How Did We End Up Here?

It is time for a rerun as the topic is always a good reminder
of the issues and causes for failure and spiritual backsliding.
Complacency definitely Kills...sometimes eternally. The
following is a modified version of a lesson we shared four

years ago.

As I am in Pennsylvania and have just completed a 38-hour
day and 1373-mile drive, staying up may yield some
unintelligible gibberish and more type errors than usual!

But the Lord is my strength!

Psalm 27:1- “The LORD is my light and my
salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” He gave me a few extra

volts in the batteries to share this lesson.



Remember back in 2001 after the terrorists’ attack on
September 11" of how everyone banded together with a
spirit of national patriotism? There were American flags
everywhere. Unity was prevalent and there seemed to be
little divisions among us. What happened in our nation over
the past 19 years? How could things spiral out of control in
such a brief period of time? So much chaos, division, and
hatred. Certainly, there is nothing new under the sun.
Ecclesiastes 1:9- “That which has been is that which shall
be; and that which has been done is that which shall be
done; and there is nothing new under the sun.”

If we look at things in the Biblical perspective, things began

to unravel with Adam and Eve eating the forbidden fruit.

Genesis 3:6-7- “And when the woman saw that the tree was

good for food, and that it was pleasing to the eyes, and a tree



to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate.
She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. And the
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made

coverings for themselves.”

Satan laughing, was going to have a field day in disrupting
the plan of God and destroying His creation (us) as we all
became prisoners of sin. Throughout the Old Testament,
there are countless stories of the failures of mankind and
their disobedience to God and His Way of life. The
disobedience was so bad that God even destroyed the Earth

with a flood.

Genesis 6:5-7- “And the LORD saw that the wickedness of
man was great on the earth, and every imagination of the

thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the



LORD repented that He had made man on the earth, and He
was grieved in His heart. And the LORD said, “I will destroy
man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both
man and beast, and the crawling thing, and the fowl of the

air; for I repent that I have made them.”

(A _Faithful Version)

Genesis 6:17- “And behold, I, even I am bringing a flood of
waters upon the earth in order to destroy all flesh—in which
is the breath of life—from under heaven. Everything which

is upon the earth shall die.”

It wasn’t too long after the flood that man went back to his
rebellious ways. We know that the men of Sodom were

“wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly”



Genesis 13:13- “But the men of Sodom were wicked and

sinners against the LORD, exceedingly so.”

Their perversions were not unlike what we see this very day
around the globe with the gay rights and their agenda. God
had enough and wiped out the cities of Sodom and

Gomorrah.

Genesis 19:24-25- “Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and
upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire, from the LORD out of
heaven. And He overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and
all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon

the ground.”



Seeing the perversions on TV that were once frowned upon
in our nation and now widely accepted, I wonder how much

time San Francisco or Key West has left?

The effects of Divinely nuking two cities didn’t deter the
wickedness in mankind. From Sodom’s destruction to Moses
was about four hundred years so the example of destroyed
cities weren’t fresh in the minds of the nation of Israel. Even
with witnessing all of the plagues God set upon Egypt, the
miraculous deliverance from bondage, the pillar of smoke
and fire, the parting of the Red Sea, the nation of Israel still

rebelled moaned and groaned.

Being fed manna from Heaven, receiving the Ten
Commandments, yet still complaining, they had Aaron

fashion a Golden Calf for them to worship.



Exodus 32:4- “And he took them from their hand, and
fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a molten calf.
And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought

you up out of the land of Egypt.”

Moses intervened and pleaded with God to turn His wrath

from the people.

Exodus 32:11-12- “And Moses prayed to the LORD his God,
and said, “LORD, why does Your wrath burn hot against
Your people whom You have brought forth out of the land
of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why
should the Egyptians speak and say, ‘He brought them out
with an evil intent, to Kkill them in the mountains and to
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from Your

fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against Your people.”



When Moses returned to them however, seeing the
contention in the camps, delivered God’s wrath upon those

in rebellion against God.

Exodus 32:26-28- “Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp
and said, “Who is on the LORD’S side? Come to me.” And
all the sons of Levi gathered themselves to him. And he said
to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Each man put
his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate
throughout the camp, and Kill each one his brother, and
each one his companion, and each one his neighbor.” ” And
the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And

there fell of the people that day about three thousand men;”



The downward spiral of mankind didn’t slow or end with
the loss of over three thousand people that day. God
continued to send out His wrath on rebellious mankind all

through the Old Testament:

2 Kings 22:17- “Because they have forsaken Me and have
burned incense to other gods so that they might provoke Me
to anger with all the works of their hands; therefore My
wrath shall be kindled against this place, and it shall not be

quenched.”

2 Chronicles 34:25 - “Because they have forsaken Me

and have burned incense to other gods, so that they might
provoke Me to anger with all the works of their hands.

And My wrath shall be poured out upon this place and shall

not be quenched.” ”



2 Chronicles 36:16- “But they mocked the messengers
of God and despised His words, and illtreated His prophets
until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people until

there was no remedy.”

Psalm 78:31- “The wrath of God came upon them and Kkilled
the strongest of them and struck down the chosen men of

Israel.”

Ezekiel 22:31- “Therefore I have poured out My fury on
them. I have burned them up with the fire of My wrath. I
have recompensed their own way upon their heads,” says the

Lord GOD.”



The common thread that seems to run through history is
that we fail to obey God and His Commandments. We have
lost our fear of God and our love for Him. "The fear of the

Lord is to hate evil . . ." -Proverbs 8:13.

In today’s society, we hardly acknowledge God, much less
fear Him. It seems apparent that society would rather

embrace their evil ways than repent and turn things around.

2 Chronicles 7:14- “If My people, who are called by

My name, shall humble themselves and pray, and seek My
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their

land.”

Satan has cleverly watered down what is truly evil and made
it all so appealing. Just look at “Halloween, Christmas and

Easter.” We are witnessing Isaiah 5:20 coming to fruition.



Consider all of the abominations and perversions that are

constantly in our face and presented to our children.

The fear of the Lord is defined as ""hating evil." We know too

that the fear of The Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

Proverbs 9:9-10- “Give instruction to a wise one, and he will
be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in
learning. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;

and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.”

In the Bible, "evil" is used in many ways. Satan in his
craftiness has diluted and twisted the meaning of evil. From
a Biblical perspective, evil is what is detrimental to mankind
or that which does harm to life. A common phrase in the Old
Testament was that “the people did evil in the sight of The

Lord.”



Judges 2:11- “And the children of Israel did evil in the sight

of the LORD and served Baalim.”

Judges 3:12- “And the children of Israel did evil again in the
sight of the LORD. And the LORD made Eglon the king of
Moab strong against Israel because they had done evil in the

sight of the LORD. (A Faithful Version)

Judges 6:1- “And the children of Israel did evil in the sight
of the LORD. And the LORD delivered them into the hand

of Midian seven years.”

1 Kings 11:6- “And Solomon did evil in the sight of the
LORD and did not go fully after the LORD like his father

David.”



Jeremiah 52:2- “And he did evil in the eyes of the LORD,

according to all that Jehoiakim had done.”

They sinned. This description is key because the people did
not consider their deeds to be evil. In their view, committing
evil equated to harmless acts, much like the conditioning
we’ve all undergone in the past decade or two. We’re all
labeled “intolerant” if we do not accept someone or a
group’s twisted view or agree with their morality, political

or sexual ideals.

Aside from losing our fear of The Lord, truth is all but
absent in our society in any form. We know that Satan is
hard at work in the world as his time is growing shorter by

the day. We know he is the father of all lies.



John 8:44- “You are of your father the devil, and the lusts of
your father you desire to practice. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and has not stood in the truth because there is
no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he is speaking

from his own self; for he is a liar, and the father of it.”

In the end times many shall be deceived.

Mark 13:6- “For many shall come in My name, saying, ‘I am

the Christ;’ and they shall deceive many.”

“All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as

keep His covenant and his testimonies.” - Psalm 25:10

Jeremiah 7:28 — “But you shall say to them, ‘This is a nation
which does not obey the voice of the LORD their God, nor
receives correction; truth has perished, and is cut off from

their mouth.”



We have read the scriptures concerning other nations that
failed to obey the Laws of God, what makes anyone in this
nation think we will escape any punishment? Or even any

one individual?

A fractured form of truth, at best, makes its way to the
evening news depending on who owns the network and sets
aside any political agenda. Truth is no longer essential in
reporting just so long as the story is sensationalized.
Whether it be wearing a mask, death tolls from Covid-19 or,
God help us, this being another election year. There has
already been an assassination attempt and there is no

progress on determining a truthful investigation.



Television programming has deteriorated from being
wholesome family-oriented shows to pushing agendas in our
face. Gay channels, alternative lifestyles, Transvestites
reading to children at schools, Cheaters, Liars, and the like
are hugely different from “Father Knows Best.” Just scroll
through a program menu and see what filth is on the air for

anyone to watch.

Satan has all the perversions and lies covered. Things that
were once taboo even in the movies are now blatantly
displayed to anyone who can turn on the set. Back in the
sixty’s, there used to be a television seal of good practice. TV
stations used to proudly display that their station met the
standards of good broadcasting. It was actually done away
with in 1983. Go figure...There were TV news standards as

well. Today, anything goes on TV no matter how much of an



affront or an abomination it is to God. The Paris Olympics

Opening ceremony exemplified this.

We are in another election year and the circus is just
beginning. We are no longer offered two viable candidates of
character and integrity running on achievements, in most
cases, we are forced to select one who is the lesser of two
evils. When a candidate has no accomplishments of their
own to stand on, they resort to mudslinging or rely on
statements made by the other from 20 years ago. Currently,
one party is trying to deny and erase the less than stellar
performance of their candidate. The irony is most professed
to be Christian, but the reality is the only thing they have in

common with Christ is feet.



John 8:7- “And as they continued to ask Him, He lifted
Himself up and said to them, “Let the sinless one among you

cast the first stone at her.”

After being involved in our Bible studies for several years
now, we know the definition of a Christian is quite a bit
more involved than the mere professing to be one. The
condition of your heart and your personal relationship with
God are the foundation. Having difficulties or storm and
trial after trial? You are not looking deep enough into

yourself to see where the disconnect is between you and God.

Benjamin Franklin, remarked at the end of the
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia: “I agree to this
Constitution ... and I believe, further, that this is likely to be

well administered for a course of years, and can only end in



despotism, as other forms have done before it, when the
people shall become so corrupted as to need despotic
government, being incapable of any other.” I think we’ve
reached that point in our nation. Lack of truth and altered
history, moral decay and the polluting of God’s Word and
way of life has cracked the very foundation on which we
were built. But we get the leaders we deserve. Lying and

cheating are virtues to some and nearly accepted by all.

The world and our nation are definitely in a downward
spiral, but it didn’t begin yesterday. We need not be overly
concerned as we know where we are headed, what to expect
along the way and how the story ends. As a nation and as

people in general, we have taken our focus off of God.

Psalm 53:2-4- “God looked down from heaven upon

the children of men to see if there were any who understand,



who are seeking after God. Everyone has turned away; they
have altogether become corrupt; no one is doing good, no,
not even one. Will the workers of iniquity never learn? They
eat up my people as they eat bread; they have not called

upon God.”

We need to stay focused on our charge from the Master.

Matthew 22:14- “For many are called, but few are chosen.”

But God will not tolerate this conduct forever, quite the

contrary. Time for pretending has long since ended.

Romans 1:18 — “Indeed, the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven upon all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men

who suppress the truth in unrighteousness;”



There will come a time in the not-too-distant future where
the truth of God’s Word will all but disappear. Like our U.S.
history, it has become so diluted and watered down with
compromise. We must not succumb to the confusion of the
world we live in or support the sin within it. God is all but
absent now in our schools, our government and in actuality,
our churches (especially in our churches). God’s judgment

will begin in His House first. Keep that in mind.

1 Peter 4:17-18- “For the time has come for judgment to
begin with the household of God; and if it first begins with
us, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel
of God? And if the righteous are saved with much difficulty,

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

This chaos will only get worse, the confusion and persecution

of our faith will only intensify. But Christ’s prayer to The



Father in John 17:17 solidifies our position, “Sanctify them

in Your truth; Your Word is the truth.”

We may scratch our heads sometimes wondering “how did
we end up here.” What is most important is not so much
how we got here but where we will end up. Our starting

position in the race is less important than where we finish.

Luke 9:62- “But Jesus said to him, “No one who sets his
hand to the plow, and looks back at the things behind, is fit

for the kingdom of God.”

Trust and obey God. We’ve made the choice and there is

only one direction, forward. Amen!
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