Spiritual Wealth

There can be no question we live in one of the most affluent
areas in the State of Florida. According to a 2023 study from
SmartAsset and the Naples Daily News, Naples ranked
number two out of the top five richest cities in Florida. That
was last year. Naples has since moved into the number one
richest city in Florida. Naples can also boast it is the
fourteenth richest city in the United States. It has the third
highest number of billionaires in the U.S. with ninety-seven.
It also has the most expensive house for sale on the market at
$295 million dollars. And people think rent is high? No

wonder...



How many people living here in Naples are truly rich? We
just read that God does not object or hate the rich. It is by
His grace that the rich have what they have.

We may not be comparing bank accounts and Dunn and
Bradstreet ratings, but we may be wealthier than they

are.

Proverbs 13:7- “There are those who pretend to be rich yet
have nothing; and those who pretend to be poor yet have

great riches.”

We can certainly see that here in our population. There are
those with their nose in the air pretending to be something

they are not. A new Lexus or Cadillac does not signify great
wealth. A Ferrari or Bugatti with a private jet may put you

in the ballpark. I actually have an acquaintance who is a



genuine billionaire. I know he is as I sat in his new Rolls
Royce and fired a truck load of his machine guns. One thing
about him is he a humble man. But we are not talking about

physical riches or possessions.

God wants us all to be rich in the manner He desires for us.
We have seen bumper stickers that read, “he who dies with
the most toys wins.” Hardly, he who dies with the most toys
is dead. God does not care how much you have in your IRA
or what stocks you have invested in; He wants us to have a

full spiritual bank account.

This may be another Divine oxymoron, but we can be poor
and yet be rich. Too often, we can get pulled back into the
world and lose our focus on our place and walk with God.

We can be overwhelmed with financial matters and lose



sight of our true wealth. We forget His words to us of never
leaving or forsaking us and that He knows all our needs,

even before we ask in prayer.

Sometimes we may not receive our prayers answered in the
manner in which they are asked. God will respond with our
best interests in mind, if we are in right standing with Him.
The hearts of the wealthy Patriarchs in the Bible were in

right standing with Him. We have discussed this repeatedly
that God knows the condition of our hearts. This cannot be

emphasized enough.

Psalm 66:18- “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the LORD

will not hear me;”



Proverbs 15:33- “The fear of the LORD is the instruction of

wisdom, and before honor is humility.”

Our motives and thoughts are subject to His Divine scrutiny.
If we truly seek to glorify Him and our hearts are in the

right place, we will not get a busy signal when we call.

Matthew 15:17-20- “Do you not perceive that everything
that enters the mouth goes into the belly, and is expelled into
the sewer? But the things that go forth from the mouth come
out of the heart, and these defile the man. For out of the
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witnessing and blasphemies. These
are the things that defile the man; but to eat with unwashed

hands does not defile the man.”



A puffed up or prideful heart will not hear from God, at
least in the way they hope. He may answer in the form of a
trial or correction to bring His own back into alignment.
This can be blinding in leading one to believe they are

spiritual when in reality they are far from it.

Revelation 3:14-19- “And to the angel of the church of the
Laodiceans, write: These things says the Amen, the faithful
and true Witness, the Beginner of the creation of God. I
know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot; I would
that you be either cold or hot. So then, because you are
lukewarm, and are neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out
of My mouth. For you say, ‘I am rich, and have become
wealthy, and have need of nothing;’ and you do not

understand that you are wretched, and miserable, and poor,



and blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy from Me gold
purified by fire so that you may be rich; and white garments
so that you may be clothed, and the shame of your
nakedness may not be revealed; and to anoint your eyes with

eye salve, so that you may see. As many as I love, I rebuke

and chasten. Therefore, be zealous and repent.”

As we mentioned, God does not care how much wealth you
have amassed or how holy one may think they are. He is no
respecter of persons. He does not care how many times you
have read the Bible, nor how many books you have read, or
how many tracts you handed out. He knows our hearts and

want to see the character of His Son, Jesus Christ in us.

Romans 2:11- “Because there is no respect of persons with

God.”



Ephesians 6:9- “And masters, do the same things
toward them, forbearing threatening; knowing also that
your own Master is in heaven, and there is no respect of

persons with Him.”

Are you having difficulty in hearing from God? Self-
reflection through God’s word is the best way to identify any

communication concerns.

John 8:47- “The one who is of God hears the words of God.
For this reason, you do not hear, because you are not of

God.”



Ouch! If this is the case, some deep soul searching is in order
while there is still time. The last thing any of us ever want to
hear is:

“Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy through Your name? And did we not cast out
demons through Your name? And did we not perform many
works of power through Your name?’ And then I will
confess to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from Me, you

who work lawlessness.’- Matthew 7:22-23.

There certainly is nothing wrong with trying to establish
wealth and income. We are directed to work. Living in

Naples, working is not an option, it is necessary.



2 Thessalonians 3:10- “For indeed, when we were with
you, this is what we commanded you: that if anyone is not

willing to work, he should not be allowed to eat.”

When we work and have income, we can better serve others
in need. Granted in this day and age, the economy is not
helping anyone stretch their dollars. Are you tithing? This
may be a source of restricted finances. God says we are to

prove Him on this aspect of our income.

Malachi 3:8-10- “Will a man rob God? Yet you are

robbing Me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed You?’ In
tithes and offerings! You are cursed with a curse; for you are
robbing Me, even this whole nation. Bring all the tithes into
the treasure house, so that there may be food in My house.

And prove Me now with this,” says the LORD of hosts, “to



see if I will not surely open the windows of heaven for you,
and pour out a blessing for you, until there is not enough

room to receive it.”’

We do not give to get. God loves a cheerful giver. God wants
our obedience, but He also wants our all. The pure heart and
faith demonstrated by the widow is exemplary of the
character God wants in us. She may have been poor but

definitely rich in God’s eyes.

Luke 21:2-4- “Then He also saw a certain poor widow drop
in two small coins.

And He said, “Of a truth, I tell you, this poor widow has put
in more than all of them; For all these have from their
abundance cast into the offerings to God; but she, out of her

poverty, did put in all the livelihood that she had.”



The way to spiritual wealth is to first realize just how poor
we truly are.
Matthew 5:3- “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.”

Realizing how spiritually bankrupt we are can motivate us
to invest in God’s word and a guaranteed return. When we
stop chasing after the material things we think we need,

things that can actually be idols, we move towards genuine

spiritual riches.

A word of caution however, when we become monetarily
secure it can be easy to fall into complacency in our walk
with God. Much like the Laodiceans, we believe we are

walking in righteousness as we are being blessed, but our



hearts and minds can be far from Him. This self-
righteousness has poisoned our churches and our society.
We have outgrown our need for God and act like we are no
longer dependent upon His will or graces. Forgetting Him

and His way of life has put us under His judgment.

Deuteronomy 6:11-12- “And houses full of every good thing
which you did not fill, and wells which are dug, which you
did not dig; vineyards and olive trees which you did not
plant, and you shall eat and be full; 7hen beware lest you
forget the LORD Who brought you forth out of the land of

Egypt from the house of bondage.”

The nation has lost its mind. The love and lust for money is
so prevalent, the only thing challenging the drive for money

is to be a Tik-Tok influencer. We are in serious trouble.



1 Timothy 6:10-12- “For the love of money is a root of

all evils; by which some, while striving after riches, were
seduced from the faith, and have impaled themselves with
many sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee these things, and
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and
meekness. Fight the good fight of the faith! Take hold of
eternal life to which you were also called, and did profess a

good profession in the presence of many witnesses.”

Deuteronomy 8:1-2- “All the commandments which I
command you this day shall you be diligent to observe and to
do that you may live and multiply and go in and possess the
land which the LORD swore to your fathers. And you shall
remember all the way which the LORD your God led you

these forty years in the wilderness in order to humble you, to



prove you, to know what is in your heart, whether you would

keep His commandments or not.”

God spoke to another church that had their fair share of
trials and tribulations. But because of their works, God
thought of them to be rich.

Revelation 2:8-11- “And to the angel of the church of the
Smyrnaeans write: These things says the First and the Last,
Who was dead but is alive. I know your works and
tribulation and poverty (but you are rich), and the
blasphemy of those who declare themselves to be Jews and
are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear any of the
things that you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about
to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tried; and
you shall have tribulation ten days. Be faithful unto death,

and I will give you a crown of life. The one who has an ear,



let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one

who overcomes shall not be hurt of the second death.”

God seeing the Church at Smyrna as rich is overlooked by
man. We view trials and tribulations as curses rather than
seeing God’s Hand in the middle of them. Whether they are
an admonishment or guidance, it is an opportunity to
witness God’s love and give thanks for the lessons He is
trying to teach us. We need to be rich in the knowledge of
God and His word. Coming into this place of recognizing our
spiritual deficiencies will put us on the path to

understanding our Creator and the true riches He provides.

In forgetting God in our lives, we tend to focus on the self
rather than acknowledging His involvement in all we do.

Wealth in itself is not a terrible thing or a sin.



Deuteronomy 8:11-14- “Beware that you do not forget the
LORD your God by not keeping His commandments, and
His judgments, and His statutes, which I command you
today, Lest when you have eaten and are full and have built
goodly houses and lived in them, And when your herds and
your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold is
multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, Then you
become haughty of heart, exalting of self and you forget the
LORD your God Who brought you forth out of the land of

Egypt from the house of bondage,”

This warning is for all of us as our human nature and self-
centered pride can take credit for a blessing rather than

praising God for it.



Jeremiah 9:23-24- “Thus says the LORD, “Do not let

the wise man glory in his wisdom, nor let the mighty man
glory in his might; do not let the rich man glory in his riches;
But let him who glories glory in this, that he understands
and knows Me, that I am the LORD, exercising
lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness, in the earth; for

in these I delight,” says the LORD.”

Too much wealth can pull us back into the world we were
called out from. The temptation of riches, lust for money and

materials things can become an idol and separate us from

God.

Mark 10:24-25- “But the disciples were astonished at His

words. And again Jesus answered and said to them,



“Children, how difficult it is for those who trust in riches to
enter into the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to
pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter

into the kingdom of God.”

We are to be charitable in our assistance of others. As we
mentioned earlier, having wealth or substantial income
enables us to be giving to those in need. How many churches
do we know of or even people, for that matter, who have the
means to help someone financially but do not? A pat on the
back and “I’ll pray for you” and shove them out the door.
This does not preclude telling someone “No” who seeks a
perpetual hand-out rather than make necessary life altering

decisions.



James 2:15-18- “Now then, if there be a brother or sister
who is naked and destitute of daily food, And one of you says
to them, “Go in peace; be warmed and be filled,” and does
not give to them the things necessary for the body, what
good is it? In the same way also, faith, if it does not have
works, is dead, by itself. But someone is going to say, “You
have faith, and I have works.” My answer is: You prove your
faith to me through your works, and I will prove my faith to

you through my works.”

In Luke 12, Jesus tells a parable of a rich man and warns

against covetousness.

Luke 12:15-21- “And He said to them, “Watch out, and keep
yourselves from covetousness, for no one’s life is in the

abundance of the things that he possesses.”



Then He spoke a parable to them, saying, “The ground of a
certain rich man brought forth abundantly. And he was
reasoning within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, for I have
nowhere to lay up my fruit?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: 1
will tear down my granaries and build greater ones, and
there will I lay up all my produce and my good things. Then
I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many good things laid
up for many years; take your rest, eat, drink, and be
merry.” ¢ But God said to him, ‘Fool, this night your soul
shall be required of you; and to whom will you leave what
you have prepared for yourself?’ So shall it be to the one

who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward

God.”

Jesus explained this parable to His disciples in that the man

was more focused on himself than he was on God. In



ignoring those in need, God required the man’s life. Again,
the distraction of wealth and material things can be quite
enticing and pull us away from the true wealth God has in

store for us as His resurrected family.

Hopefully, we do not fall into this category as supporting
those in need has been our way for quite some time. I always
believed Kkids selling cookies could smell how much money

you had in your pocket.

Another major aspect of the wealthy in the Bible, they had
faith. Faith is one of the many riches we are blessed with in
knowing God and living by His every word. We are at peace
and find comfort in any situation because we have been

called out of darkness into His marvelous light.



Philippians 4:11-13- “I am not saying this in respect to
being destitute; for I have learned that in whatever
circumstances 1 am, to be content. For I have experienced
being brought low, and I have experienced abounding. In
everything and in all things I have been taught both to be
full and to hunger, both to abound and to be without. I can

do all things through Christ, Who empowers me.”

God is omnipotent and omnipresent. There is nothing He
does not know or see. Our faith makes us rich when we
understand we belong to Him. Is our bank account of faith

overdrawn or does it have a negative balance?

James 2:5- “My beloved brethren, listen. Did not God

Himself choose the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs



of the kingdom, which He has promised to those who love

Him?”

If we enjoy good health, the love of family, a roof over our
heads and food in our stomachs, we are already wealthier
than most people on the planet. All the gold in the world
cannot compare to the wealth and riches that await God’s
elect and those who persevere to the end. Having a huge pile
of cash in the bank may be essential to be considered
affluent in Naples, but it will not spend in God’s Kingdom.
Our faith, contrite heart, and desire to grow even closer to

God makes us the richest people in the world. Amen.
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