Replacements

One of the first things I learned in being a Division Commander and a critical
factor in leadership is developing our replacements. We did this by delegating
authority as far down the chain of command as possible. This mind set

encouraged thought and creativity. It fostered an atmosphere of learning and

trust. Having those capable of moving up when an opening occurred was

productive. Being stagnated in anything is always the enemy.

The Feast of Tabernacles this year will mark the first anniversary of meeting
with the young adults of this group. It is an honor and privilege to share God’s
truth with them each week. I have seen growth and lately a certain zeal for
studying God’s word. Each and every one of them contributes on a weekly

basis and it is time to share a review.

You may be surprised to know how much scriptural knowledge they possess
and how creative and talented they are as individuals and as a group. From
the onset, it has been “their” fellowship, and the topics are sometimes random

but always as an open forum to spark conversation. No holds barred either.



Knowing how impressionable newcomers and young folks can be, they have a
perfect bad example in me for comparison to my youth. I am amazed I was

never on a wanted poster.

As a moderator, the discussion of scripture and its application to real world
scenarios is not always a warm and fuzzy subject. They must face the
challenges of a much sicker world than when most of us were growing up. It
has been quite educational for me as I am “schooled” on current terms and

trends. I still have an AOL account which predates the dinosaurs.

This past Thursday, I received a call from Frank, sorry buddy I am throwing
you under the bus first. You sparked the topic this week! He called from
school and wanted some scriptural information as he was at a Bible study at
school. If that does not make you smile, Sage attends one as well. We will be
discussing Frank’s questions this morning if that is where the conversation
leads us. We always open and close in prayer and the prayers are from pure

hearts. You can almost see the Lord smiling. The seeds are falling on good soil.



Matthew 13:23- “But the one who was sown on good ground, this is the one
who hears the Word and understands, who indeed brings forth fruit and

produces—one a hundredfold, another sixtyfold and another thirtyfold.”

Perhaps they will be future farmers of the spiritual kind? They are headed in

the right direction with the right frame of mind and heart.

Getting back to Frank’s phone call, he said the meeting ended before he could
answer and respond to the discussion. Which was a good thing. He said it was
like God shut it down until he was prepared. No doubt, God does not want
any of us to shoot off our mouth unless our brain is loaded. The emphasis on a
personal relationship being One on one has become quite apparent. They all
fully grasp that not one of us can tell them how to seek and worship God, He
has already done that in His Bible. It is personal between them and their

Creator.

Their growth and being good soil are in conflict with those who think they are

growing but have yet to bear any fruit.



Luke 13:6-9- “And He spoke this parable: “A certain man had planted a fig
tree in his vineyard; and he came seeking fruit on it, but he did not find any.
Then he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look here! For three years I have come
seeking fruit on this fig tree and have not found any. Cut it down. Why should
it continue to waste space in the ground?’ But he answered and said to him,
‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig about it and put in manure, And see

if in fact it will bear fruit; but if not, after that you shall cut it down.’ *

I certainly do not recommend anyone ingest a shovel full of manure, but you
had better be consuming God’s word in its entirety as a steady diet...if you

want to avoid the axe.

Seeing their responses this past year makes it even more imperative that we
are setting the proper example for them that not only them, but anyone can

see the love of God in and around us.

Matthew 5:16- “In the same way also, you are to let your light shine before
men, so that they may see your good works, and may glorify your Father Who
is in

heaven.”



How will they or anyone else for that matter, ever come to know or even want
to know God and His way of life if we constantly walk around like we are

constipated, tripping over our bottom lip?

Psalm 98:4- “Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth, and

rejoice, and sing praise.”

Philippians 4:4- “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!”

I have to laugh when I think back on a saying my grandfather on my dad’s
side used to say about my aunt (his daughter). “She wouldn’t laugh if she saw
Moses riding a bicycle down the middle of the street.” She was a crabby old

maid and never married, I wonder why?

Another item we need to keep in mind is to be consistent in our actions. I used
to get the parental “do as I say and not as I do” command on occasion. In
some things it may be warranted but when it is a matter of scriptural
reference or conduct, being remotely hypocritical can get you a dip in the lake

of fire. We had better set the right example.



Proverbs 21:2- “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the LORD

ponders the hearts.”

There is that heart thing again...

Mark 7:6- “And He answered and said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy
concerning you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honor Me with their

lips, but their hearts are far away from Me.”

Supporting our young adults has opened my eyes to a need that is sadly
lacking across the church. If anyone has taken notice, most of all the
congregations we have met outside our own group are on the downhill side of
the mountain. There probably is not enough Grecian Formula to dye the
white and gray hair back to any youthful color. John Spano may be an
exception as he still has hair like Victor Mature. Look him up online if you do
not know who he was...hint-he played Samson in “Samson and Delilah” a few

decades ago. Spano used to live next door to Samson...



Aside from a good example, we must encourage them at every opportunity. Our

having a ready answer especially applies to them.
1 Peter 3:15- “But sanctify the Lord God in your own hearts, and always be
prepared to give an answer to anyone who asks you the reason for the hope

that is in you, with meekness and reverence:”

We must not hinder them in their growth or their seeking God and His way of

life.

Matthew 19:14- “But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do

not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

Mark 10:14-15- “And after seeing it, Jesus was indignant, and said to them,
“Allow the little children to come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is
the kingdom of God. Truly I say to you, whoever shall not receive the

kingdom of God like a little child shall in no way enter into it.”

Luke 18:16-17- “But Jesus called them to Him and said, “Permit the little

children to come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of



God. Truly I say to you, whoever shall not receive the kingdom of God like a

little child shall in no way enter into it.”

The open heart and mind of a child is the same attitude God seeks in us. Not a
naive uninformed mind but one of a contrite, humble, and willing to learn
attitude. One that is grateful and curious, desiring to know more and become

what we were created to be. All according to the will of God and not our own.

Romans 8:27-28- “And the One Who searches the hearts comprehends what
the strivings of the Spirit are because it makes intercession for the saints
according to the will of God. And we know that all things work together for

good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose”

So much of our character depends on what foundation was laid in building it.
If we have followed God’s word, loving Him first, trusting in Him completely,
our faith is increased as well as our understanding. The clarity in which we
view life is being seen from a Divine perspective. Love, obedience, trust, and
faith are the key ingredients to a solid foundation for growth and spiritual
fulfillment. The character that will shine forth will bear the spiritual fruits for

others to see.



Matthew 7:16- “You shall know them by their fruits. They do not gather

grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles, do they?”

As current called-out saints, conflicts can arise in our spiritual walk as we can
sometimes try and keep one foot in the world. No one is immune from tests
and failures, especially in God’s Church. People can be fooled by human
emotions and actions disguising themselves as faith. This delusion can be why
so many have no faith because they think they already do when what they

have is misguided.

Psalm 26:1-5- “Judge me, O LORD, for I have walked in my integrity. I have
trusted also in the LORD without wavering. Examine me, O LORD, and
prove me; try my reins and my heart, For Your lovingkindness is before

my eyes; and I have walked in Your truth. I have not sat with deceitful men,
neither will I go in with hypocrites. I have hated the congregation of

evildoers and will not sit with the wicked.”



Our race to the Kingdom is anything but easy. Keeping our focus on the finish
line will aid us in getting over the hurdles Satan puts in front of us. How often

do we trip over them?

Hebrews 12:1-2- “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great throng
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin that so easily entraps us;
and let us run the race set before us with endurance, Having our minds fixed
on Jesus, the Beginner and Finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that lay
ahead of Him endured the cross, although He despised the shame, and has sat

down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Even while running this race, our hearts and minds must be in right standing
with the will of God. Deviation in our motives will be brought to light as

nothing will remain hidden.

1 Corinthians 4:1-5- “So then, let every man regard us as ministers of Christ
and stewards of the mysteries of God. Beyond that, it is required of

stewards that one be found faithful. But to me it is an insignificant matter that
I am judged by you, or by man’s standard; and neither do I judge myself.

Now I am not conscious of anything against myself, yet I am not justified



by this; for the One Who is judging me is the Lord. Therefore, do not judge
anything before the time; wait until the Lord comes, Who will bring to light
the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the motives of all

hearts; and then shall each one receive praise from God.”

It is the will of God we remember we are His children regardless of how
ancient we are. Get over the drama, there will be plenty in the years to come.
Philippians 2:13-16- “For it is God Who works in you both to will and to do
according to His good pleasure. Do all things without complaints

and disputes; So that you may be blameless and without offense, innocent
children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation, among
whom you shine as lights in the world, Holding forth the Word of life; that

I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, nor labored in

vain.”

There is no participation trophies awarded for merely trying in our walk to

the Kingdom. It is do or do not.

1 Corinthians 9:24-25- “Don’t you know that those who run a race all run, but

only one receives the prize? That is the way you are fo run in order that you



may obtain the prize. For everyone who is striving for mastery controls himself
in all things. Of course, they do this so that they may receive a corruptible

crown; but we are striving for an incorruptible crown.”

We are all children of God. Proverbs 22:6 applies to us as much as it does to

infants.

Proverbs 22:6- “Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old,

he will not depart from it.”

We too are still in training just as our young adults are. We may all need

remedial training from time to time and some are not yet ready for solid food.

Reality check.

1 Corinthians 3:1-3- “And, I, brethren, was not able to speak to you as to
those who are spiritual, but as to those who are carnal—even as to babes in
Christ. I gave you milk to drink, and not meat; for you were not yet able to
receive spiritual meat; and neither are you able now, For you are still carnal.
For since envy and contention and divisions are among you, are you not

carnal? And are you not walking according to human ways?”



Hebrews 5:11-14- “Concerning Whom we have much to say and hard to
explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For truly, by this time you
ought to be teachers, but instead you need to have someone teach you again
what are the beginning principles of the oracles of God, and have become
those in need of milk, and not of solid food. For everyone who is partaking
of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness because he is an infant. But
solid food is for those who are fully grown, who through repeated

practice have had their senses trained to discern between good and evil.”

We have our marching orders. We know the way and we must walk in it. I
cannot imagine how weary God must get with the excessive number of excuses

He is given by His called. But we are so grateful He is who He is.

Isaiah 55:6-9- “Seek the LORD while He may be found; call upon Him while
He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; and let him return to the LORD, and He will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. “For My thoughts are not

your thoughts, nor your ways My ways,” says the LORD. “For as the heavens



are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My

thoughts than your thoughts.”

The closer we draw unto God the clearer the orders become. We are to
prepare for His coming. Part of that preparation is becoming the best
examples and witnesses we can be, especially to our future replacements. We
know the First Resurrection will be a small harvest. With the condition of the

church globally, I wonder if it would fill a bushel basket?

Only those who truly and totally submit to God and know Him will make it to
the finish line. Without submitting, we hinder His Holy Spirit. We try to shoot
it out with the devil with an unloaded gun. So many in God’s church fail to
develop their relationship with God, they are not using what little bit of the

Holy Spirit they have been given.

In submitting, we will receive more of His Holy Spirit enabling us to become
better servants. A servant is the highest rank we will ever achieve here on

earth.



Matthew 23:11-12- “But the greatest among you shall be your servant. And
whoever will exalt himself shall be humbled; and whoever will humble himself

shall be exalted.”

We are fortunate in knowing that we do not have to go door to door wearing a
white shirt and black tie. Nor do we have to hand out pamphlets in malls or
parking lots. We can build upon what God has done for us at our calling. Our
call was a call to action. Training our replacements will be a direct reflection

of the character we are and how we represent the love of God.

In closing, I mentioned Frank and Sage and it is only fair to include Liz,
Christina, and Troy as well. Both Liz and Christina are work-a-holics and
along with Troy (who has grown a foot in the last year), they are all well
versed in God’s word. I always tell them I would put them in a quiz show
competition against most adults in the church. We all share a warped sense of

humor...that comes from the higher 1.Q.’s...

Colossians 1:9-11- “For this cause we also, from the day that we heard of it, do
not cease to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge

of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That you may walk



worthily of the Lord, unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work and
growing in the knowledge of God; Being strengthened with all
power according to the might of His glory, unto all endurance and long-

suffering with joy;”

We should all strive to know God, His character, and His word more every
day. This is well pleasing to Him and makes a great display for those who
follow and will replace us. God is smiling on our young people, and He is

revealing Himself to them. Amen.
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