Just Ask

When Andrea and I used to attend the Pentecostal Church years ago, we
participated in a program called “Cleansing Stream.” We met in small groups
over a period of several weeks and followed the Biblical principles outlined in
the program. There were some excellent topics; Vertical alignment (being in
the will of God), Words (knowing how powerful words can be, blessing or
cursing) and repenting just to name a few. As Andrea and I were coordinators
for our group, we met on Sunday afternoons. After each class was completed,
we asked the group if anyone needed prayer. Usually, each week someone
would ask to be prayed over, and we did. They would sit in a single chair and

the group would pray over them. This became a weekly practice.

This past week, Christine reached out to our group and requested prayer.
How impressive is that! Her act of faith is what sparked this message. I know
most of us subscribe to prayer lists and we still ask for prayer via group texts.

There is much to be said about the power of prayer.



People used to look to God quite a bit more than they do now. We have
become too sophisticated to acknowledge our dependence on an unseen God.
Our faith has become diminished to where our prayers can become
ineffective. We can accept defeat before we even begin to send our prayers
skyward. We have discussed this in the past referring to “Half-hearted

Prayers.”

Without cracking open a dictionary, to ask simply means to make a request of
something from another. In this case we are asking God for His intervention
in whatever issue we may be facing. All too often, we want to give Him a
laundry list of requests for things we may or may not even need. Most people
would rather rely on themselves instead of taking their needs to God. God is

not in the minds and hearts as He once was. How sad is that?

Psalm 14:2-5- “The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men
to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. They have all
turned aside, together they have become corrupt; there is none who does

good, no, not even one. Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, those



who devour My people as men eat bread and do not call upon the LORD?

There they are in great fear, for God is with the generation of the righteous.”

Most of us are hesitant to ask or request anything of others. We may feel we
are imposing upon them or do not want to put them out. This especially
applies to someone who is moving! We are fortunate in this group as
dependability is a common trait. God desires that from us. He wants us to
depend upon Him. We need to understand that He is our Heavenly Father. We
need to understand that He is our loving Father in heaven, who is developing

us for His purposes and for our good.

Matthew 7:11- “Therefore, if you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more shall your Father Who is in heaven give good

things to those who ask Him?”

As much as a child asks of a parent, God wants that from us. Not so much for
material things as He already knows what our needs are before we ask. He

loves us and wants us to love Him in a personal relationship.

Matthew 6:8- “Now then, do not be like them; for your Father knows what

things you have need of before you ask Him.”
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Luke 12:29-32- “Then do not be seeking what you shall eat or what you shall
drink, and do not be anxious. For all the nations of the world seek after these
things; and your Father knows that you have need of these things. But seek
the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you. Do not be

afraid, little flock, for your Father delights in giving you the kingdom.”

God wants us to ask Him for our needs all the time. He is developing us for
His purpose and reproducing Himself in us. We may be reluctant to ask
because we may think the answer is “no” before we ask. All things are
according to His will for us and what is for our own good. Sometimes, rather
than seek God, people will go to outside sources and search for advice rather

than The Source of all wisdom.

Psalm 40:25- “To whom then will you compare Me, or who is My equal?” says

the Holy One.”

This reflects the personal relationship we each have with God. But just asking

is not that easy. There are conditions.



Matthew 7:7-8- “Ask, and it shall be given to you. Seek, and you shall find.
Knock, and it shall be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the

one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it shall be opened.”

We must do our part as instructed in His word. From His Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus told us to ask, seek and knock. It requires our efforts; we are to
seek Him and His righteousness. When we ask, we must do so with humility.
When we “knock” we are attempting to gain insight and wisdom. Our

sincerity and our attitude are essential. Back to the heart again...

Psalm 40:16-17- “Let all those who seek You rejoice and be glad in You, and
let the one who loves Your salvation always say, “Let the LORD be
magnified.” But I am poor and needy; may the LORD think upon me; You

are my help and my deliverer; O my God, do not delay.”

Psalm 27:7-9- “Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice; and be gracious
unto me and answer me. When You said, “Seek My face,” my heart said to
You, “Your face, O LORD, will I seek.” Hide not Your face from me. Turn
not Your servant away in anger; You have been my help; leave me not,

neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.”



Jeremiah 29:11-13- “For I know the purposes which I am purposing for you,’
says the LORD; ‘purposes of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a
hope. Then you shall call on Me, and you shall go and pray to Me, and I will

hearken to you. And you shall seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me

with all your heart.”

Our proper attitude begins with the humble contrite heart. I know you may
think we have beaten this to death, but it is foundational for building the
relationship with God. He wants us to draw ever closer to Him. With the way
the world is, now is a wonderful time to start if you have not already. Asking
in faith, believing, and trusting God will yield the right kind of knocking to
open doors. What would hold you back from asking for prayer? Pride? Don’t

want to impose on anyone? Maybe God is too busy?

James 1:5-9- “However, if anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, Who
gives to everyone freely and does not reproach the one who asks; and it shall
be given to him. But let him ask in faith, not doubting at all because the one
who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven by the wind and tossed zo

and fro. Do not let that man expect that he will receive anything from the



Lord. He is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. But let the brother

who is in humble circumstances rejoice in his elevation,”

James 3:14- “But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your heart,

do not boast and lie against the Truth.”

The proper attitude will close the door quickly and may leave you wondering
why God does not hear your prayers. Before making any request of God, we
should always check our intentions to see if they are genuine. Asking for

winning lottery numbers will not get any response.

Psalm 66:18-20- “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the LORD will not hear me;
Surely God has heard; He has attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be

God Who has not turned away my prayer, nor His steadfast love from me.”

Psalm 10:1-4- “Why do You stand afar off, O LORD? Why do You hide
Yourself in times of trouble? The wicked in his pride pursues the poor; let
them be taken in the schemes that they have imagined, For the wicked boasts

of his heart’s desire, and blesses the covetous but despises the LORD.



Through the pride of his countenance the wicked will not seek God; in all his

thoughts there is no place for God.”

James 4:2-3- “You lust, and have not; you kill, and are jealous, and are not
able to obtain; you fight and quarrel, but still you do not have, because you do
not ask. Then you ask, and you do not receive, because you ask with evil

motives, that you may consume it on your own lusts.”

Reaching out in faith, pressing through, disregarding what others may think

displays the humble heart and persistent faith.

Mark 5:30-34- “Now Jesus knew immediately within Himself that power had
gone out of Him; and turning in the crowd, He said, “Who touched My
garments?” But His disciples said to Him, “You see the crowd pressing
around You, and You ask, ‘Who touched Me?’ ” Then He looked around to
see who had done this. And the woman, frightened and trembling, knowing
what had been done in her, came and fell down before Him, and told Him all
the truth. Then He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has cured you. Go in

peace, and be whole from your scourge.”



The woman with the blood issues described in the above scripture, displays
the persistent faith we need to develop. She knew in her heart that if she could
just get through the crowd and touch the hem of Jesus’ garment, she would be
healed. By her faith she was! Her belief and faith in God healed her through
the power of God’s Holy Spirit within Jesus Christ. The crowd was an
obstacle just like we face in our lives. Do we have the same persistence to press

through?

Matthew 9:27-29- “ Now as Jesus was traveling from there, two blind men
followed, crying, and saying, “Have pity on us, Son of David!” And after
coming into the house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus said to them,

“Do you believe that I have the power to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes,

Lord.” Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it to

you.”

Luke 18:40-42- “Then Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to
Him. And when he came near, He asked him, Saying, “What do you desire to
have Me do for you?” And he said, “Lord, that I may receive sight.” Then

Jesus said to him, “Receive sight. Your faith has healed you.”




Reaching out in faith and pressing through cannot occur if we are holding on
to any inward pride. Lose your pride and humble yourself before God. Talk
with Him, especially if you are not asking Him for anything! He wants to hear
from us. Had we initially asked of God with the proper attitude, He may have

granted us the desire of our heart without even asking.

Psalm 34:3-5- “Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land, and
cherish faithfulness. Delight yourself in the LORD, and He shall give you the
desires of your heart. Commit your way unto the LORD; trust also in Him,

and He will bring it to pass.”

We tend to always cry out when our world is upside down. The first thing our
of anyone’s mouth at an accident scene is “oh God!” People fail to
acknowledge our dependence on Him but are swift to call on Him in times of
crisis. We can receive a great deal of help from God if we only ask. Not just in

the big events but the trivial things in life as well. He will answer us.

Psalm 34:4- “I sought the LORD, and He answered me, and delivered me

from all my fears.”



Psalm 55:16-17- “As for me, I will call upon God, and the LORD will save me.
Evening and morning, and at noon, I will cry aloud in my distress; and

He shall hear my voice.”

Asking God for prayer is not only a demonstration of our faith and devotion,
but also an opportunity. It is an opportunity to glorify God through our prayers
and our faith. It displays our trust in His ability to care for what belongs to

Him.

1 Corinthians 10:31- “Therefore, whether you eat, or you drink, or you do

anything, do all things to the glory of God.”

Jesus taught His disciples to pray in what we call The Lord’s Prayer. Jesus is

now our intercessor to the very throne of God.

Hebrews 4:14-16- “Having therefore a great High Priest, Who has passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, we should hold fast the confession of our
faith. For we do not have a high priest who cannot empathize with our
weaknesses, but One Who was tempted in all things according to the likeness

of our own temptations; yet He was without sin. Therefore, we should come



with boldness to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need.”

Before He was crucified, Jesus told his disciples effectively that He would
represent us to the God the Father. After He was crucified, He was given all
power of heaven and earth. He wanted them to understand about how to
make requests of God. If we pray in the manner He instructed, greater things

would we do in His Name.

John 14:12-14- “Truly, truly I say to you, the one who believes in Me shall also
do the works that I do; and greater works than these shall he do because I am
going to the Father. And whatever you shall ask in My name, this will I do
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I

will do it.”

By our faith and our prayers, we can glorify the Father and the Son. If we are
truly in the right standing and ask with a pure motive, our prayers will be

answered.

John 15:6-8- “If anyone does not dwell in Me, he is cast out as a branch, and is

dried up; and men gather them and cast them into a fire, and they are burned.



If you dwell in Me, and My words dwell in you, you shall ask whatever you
desire, and it shall come to pass for you. In this is My Father glorified, that

you bear much fruit; so shall you be My disciples.”

John 16:24-26- “Until this day, you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and
you shall receive, that your joy may be full. These things I have spoken to you
in allegories; but the time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in
allegories, but I will plainly disclose to you the things of the Father. In that
day, you shall ask in My name; and I do not tell you that I will beseech the

Father for you,”

We may see worldly solutions to our problems and decide God’s answer is
taking too long. God’s solutions may not always be what we asked for either
or not what we expected. But we must trust in Him to know that His decisions
will always be in our best interest. Overcoming the flesh should keep us in
constant contact with God on a daily basis. If it were a long-distance phone
call (I know they are outdated today), my bill would be astronomical in asking

forgiveness for sins and shortcomings.



Psalm 86:5-7- “For You, LORD, are good and ready to forgive, and rich in
mercy to all those who call upon You. Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer,
and attend to the voice of my supplications. In the day of my trouble I will

call upon You, for You will answer me.”

Our answered prayers may come in the form of greater understanding, and
increased knowledge of scripture, rather than anything material. He will
impart wisdom to those of us who earnestly seek Him and His righteousness.
But when we are in proper alignment with God’s will and our hearts are in
right standing, God will provide the solution or help we asked for. We need

not worry or doubt, we must trust Him fully and wait for His response.

Philippians 4:6-7- “Do not be anxious about anything; but by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God in
everything; And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, shall

guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.”

Lamentations 3:22-25- “It is by the LORD’S mercies that we are not
destroyed, because His compassions never fail. They are new every morning;

great is Your faithfulness. “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul;



“therefore I will hope in Him.” The LORD is good to those who wait for Him,

to the soul who seeks Him.”

The Bible is full of God’s promises of hearing our cries if we are walking in
His ways. Ask is one of the small words that is used throughout scripture
nearly three-thousand times. Like the word “if,” it has tremendous meaning.
Isaiah 30:19- “For, O people who dwell in Zion at Jerusalem, you shall weep
no more; He will be very gracious to you at the voice of your cry. When He

hears it, He will answer you.”

Trust God, just ask. Thank you, Christine, for your faith. By your faith may

God be glorified in your healing in the name of Jesus, Amen.
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