
Gray Hair

As you all know, I am away this week attending a 50-year 

High School Reunion in Pennsylvania. It is apparent that 

every time I leave the state this time of year, I dodge a 

hurricane. Aside from a twenty-hour and 1330-mile drive, it 

is not too unbearable. Rusty and Bear are great travel 

companions as they sleep the whole way up. Having weather 

in the sixties is not too bad either. However, the solid gray 

skies and dampness will continue to get colder all the way to 

April. I do not miss the winter weather in the least bit. I 

would rather dodge an occasional hurricane and wear shorts

all year. 



The reunion itself is Saturday night. There are only 50 or 60 

attending from a graduating class of over nine hundred. 

Many have passed including some close friends within the 

past two years. Remember we read a statistic that only 8% 

of the world’s population live past the age of sixty-five. 

Some of us attended a tour of the new high school this 

afternoon and were all introduced on the football field 

before the Homecoming game kickoff. I had never attended 

a Homecoming football game even when I attended school 

here. They usually lose anyway. As most of us left at 

halftime, we were informed later that our school actually 

won the game 21 to 14. I had better leave for home now 

before it snows…



The fifty years since doing burn outs in my ‘69 Camaro 

down the driveway of the high school seems like yesterday. 

One thing we all agreed on, life happened and passed too 

quickly. I know it will be interesting to see those in 

attendance at the event and find out what adventures life has

dealt them. What amazed me was I could not believe I was 

surrounded by all these gray-haired old people. Then 

Andrea’s label came to mind, “fossil,” and I realized I was 

one of them. But having gray hair is not so bad. Still having 

hair of any color is a plus. 

Proverbs 20:29- “The glory of young men is their strength; 

and the beauty of old men is the gray head.”



Proverbs 16:31- “The gray head is a crown of glory if it is 

found in the way of righteousness.”

When we are young, we really do not think of growing old or

death. We live life without too many concerns. For those of 

us who have survived this long, we can look back and see 

some of the stupid things we have done and by the grace of 

God, we survived. I know there will be discussions of such 

nature among friends at the reunion, especially the friends I 

spent time together with. It was safer being a bomb 

technician than driving with any one of us back in the day. 

We never considered the immediate dangers or the eternal 

consequences of our actions.

Ecclesiastes 11:8-9- “But if a man lives many years and 

rejoices in them all; yet let him remember the days of 



darkness, for they shall be many. All that comes is vanity. 

Rejoice, in your youth, O young man; and let your heart 

cheer you in the days of your youth, and walk in the ways of 

your heart, and in the sight of your eyes; but know that for 

all these   things   God will bring you into judgment  .”

There were a few who learned the hard way and taught 

everyone to slow down. Wisdom gradually appeared with 

age and recognizing we had survived genuinely stupid 

actions. The seeds most of our parents had tried to 

encourage in us must have taken root. 

Proverbs 4:10-12- “Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; 

and the years of your life shall be many. I have taught you in

the way of wisdom; I have led you in the right paths. When 



you go, your steps shall not be hampered, and when you run,

you shall not stumble.”

Realizing we all have an expiration date; life began to take 

on a fresh look. Seeing our parents growing older brought 

about the awareness that they would not be around forever 

either. So how long do we have is a big question on most 

minds. 

Psalm 90:9-10- “For all our days pass away in Your wrath; 

we finish our years as with a sigh. The days of our years are 

threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they 

are fourscore years, yet their span is but trouble and sorrow,

for it is soon cut off and we fly away.”



If we use the above scripture, 70 years is the basic plan with 

80 years being an upgrade. Some of us may be nearing or 

already “out of warranty.” But we need not be concerned, 

God is in control of our personal calendars, and we have 

been assured how the story ends. We have learned since 

baptism that our obedience to God and His way of life is 

what makes the difference. 

Isaiah 46:3-4- “Hearken to Me, O house of Jacob, and all the

remnant of the house of Israel, who are borne by Me from 

the belly, who are lifted from the womb; Even to your old 

age I am He; and to gray hairs I will carry you. I have 

made you, and I will bear you up; even I will carry you, and 

will deliver you.”



We have God’s promise which is better than any guarantee 

you will ever find on earth. 

Deuteronomy 4:39-40- “Therefore, know this day and fix it 

in your heart that the LORD is God in heaven above and on 

the earth beneath. There is none other. Therefore, you shall 

keep His statutes and His commandments which I command 

you this day, so that it may go well with you and with your 

children after you, and so that you may prolong your days 

upon the earth which the LORD your God gives you 

forever.”

Proverbs 3:1-4- “My son, do not forget my law, but let your 

heart keep my commandments; For they shall add length of 

days, and long life, and peace, to you.



Do not let mercy and truth forsake you; bind them around 

your neck; write them upon the tablet of your heart; And so 

you shall find favor and good understanding in the sight of 

God and man.”

God set forth His promise of giving length of days when He 

gave Moses the Ten Commandments. This certainly needs to

be in the hearts of our young members. 

 

Exodus 20:12- “Honor your father and your mother so that 

your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your 

God gives you.”

Ephesians 6:1-3- “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, 

for this is right.



Honor your father and   your   mother,     which is the first   

commandment with a     promise  , That it may be well with you,

and that you may live long on the earth.”

 

Deuteronomy 5:16- “Honor your father and your mother as 

the LORD your God has commanded you, so that your days 

may be prolonged, and that it may go well with you in the 

land which the LORD your God gives you.”

We are not only focusing on the young members, but all of 

God’s called. There is no specific age group or limit on God’s

commandments. 

Deuteronomy 5:33- “You shall walk in all the ways which 

the LORD your God has commanded you so that you may 



live and that it may be well with you, and you may prolong 

your days in the land which you shall possess.” 

Deuteronomy 6:1-2- “Now these are the commandments, the 

statutes, and the judgments which the LORD our God 

commanded to teach you so that you might do them in the 

land where you go to possess it, That you might fear the 

LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His 

commandments which I command you, you, and your son, 

and your son’s son, all the days of your life, and so that your 

days may be prolonged.”

Blessings follow obedience as well as longevity. Children and

grandchildren are a crown to this gray-haired man. It is 

such a blessing to Andrea and me to have four children and 

five grandchildren. They too have all grown up so fast. 



Psalm 127:3-4- “Lo, children are the inheritance of the 

LORD; the fruit of the womb is a reward. As arrows are in 

the hand of a mighty man, so are the children of one’s 

youth.”

Proverbs 17:6- “Children’s children are the crown of old 

men, and the glory of children are their fathers.”

The nation is run by greed and lies are the norm. Self-

promotion has given way to most forms of integrity we of the

gray-haired clan recall from our childhoods. There were no 

alphabet perverts when I was a child, and such practices 

were still considered a mental disorder and not heralded as a

brave new lifestyle. I am confident we have all seen wicked 

people seem to skate through life, living it as carefree 



without any concerns for sin or their selfish and self-

centered lifestyles.

Ecclesiastes 7:15- “All things I have seen in the days of my 

vanity; there is a just man who perishes in his righteousness,

and there is a wicked one who prolongs life in his 

wickedness.”

Their judgment is coming. When we lose our fear of God, 

there is no reason to fear man. Man can only kill you once. 

God can kill us twice. 

Ecclesiastes 8:12-13- “Though a sinner does evil a hundred 

times, and his days are prolonged, yet surely, I know that it 

shall be well with those who fear God, who fear before Him. 



But it shall not be well with the wicked, nor shall he prolong 

his days, which are as a shadow; because he does not fear 

before God.”

Growing closer to God in our obedience and relationship 

will keep us on the right path for a long life. So, as a 

reminder, we may have gray hair and be retired, God is not 

letting us stay on the porch so soon. I think Joshua may have

been ready for a vacation towards the end of his life, but 

God was not finished just yet. 

Joshua 13:1- “Now Joshua was old, advanced in years. And 

the LORD said to him, “You are old and advanced in years, 

and there remains yet very much land to be possessed.”



Get some Grecian Formula if you need too as most of us still 

have hair. We are not headed for the rest home just yet. We 

all have much to do for what lies ahead in preparation for 

the return of our Savior Jesus Christ. We who finish the race

according to God’s will and word, will have the greatest 

reunion with our loved ones long since unseen. What an 

event that will be! Amen. 
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