
Like HE Said

We all know my fondness for old movies and John Wayne 

Westerns are at the top of the list. Robbie has told me that 

Emma likes John Wayne movies as well so the legacy will 

continue. 

In the movie El Dorado, John Wayne plays a gun fighter 

who turns down a job from a crooked rancher. In one scene 

he is in a cantina where a fight starts, and one man kills 

another with a knife as an act of revenge. The dead man’s 

friend draws his gun and attempts to shoot the knife 

wielding man, but his gun is shot out of his hand by John 

Wayne. 



To keep this short, the man is holding his wrist and is 

thinking about picking up his gun to face off with John 

Wayne. The man’s boss recognizes Wayne as a fast draw 

gunman and warns his friend, who withdraws his hand away

from his gun. The boss then tells him to “pick up your gun 

“real easy” and get out. Wayne, in his usual tough guy 

drawl, repeats the line, “like he said, real easy.” The 

consequence for defiance would have been certain death. 

As with our role we have in God’s family, we too are given 

instructions that must be followed. We must conduct 

ourselves and demonstrating our obedience to His 

expectancies and in His way as directed. Overlooking steps or

editing His commandments by what we think is beside the 

point. God’s commandments are not multiple choice, and 

they are not selective based on our opinions on relevance. 



Numbers 20:10-12- “And Moses and Aaron gathered the 

congregation together before the rock, and he said to them, 

“Hear now, you rebels. Must we bring water for you out of 

this rock?” And Moses lifted up his hand and with his rod he

struck the rock twice. And the water came out plentifully, 

and the congregation and their animals drank. And the 

LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not 

believe Me, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of 

Israel, therefore you shall not bring this congregation into 

the land which I have given them.”

Moses, because he did not follow God’s instructions to the 

letter, was not permitted to cross over into the promised 

land. This has always echoed in my mind as after all Moses 

did, his defiance stopped him from leading the nation of 



Israel across the Jordan. God was explicit in His instructions

Moses failed to obey. 

Leviticus 10:1-2- “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,

each took his censer and put fire in it, and put incense on it, 

and offered strange fire before the LORD, which He had 

commanded them not to do. And there went out fire from 

the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the 

LORD.”vying

Again, Aaron’s sons failed to follow instructions as given by 

God and were “consumed by fire” immediately. 

 

2 Samuel 6:6-7- “And when they came to Nachon’s threshing

floor, Uzzah reached out to the ark of God and took hold of 

it; for the oxen upset it. And the anger of the LORD was 



kindled against Uzzah. And God struck him there for the 

error. And he died there by the ark of God.”

This is another example of the swift judgment and outcome 

of not following God’s instructions to the letter. Uzzah, while

may not have had any ill intent, touched the Ark of the 

Covenant beyond the established guidelines God had set 

forth. Dead on the spot. Can you imagine if the court system 

moved that fast?

How often do we neglect to follow God’s instructions to the 

letter? If punishment were as swift and harsh as it was in the

Old Testament, how many of us would still be alive? I would 

have been pushing up daisies long ago. 



Isaiah 65:1-3- “I revealed Myself to those who asked not for 

Me; I am found by those who did not seek Me. I said, 

‘Behold Me, behold Me,’ to a nation not called by My name. 

I have spread out My hands all the day to a rebellious people

who walk in the way that is not good, even after their own 

thoughts; A people who without ceasing provoke Me to My 

face; who sacrifice in gardens, and burn incense upon the 

bricks;”

 

Matthew 15:6-9- “And you have made void the 

commandment of God for the sake of your tradition. 

Hypocrites! Isaiah has prophesied well concerning you, 

saying, ‘These people have drawn near to Me with their 

mouths, and with their lips they honor Me; but their hearts 

are far away from Me. For they worship Me in vain, 

teaching for doctrine the commandments of men.’ ”



 

But we can and still do fail God occasionally by our lack of 

keeping every word of God. By missing any instructions 

given in His word we can be unsuccessful in our walk with 

Him. We can overlook our actions as we may not have 

blatantly broken any of the Ten Commandments. However, 

if God has spoken any direction, advice, or lesson, I would 

strongly encourage anyone to commit it to memory and live 

by it. It is for our own spiritual growth and relationship with

Him. 

Zechariah 7:9-13- “Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, 

saying, ‘Judge true judgment, and show mercy and 

compassion every man to his brother. And do not oppress 

the widow or the orphan, the stranger or the poor. And 

do not imagine evil in your heart, against your brother.’ But 



they refused to hearken, and turned a stubborn shoulder, 

and made heavy their ears against hearing. And they made 

their hearts adamant stone against hearing the law and 

the words which the LORD of hosts has sent through His 

Spirit, by the former prophets. And therefore great wrath 

came from the LORD of hosts. And it will be, as He called, 

and they did not hear, so when they called, and I did not 

hear,” says the LORD of hosts.”

Our prayers are unfruitful if we are not in proper alignment

with the will of God. Sin and disobedience will always be the 

root cause of our lack of spiritual growth and limiting God 

in our lives.

Psalm 66:18- “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the LORD 

will not hear me;”



We can and will miss so many blessings by limiting what 

God will do for us by overlooking any portion of instructions

given in His word. We may never know the blessings of God 

if we continue in sin. 

Daniel 9:11-13- “Yea, all Israel has transgressed Your law, 

and have turned aside, so that they might not obey Your 

voice. Therefore, the curse has been poured out upon us, and

the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of 

God, because we have sinned against Him. And He has 

confirmed His words which He spoke against us and against 

our judges who judged us by bringing upon us a great evil, 

for under the whole heaven it has not been done as it has 

been done upon Jerusalem. As it is written in the law of 

Moses, all this evil has come upon us. Yet we did not make 



our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn 

from our iniquities and understand Your truth.”

1 Kings 13:21-22- “And he cried to the man of God 

who came from Judah, saying, “Thus says the LORD, 

‘Because you have not obeyed the mouth of the LORD and 

have not kept the commandment which the LORD your God

commanded you, But came back and have eaten bread and 

have drunk water in the place which He said to you, “You 

shall not eat bread nor drink water,” your corpse shall not 

be buried in the tomb of your fathers.”

Solomon in all of his wisdom, still failed and fell from God’s 

grace.

 



1 Kings 11:9-10- “And the LORD was angry with 

Solomon because his heart was turned from the LORD God 

of Israel Who had appeared to him twice And had 

commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go

after other gods; and he did not keep that which the LORD 

commanded.

Proverbs 12:15- “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, 

but he who listens to advice is wise.”

The guidelines we have been given are to be lived in totality. 

From Genesis to Revelation and every word in between is for

our learning, our growth and ultimately our salvation and 

eternal life as a member of God’s Family. 



Proverbs 10:17- “He who keeps instruction is in the way of 

life, but he who refuses reproof goes astray.”

Proverbs 15:9-10- “The way of the wicked is an 

abomination to the LORD, but He loves him who pursues 

righteousness. There is grievous correction for him who 

forsakes the way; he who hates reproof shall die.”

Disobedience may not always incur the death penalty at the 

onset. Certainly, unrepented sin will lead to death. God will 

bring about other consequences to get us in line to spare us 

from the inevitable death. 

 

Leviticus 26:13-18- “I am the LORD your God Who brought

you forth out of the land of Egypt from being their 

bondmen. And I have broken the bonds of your yoke, and 

made you go upright. But if you will not hearken to Me and 



will not do all these commandments, And if you shall despise

My statutes, or if your soul hates My judgments, so that you 

will not do all My commandments, so that you break My 

covenant; I will also do this to you: I will even appoint over 

you terror, consumption, and burning fever, consuming the 

eyes and causing sorrow of heart. And you shall sow your 

seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. And I will set My 

face against you, and you shall be slain before your enemies. 

They that hate you shall reign over you. And you shall flee 

when none pursues you. And if you will not yet for all this 

hearken to Me, then I will punish you seven times more for 

your sins.”

 

Illness, disease, financial issues, and disruptions of a peaceful

life may not seem deliberately apparent as a punishment 

from God, but do we take notice of our spiritual condition 



when they occur? They may be acts to get our attention and 

bring about correction. 

Job 36:5-12- “Behold, God is mighty, yet He does not despise

any; He is mighty in strength of understanding. He will not 

preserve the life of the wicked, but gives to the poor their 

right. He withdraws not His eyes from the righteous, but 

they are like kings on the throne; yea, He establishes them 

forever, and they are exalted. And if they are bound in 

chains, and are held in cords of affliction, Then He shows 

them their work, and their transgressions, that they have 

behaved themselves arrogantly. He also opens their ears to 

discipline, and commands that they return from iniquity. If 

they obey and serve Him, they shall spend their days in 

prosperity, and their years in pleasures. But if they do not 



obey, they shall perish by the sword, and they shall die 

without knowledge.”

These storms and trials are also a test of faith. They present 

us with an opportunity to grow and to glorify God in our 

circumstances. We can put God’s word in action. If we are 

sick, do we stand on God’s word or are we too full of pride 

to ask for prayer? 

James 5:13-15- “Is anyone suffering hardship among you? 

Let him pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing praise. Is 

anyone sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the 

church, and let them pray over him after anointing him with

oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith shall 

save the sick one, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he 

has committed sins, they shall be forgúiven him.”



With every test comes a testimony. Did we pass and give 

glory to God? Or did we fail?

 

We are privileged while we are on our journey towards the 

Kingdom to have an Intercessor Who bore our sins and 

made repentance and forgiveness of sins possible. Our 

Redeemer, Jesus Christ has bought our pardon with His life.

Psalm 34:22- “The LORD redeems the soul of His servants; 

and none of them who take refuge in Him shall be 

condemned.”

Psalm 119:75- “I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are 

right, and that You have afflicted me in faithfulness.”



Psalm 130:3-4- “If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O 

LORD, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with You, 

that You may be feared.”

Sadly, we may bring about these judgments and trials upon 

ourselves by our actions, the condition of our hearts, or our 

own foolish pride. Pride is an obstacle to anyone’s spiritual 

growth. Too often, we refuse to humble ourselves before God

and surrender to doing things His way. 

Proverbs 16:5- “Everyone who is proud in heart is 

an abomination to the LORD; though joined hand in hand, 

he shall not be unpunished.”

Jeremiah 4:18- “Your way and your doings have brought 

these things upon you; this is your evil, how bitter it is! How 

it pierces into your heart.” 



Jeremiah 11:8- “Yet they did not obey nor bow down their 

ear, but walked each one in the imagination of his evil heart. 

So I will bring on them all the words of this covenant, which 

I commanded them to do; but they did not do them.’ ”

Jeremiah 17:23- “But they did not obey, nor inclined their 

ear, but made their neck stiff, so that they might not hear 

nor receive instruction.”

However, we may be spared consequences upon repentance 

and doing “like He said.” God blesses the humble and those 

who seek Him, and those who repent.



James 4:6- “But He gives greater grace. This is the reason it 

says, “God sets Himself against the proud, but He gives 

grace to the humble.”

Romans 8:1- “Consequently, there is now no condemnation 

to those who are in Christ Jesus, who are not walking 

according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit;”

Paying attention and doing just “like He said” is even more 

critical for those who teach. There is a greater responsibility 

in feeding His flock. 

1 Timothy 1:5-7- “Now the purpose of the commandment is 

love out of a pure heart, and a good conscience, and genuine 

faith; From which some, having missed the mark, have 

turned aside unto vain jangling; Desiring to be teachers of 



the law, neither understanding what they are saying, nor 

what they are strongly affirming.”

James 3:1-2- “My brethren, do not many of you become 

teachers, knowing that we will receive more severe 

judgment; Because we frequently offend, every one of us. If 

anyone does not offend in what he says, this one is a perfect 

man and is able also to hold in check the whole body.”

We know His judgment will be upon His church first. It may

have already begun. We do not know when Christ will 

return so the time for preparation is now. 

1 Peter 4:17-18- “For the time has come for judgment to 

begin with the household of God; and if it first begins with 

us, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel 



of God? And if the righteous are saved with much difficulty, 

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

 

Worshiping God in spirit and in truth comes from within us.

It is not something outward but originates in a humble and 

contrite heart. 

John 4:23-24- “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the

true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 

truth; for the Father is indeed seeking those who worship 

Him in this manner. God is Spirit, and those who worship 

Him must worship in spirit and in truth.”

Being humble will reflect godly character. Jesus is the 

perfect example of being humble. He set the role model for 

all of us to emulate. It can be difficult to overcome our own 



selfish pride. In doing our own will, we fail to exalt God and 

elevate ourselves. This can actually lead to idolatry, putting 

our way ahead of God’s. Being conscious of God’s will and 

remaining focused on His word and way first, we can defeat 

our fleshly attitudes and self-centeredness. Humility will 

follow. 

In keeping the Greatest Commandment, loving God first, we

will exalt God and not ourselves. While we are not in a 

gunfight, we can avoid certain death by keeping His word 

“just like He said.” Amen. 
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