Knowing is Everything

We will soon begin to celebrate the fall Holy Days. It seems time flies by faster
every year. We will soon be completing our ninth year. It seems like yesterday.

Where did the years go? How far have we come?

In school, they would measure our yearly achievements with their grading
system, tests, and report cards. If we failed to meet the standards, we would
flunk and have to repeat the grade. As adults, how do we determine how far
we have progressed in our spiritual walk? Is there a way in which we can
understand or quantify our spiritual growth? Fortunately, we are not the One
Who does the assessment. This could also be unfortunate as well. We may
want to grade ourselves on a curve, gauged by what we see going on around us
and what we witness in the conduct of others on the journey towards God’s
Kingdom. We may base our grades on what we “think” we deserve on our
“efforts.” Would they be an honest assessment? His grading will however be

final. For those who are baptized, there will be no repeating the course. But

thanks be to God as He knows the heart and our true intentions and our love

for Him and His Son, Jesus Christ.



If God did hand out report cards, what kind of grades would we receive?
Right off, it would be doubtful there would be any numeric or alphabet
grading system. With God, it would only be, “pass or fail.” That thought alone
would inspire those seeking to pass the course to hit the “book” all the more.
But would even that be enough to yield a passing grade? Doubtful. Is knowing

God’s word the most vital aspect of our spiritual growth?

Andrea posted a meme this past week that read, “Knowing the Bible is one

thing, knowing the Author is another.” This posits an interesting perspective.
How critical is it to know scripture verbatim as opposed to knowing God who
wrote it? We will look at knowing God’s word first and its importance to our

journey towards His Kingdom.

Does anyone believe a lawyer knows every law in the books by heart? Or does
a doctor know every type of disease and medicine available and how to
diagnose and prescribe treatment? We may be trying to compare apples to

oranges, and this may be a but extreme, but does being able to recite scripture



outweigh the need-to-know God Who wrote it? Definitely some things to

consider. Do you think that the devil knows scripture?

A lawyer and a doctor may not know all of the knowledge associated with
their respective fields, but they know where to look. They possess that
knowledge and ability to seek and find the correct answers and apply it to
their situation. Most definitely, the more knowledge they possess, the better at
their craft they can become. I am sure you can see the correlation that is

coming.

We too may not know every word of the Bible by heart, but we know where
we can seek and find the answers we desire. We should be studying and
keeping God’s word in our hearts, and we had better be living it daily. We
have been given the gift of God’s Holy Spirit at baptism to enhance our

spiritual understanding and discernment.

1 Corinthians 2:10-11- “But God has revealed them to us by His Spirit, for the
Spirit searches all things—even the deep things of God. For who among men

understands the things of man except by the spirit of man which is in him? In



the same way also, the things of God no one understands except by the Spirit

of God.”

The more of God’s word we “ingest” the more we show our desire to grow in
His ways. It will provide more of a retention of God’s word we will have for
when the time comes for us to have a ready answer. Our love for God will
yield more of an infilling of His Holy Spirit to us. This is providing our hearts

are genuinely seeking Him.

1 Corinthians 3:18-21- “Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you
thinks himself to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, so that he may
be wise in God’s sight. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God
for it is written, “He entraps the wise in their own craftiness.” And again,
“The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.” Therefore, do

not let anyone boast in men; for all things are yours,”

Our hearts must always be in right standing with God to produce the results

we pursue. Any purpose outside of a pure heart will produce an obstacle.



1 Chronicles 28:9- “And you, Solomon my son, acknowledge the God of your
father and serve Him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind, for the
LORD searches all hearts and understands all the imaginations of the
thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by you. But if you forsake Him,

He will cast you off forever.”

Having a solid foundation in scripture will enable us to be on guard against

false prophets, which we know will abound in the end times.

1 Corinthians 2:14-16- “But the natural man does not receive the things of the
Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them
because they are spiritually discerned. However, the one who is

spiritual discerns all things, but he himself is discerned by no one. For who
has known the mind of the Lord? Who shall instruct Him? But we have the

mind of Christ.”

It is to our benefit to be on guard and well versed in scripture. The enemy is

clever, and deception lies at every turn, even in God’s own house.



2 Corinthians 11:13-15- “For such are false apostles—deceitful workers who
are transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And it is no marvel, for
Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore, it is no
great thing if his servants also transform themselves as ministers of

righteousness—whose end shall be according to their works.”

Because we have God’s Holy Spirit within us, we have the capability of testing
what we encounter and know whether or not it is from God or the adversary.
1 John 4:1-2- “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits,
whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into
the world. By this zest you can know the Spirit of God: every spirit that

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.”

If we can identify the genuine article, we can easily recognize any counterfeit.
God’s word is the best defense at exposing deception and shining His light of
truth. Man-made religions have so twisted the word of God, they have led
people to believe false doctrine and what a “holy man” decided to be the truth.

We have been warned they will be among us.



Matthew 24:24-25- “For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and
they shall present great signs and wonders, in order to deceive, if possible,

even the elect. Behold, I have foretold it to you.”

Having the working knowledge of God’s word, we truly must come to know
Him to rightly apply the knowledge we possess. The wisdom we require comes
through our personal relationship with God and His imparting His Holy
Spirit to us. We see, hear, and think the way He desires us to be in the image

of His Son.

2 Timothy 2:14-15- “See that they remain mindful of these things, earnestly
charging them in the sight of the Lord not to argue over words that are not
profitable in any way, but which lead to the subverting of those who hear.

Diligently study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman who does

not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of the truth;”

Having the wisdom of God enables us to properly apply God’s word to
whatever situation we may be in. Wisdom does not always equate with
education. You can have more degrees than a thermometer and still be

clueless as a box of rocks. Having a bunch of letters behind your name does



not make you smart. You may be educated but cannot pour water out of a

boot if the instructions were on the heel.

The same goes for knowing scripture. Remember, God is no respecter of
persons. Are you living His word and is it visible to those around you?
Reciting scripture from memory is a good thing but God will know if you are

living it or not. It has to be more than just two or three hours on a Sabbath...

Matthew 25:12- “But He answered and said, ‘Truly I say to you, I do not

know you.”

Knowing what scripture actually says is foundational and essential to build
upon. Just like the “Beatitudes.” To truly know scripture, we must absolutely

know The One Who wrote it. Just how do we come to know God?

Psalm 34:18- “The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who

are of a contrite spirit.”

We have definitely covered this topic in the past and how serious it truly is.

We must love God first, trust God and obey God, all with a contrite and




humble heart. We cannot repeat this enough. There is no room for vanity or

pride.

Psalm 9:10- “And those who know Your name will put their trust in You, for

You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.”

When scripture says we are to live by every word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God, it means “every word.” This is where and why knowing His
word is so necessary. But we must know Him to make the word come alive in

our hearts.

We can go through the motions of playing church, week after week, year after
year, doing the same things over and over without moving an inch from where
we first began. Are we truly looking for God? Will you receive a passing grade
or for the unbaptized, have to repeat the course in a thousand years? Qur
reasons for serving must be to please and glorify God. Recognition or self-

promotion will get you a thousand-year nap, or worse...

Psalm 10:4- “Through the pride of his countenance the wicked will not seek

God; in all his thoughts there is no place for God.”



1 Corinthians 15:34- “Awake to righteousness, and do not sin, for some of you

do not have the knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.”

God will meet us where we are if we truly desire to know Him. The broken
and contrite heart is the key. Seeking Him as a treasure with a reverent fear

and our understanding and wisdom will come forth.

Proverbs 2:3-8- “Yea, if you cry after knowledge and lift up your voice for
understanding; If you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden
treasures, Then you shall understand the fear of the LORD and find the
knowledge of God. For the LORD gives wisdom; out of His mouth comes
knowledge and understanding. He lays up sound wisdom for the righteous; He
is a shield to those who walk uprightly. He keeps the paths of right

judgment and preserves the way of His saints.”

Wisdom is the practical application of our spiritual knowledge. We know that
our life, once we come to be called, it becomes a training program for the life
that lies ahead. It should be our foremost desire to know God and do what

pleases Him just as Jesus Christ did.



John 8:28-29- “Then Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of
man, then you yourselves shall know that I AM, and that I do nothing of
Myself. But as the Father taught Me, these things I speak. And He Who sent
Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone because I always do the

things that please Him.”

As we are called by God the Father (John 6:44), Jesus reveals the Father to

those He chooses to.

Matthew 11:27- “All things were delivered to Me by My Father; and no one
knows the Son except the Father; neither does anyone know the Father except

the Son, and the one to whom the Son personally chooses to reveal Him.”

It is imperative that we continue to love God first in our journey toward His
Kingdom. How can we make the right choices and walk in His steps, if we do
not know and understand what His point of view is? Reading about Him in a
book is nowhere near to speaking with Him daily on a personal level. The

benefit of this is He will also know us.




1 Corinthians 8:2-3- “But if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows

nothing yet to the degree that he ought to know. But if anyone loves God, he is

known by Him.”

God knows His own.

Ever striving to grow more in wisdom and knowledge that we may better
serve Him and those about us should be a goal. Again, this is all preparation

for our future roles in God’s Kingdom.

Deuteronomy 7:9- “Therefore, know that the LORD your God, He is God, the
faithful God Who keeps covenant and mercy with them that love Him and

keep His commandments, to a thousand generations.”

2 Timothy 2:19- “Nevertheless, the foundation of God stands firm, having this
seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and “Let everyone who calls upon

the name of Christ depart from unrighteousness.”

We have been called out and set apart for something far greater than we can

imagine. All of our gathered human wisdom is diminished by what we will



receive upon our resurrection. If we genuinely want to be smart, we must be
wise in our pursuit and relationship with God. Knowing His word is definitely
important but to fully understand it and rightly apply it, we must have that

personal bond with God He so desires from all of us.

John 17:3- “For this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, Whom You did send.”

This is God’s will for those He has called out of darkness. Knowing His word

is one thing but knowing the Author together is everything. Amen.
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