Your law, and there is no

stumbling block for them.”

Once baptized, our mission is to become the new man. To patch the cracks in
this vessel of clay. The cracks we put there in our wandering years of flesh
and folly. More often, we come to Jesus Christ in pieces. It is He that puts us

back together for His purpose.



Jeremiah 18:1-6- “The Word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD,
saying, “Arise and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause you to
hear My words.” Then I went down to the potter’s house, and behold, he was
working at his wheel. And the vessel that he made of clay was ruined in the
hand of the potter; so, he made it again into another vessel, as seemed good to
the potter to make iz. Then the Word of the LORD came to me, saying, “O
house of Israel, can I not do with you even as this potter?” says the

LORD. “Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hands, so are you in My hand, O

house of Israel.”

To truly gain peace, we must come to know God. To truly know God, we must
reconcile to Him first. This is such a critical aspect of our growth and
“patching cracks” in our vessels. Like growing in the beatitudes, we must be

at peace with God first.

2 Corinthians 5:17-20- “Therefore, if anyone be in Christ, ke is a new
creation; the old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
And all things are from God, Who has reconciled us to Himself through

Jesus Christ, and has given to us the ministry of reconciliation; Which is, that

God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their



trespasses to them; and He has entrusted to us zhis message of reconciliation.
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ; and God, as it were, is

exhorting you through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, “Be reconciled

to God.”

Drawing closer to God, will yield an increase of His knowledge and His Spirit
within us. Would you pour hot coffee into a cup with a hole in the bottom?
Why would you waste it? God will not pour His Spirit all over the ground.

The peace between God and ourselves will be established in our hearts.

Ephesians 4:1-3- “Therefore, I, the prisoner of the Lord, am exhorting you to
walk worthily of the calling to which you were called with all humility and
meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love; Being diligent

to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

Moving in this direction we can begin to see God’s purpose for us. God desires
us to be of one mind and one spirit. It must begin with being at one with Him.
Being of the same mind with the brethren cannot be fully achieved until we
are at one with God first. Thinking, seeing, and hearing through the mind of

Jesus Christ will enable us to do just that.



Philippians 2:1-5- “Now then, if there be any encouragement in Christ, if any
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any deep inner affections and
compassions, Fulfill my joy, that you be of the same mind, having the same
love, being joined together in soul, minding the one thing. Lef nothing be done
through contention or vainglory, but in humility, each esteeming the others
above himself. Let each one look not only after his own things, but /et each one
also consider the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in

Christ Jesus;”

Being equipped with the knowledge of God’s word and the power of His Holy
Spirit, it is time to get to work. Are we to hand out literature in parking lots or

go door to door? Certainly not. I feel bad for the Jehovah’s Witnesses...

Matthew 7:6- “Do not give that which is holy to the dogs, nor cast your pearls
before the swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn around and

tear you in pieces.”



What instructions did Jesus give His disciples before He ascended to Heaven?
Are we to follow the same orders? Are we not fellow believers and followers of

Christ?

Matthew 28:19-20- “Therefore, go and make disciples in all nations, baptizing
them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit;
Teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you. And lo, I am

with you always, even until the completion of the age.” Amen.”

Mark 16:15- “And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the

gospel to the whole creation.”

These two scriptures may seem to contradict one another but remember we
live by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God (Deuteronomy 8:3,
Matthew 4:4, Luke 4:4). If we look at two words in Luke 16:15, world and
creation, we can check to see their uses in Strongs’ Concordance, G2889 and
G2937, respectively. World is used referring to “collection of believers” and
creation is used as an “institution.” This is more in line with the instructions

given in Matthew 28:19-20. Christ is sending them out to the believers. You



cannot make a disciple from a non-believer nor a good vessel from a hardened

heart.

These scriptures tie in with the instructions given in John 21:17- “He said to
him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonas, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved
because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him,
“Lord, You know all things. You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him,

“Feed My sheep.” Christ is referring to those who belong to Him.

1 Peter 5:1-4- “The elders who are among you I exhort, even as a fellow elder,
and an eyewitness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker of the glory that

is about to be revealed: Feed the flock of God that is among you, exercising

oversight not by compulsion, but willingly; not in fondness of dishonest gain,
but with an eager attitude; Not as exercising lordship over your possessions;
but by being examples to the flock of God. And when the Chief Shepherd is

manifested, you shall receive an unfading, eternal crown of glory.”

The flock “among” us implies close proximity or “in the midst of.” Sending
them out as disciples, they were tasked with teaching and guiding those

“sheep” in God’s flock. God appoints teachers to the flocks, and all are



accountable to feed His sheep. We will all hold a teaching role in some fashion

within God’s Kingdom. OQur preparation time is now.

Luke 4:18- “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me; for this reason, He has
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal those
who are brokenhearted, to proclaim pardon to the captives and recovery of

sight to the blind, to send forth in deliverance those who have been crushed,”

Acts 1:8- “But you yourselves shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you shall be My witnesses, both in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and unto the ends of the earth.”

We must maintain a worthy vessel and do not permit any cracks to reappear.
Our spiritual diligence is more crucial if we are filling the role of a shepherd
while here on Earth. We are ambassadors and servants of the Most High God.

Humility and patience are a constant necessity.

2 Corinthians 6:3-6- “We do not give offense to anyone in anything, so that the
ministry may not be blamed; But in everything we are confirming ourselves as
servants of God, in much endurance, in tribulation, in necessities, in

distresses, In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in watchings, in



fastings, In pureness, in knowledge, in longsuffering, in kindness, in the Holy

Spirit, in love unfeigned,”

Romans 14:18-19 “Because the one who serves Christ in these things is well
pleasing to God and acceptable among men. So then, we should pursue the

things of peace and the things that edify one another.”

Failing to meet God’s standards in any role we perform during our journey

toward the Kingdom will have consequences.

Ezekiel 34:1-4- “And the Word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Son of
man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to them,
‘Thus says the Lord GOD to the shepherds, “Woe to the shepherds of Israel
who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? You eat the
fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you Kill the fat ones, but you do not
feed the flock. You have not made the weak strong, nor have you healed the
sick, nor have you bound up the broken. You have not brought again those
that were driven away, nor have you sought that which was lost; but you have

ruled them with force and with cruelty.”



Jeremiah 23:1-4- “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of
My pasture,” says the LORD. Therefore, thus says the LORD, God of Israel,
against the shepherds who feed My people, “You have scattered My flock, and
have driven them away, and have not taken care of them. Behold, I will bring
upon you the evil of your doings,” says the LORD. “But I will gather the
remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and
will bring them again to their fold. And they shall be fruitful and multiply.
And I will set up shepherds over them who will feed them. And they shall

fear no more, nor be afraid; nor shall they lack anything,” says the LORD.”

Deviation from the word and will of God will crack our vessels. We will

become unpleasing to God.

Hosea 8:8- “Israel is swallowed up; now they shall be among the Gentiles as a

vessel in which there is no pleasure;”

Keeping in mind, we are working toward the task of servant. There is nothing
greater we can do than to fulfill the will of God according to His creation

purpose for each of us.



Matthew 23:11-15- “But the greatest among you shall be your servant. And
whoever will exalt himself shall be humbled; and whoever will humble himself
shall be exalted. But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
devour widows’ houses, and as a pretext you offer prayers of great length.
Because of this, you shall receive the greater judgment. Woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven before
men; for neither do you yourselves enter, nor do you allow those who are
entering to enter. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
travel the sea and the land to make one proselyte, and when he has become
one, you make him twofold more a son of Gehenna than yourselves.”

And we each have an important function to complete in our journey. It is up
to His will and the condition of our hearts are a contributing factor. Humble

and contrite or puffed up and proud?

Romans 9:18-22- “So then, He shows mercy to whom He will, and He hardens
whom He will. Will you then reply to me, “Why does He yet find fault? For
who has opposed His purpose?” Yes, indeed, O man, who are you to answer
against God? Shall the thing that is formed say to the one who formed iz,
“Why did you make me this way?” Or doesn’t the potter have authority over

the clay to make from the same lump of clay one vessel unto honor, and



another vessel unto dishonor? And who dares to question His purpose if God,
willing to show His wrath and to make known His power, chose in much long-
suffering to put up with the vessels of wrath which were created for

destruction;”

Isaiah 29:15-16- “Woe to those who go deep to hide their purpose from the
LORD! And their works are in the dark, and they say, “Who sees us? And
who knows us?” Surely, you have turned things upside down! Shall the potter
be regarded as the potter’s clay; for shall the work say of him who made it,
“He did not make me?” Or shall the thing formed say to him who formed it,
“He had no understanding?”

The time is now to work on our condition as a vessel of service to the Lord.
There is no room for “almost” or “really close.” Can we sustain a strong
vessel worthy of correction? Do we hold grudges or have unrepented sin in

our lives?

Proverbs 1:24-31- “Because I called, and you refused 70 hearken, I stretched
out my hand, and no one paid attention; But you have despised all my
counsel and would have none of my reproof. I also will laugh at your calamity;

I will mock when your fear comes; When your calamity comes like a storm,



and your destruction comes like a whirlwind, when trouble and pain

come upon you, Then they shall call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall
seek me early, but they shall not find me. Because they hated knowledge

and did not choose the fear of the LORD, They would have none of my
counsel; they despised all my correction. Therefore, they shall eat the fruit

of their own way and be filled with their own devices.”

God is with the righteous and knows His own.

Psalm 14:2-5- “The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men
to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. They have all
turned aside, together they have become corrupt; there is none who does
good, no, not even one. Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, those
who devour My people as men eat bread and do not call upon the LORD?

There they are in great fear, for God is with the generation of the righteous.”

We need not fear in crying out to Him for help in times of need. He will hear

us. God takes delight in giving us His Kingdom, but we must do our part.

Luke 12:32- “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father delights in giving

you the kingdom.”



Being full of God’s Holy Spirit and well versed in His word, we can ensure we
are a vessel precious in His sight and we are using the gifts we have been given
to glorify the Father in the name of Jesus Christ. We know He is always with

us we are His.

Ezekiel 34:30-31- “And they shall know that I, the LORD their God, am with
them, and they, the house of Israel, are My people,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”
“And you My sheep, the sheep of My pasture, are men, and I am your God,”

says the Lord GOD.”
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