God Have Mercy

It would be difficult to think that anyone who believes in
God and has faith in His word, that He is not a patient and
loving God. With all He has done, is doing and will continue
to do throughout eternity, His patience may be running thin.
The event of this past week exemplifies the blatant mockery
of Christianity and anything decent. The opening ceremony
of the Olympic Games in Paris had a portion performed by
transvestites arrayed like the painting of Leonardo Da
Vincis The Last Supper. Organizers offered an apology, but
supporters claim it was a tribute to Dionysus, a Greek god.
Moral decay is beyond malignant. The power went off for
the entire city the next day, but that too is dismissed as a

coincidence.



“God have mercy!” or “Lawd have mercy!” (southern
version as I heard my mom say often), is a common
exclamation we have all heard. God kas mercy most
certainly, but even Sodom and Gomorrah ran out of time.

Eventually the guilty will be held accountable.

Exodus 34:5-7- “And the LORD came down in the cloud,
and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the
LORD. And the LORD passed by before him and
proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth, Keeping mercy to the thousandth generation,

forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but Who will

by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the

fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children,

to the third and to the fourth generation.”



According to Merriam-Webster, mercy is defined as:
compassion, forbearance shown especially to an offender or
to one subject to one’s power. Also: lenient or compassionate
treatment. It is also defined as an act of Divine favor or

compassion.

Several synonyms are frequently associated with mercy:
forgiveness, sympathy, grace, and compassion.
Lovingkindness is also used throughout the Bible to show
God’s mercy. The key difference is the one showing mercy
usually has power over the one receiving it. God certainly

has the power over everything to display His mercy.

Lamentations 3:22-24- “It is by the LORD’S mercies that we

are not destroyed, because His compassions never fail. They



are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. “The
LORD is my portion,” says my soul; “therefore I will hope in
Him.”

We may be incensed by the display of debauchery in Paris,
but is it any different here at home? Keeping in mind the
words associated with mercy, we are to emulate the actions
of our Savior Jesus Christ. We must forgive those who
commit these abominations, I did not say we had to like
them, but they are lost just as we were lost before God called

us.

Colossians 3:13- “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one
another if anyone has a complaint against another; even as

Christ forgave you, so also you should forgive.”



It is not an easy task that is before us. It is a true test of our

faith and calling.

Luke 6:35-37- “But love your enemies, and do good, and
lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be
great, and you shall be the children of the Highest; for He is
g0od to the unthankful and the wicked. Therefore, you also
be compassionate, even as your Father is compassionate.
And do not judge others, so that you yourself will not be
judged in any way. Do not condemn others, so that you will
not be condemned in any way. Forgive, and you shall be

forgiven.”

Judging others is not our function yet. We are to have mercy

and pray for those who are lost.



James 2:13- “For the one who has dealt without mercy will
be judged without mercy. But mercy triumphs over

judgment.”

Christ forgave those who crucified Him (and all of us) from

the cross.

Luke 23:34- “Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing.” And as they divided

His garments, they cast lots.”

Forgiveness and showing mercy of this magnitude is a
struggle, at least for me. I thank God He is God as it
becomes increasingly gut wrenching by the week that the
enemy runs amok. Politicians are incapable of speaking the

truth and trust of officials has long since disappeared. Not



watching the news can keep us from being pulled back into

the world and opening the door to our old self.

Ephesians 4:31-32- “Let all bitterness, and indignation, and
wrath, and clamor, and evil speaking be removed from you,
together with all malice; And be kind and tenderhearted

toward one another, forgiving one another, even as God has

also in Christ forgiven you.”

We have been called out and set apart, this does not mean
we live with our heads buried in the sand. It also does not

mean we cannot become angry.

Ephesians 4:26-27- “When you become angry, do not sin. Do
not let the sun go down on your anger; Neither give place to

the devil.”



We may have a righteous indignation over what we see going
on all around us. It is a time to strengthen our faith as we
may be living in the end times. God desires us to have mercy
over sacrifice. We are to have mercy for others as He has

had mercy on us.

Matthew 9:13- “Now go and learn what this means: ‘I desire
mercy and not sacrifice.” For I did not come to call the

righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Matthew 12:7- “Now if you had known what this means, ‘1
desire mercy and not sacrifice,” you would not have

condemned the guiltless.”



Throughout the Bible, God did not always act out of

vengeance or display His wrath.

Micah 7:18- “Who is a God like You, Who pardons iniquity
and passes over the transgression of the remnant of His
heritage? He does not keep His anger forever because He

delights in mercy.”

I am so incredibly grateful He is slow to anger and does not
hold grudges if we are quick to repent from our sins and
shortcomings. As we have said numerous times, God knows
the heart. He knows the difference between “lip service” and

genuine heartfelt repentance.

Psalm 86:15-16- “But You, O LORD, are a God full

of compassion, and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding



in steadfast love and truth. Oh, turn to me, and have mercy
upon me; give Your strength to Your servant and save the

son of Your handmaid.”

Psalm 103:-11- “The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abundant in mercy. He will not always chasten,
nor will He keep His anger forever. He has not dealt with us
according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our
iniquities, For as the heavens are high above the earth, so is

His mercy toward those who fear Him.”

Knowing God and what His wrath is capable of supports our
reverent fear of Him. We love Him first with a sense of awe
and amazement. Having this fear should draw us into an
even closer relationship with Him. Receiving and walking in

god’s mercy has requirements as does His way of life. We



cannot behave like a bunch of spoiled brats wanting it “our

way” when it comes to worshipping Him.

Luke 1:50-52- “And His mercy is toward those who fear
Him, from generation to generation. He has worked strength
with His arm; He has scattered the haughty in the
imagination of their hearts. He has put down rulers from

thrones, and has exalted the lowly.”

Our nation’s present condition has roots in an ineffective
and weakened church. Removing God’s Commandments,
replacing them with traditions, and diluting His word to fit a
narrative can only end in judgment. God has been so very

patient with us.



Psalm 78:36-39- “Nevertheless they flattered Him with their
mouths, and they lied to Him with their tongues, For their
heart was not steadfast with Him; neither were they faithful
in His covenant. But He, being full of compassion, forgave
their iniquity and did not destroy them; yea, many times He
turned His anger away and did not stir up all His wrath, For
He remembered that they were but flesh, a wind that passes

away and does not come again.”

This is so truly fortunate for mankind as there is still time.

God does not want any of us to perish.

2 Peter 3:9- “The Lord is not delaying the promise of His
coming, as some in their own minds reckon delay; rather, He
is longsuffering toward us, not desiring that any should

perish, but that all should come to repentance.”



Society does not equate our present moral climate to the lack
of God in our lives. Following God’s word and the example
of Jesus Christ prospered our nation for two hundred years.
From a wilderness to the number one industrial nation had a
foundation built on the word of God and His principles. Of
course, nobody believes in these “fairy tales” today.
Abortions, Wokeness, Transgender, all of the alphabet
perversions and the abominations they represent are not
connected with disobedience to God’s laws. We have learned

nothing from history.

Daniel 9:8-11- “O Lord, confusion of face belongs to us, to
our kings, to our rulers, and to our fathers, because we have
sinned against You. To the LORD our God belong mercies

and forgiveness’s even though we have rebelled against Him.



Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God to
walk in His laws which He set before us by His servants the
prophets. Yea, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and
have turned aside, so that they might not obey Your voice.
Therefore the curse has been poured out upon us, and the
oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God,

because we have sinned against Him.”

Our nation could do an about face and turn away from the
coming destruction. It would not take an act of Congress or
billions of dollars to implement. It would only take a people
with willing hearts to turn away from the sinful existence we
have fostered and turn back to the moral base on which we

were founded, God and His Commandments.



2 Chronicles 7:14- “If My people, who are called by

My name, shall humble themselves and pray, and seek My
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their

land.”

We may even be blessed with leadership that knows how to

tell the truth. Lies will no longer be considered a virtue.

Jeremiah 3:12-15- “Go and cry these words toward

the north, and say, ‘Return, O backsliding Israel,” says the
LORD:; ‘and 1 will not cause My anger to fall on you; for I
am merciful,” says the LORD, ‘and I will not keep My anger
forever. Only acknowledge your iniquity, that you have
transgressed against the LORD your God and have scattered

your ways to strangers under every green tree, and you have



not obeyed My voice,” ” says the LORD. “Turn, O
backsliding children,” says the LORD; “for I am your
husband; and I will take you one from a city, and two from a
family, and I will bring you to Zion. And I will give you
shepherds according to My heart, who shall feed you with

knowledge and understanding.”

Our repentance would deter God’s wrath. He would yet
again display His mercy.

Jonah 3:9-10- “Who knows? God may repent, and He may
have pity and turn away from His fierce anger, so that we do
not perish.” And God saw their works, that they turned
from their evil way. And God repented of the evil that He

had said He would do to them, and He did not do it.



We may not be fortunate enough to see our nation repent
with the condition the church is in. Aside from worshipping
on the wrong day, so many have a watered-down theology
that they no longer have anything in common with the Bible.

God’s mercy is not upon them.

Romans 9:15-18- “For He said to Moses, “I will show mercy
to whomever I show mercy, and I will have compassion on
whomever I have compassion.” So then, it is not of the one
who wills, nor of the one who runs; rather, it is of God, Who
shows mercy. For the Scripture said to Pharaoh, “For this
very purpose I raised you up in order that I might show in
you My power, so that My name may be declared in all the
earth.” So then, He shows mercy to whom He will, and He

hardens whom He will.”



Revelation 22:11- “Let the one who is unrighteous be
unrighteous still; and let the one who is filthy be filthy still;
and let the one who is righteous be righteous still; and let the

one who is holy be holy still.”

We have been told from the beginning that God will show

His mercy to those that keep His Commandments.

Exodus 20:4-6- “You shall not make for yourselves any
graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in the
heavens above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in
the waters under the earth. You shall not bow yourself down
to them, nor serve them, for I, the LORD your God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the

children unto the third and fourth generation of those who



hate Me, But showing mercy to thousands of those who love

Me and keep My commandments.”

God has presented His mercies in so many ways. The
greatest of these mercies was to send His only Son to pay for
our sins. Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on the cross blotted out our

sins and transgressions.

Psalm 51:1- “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
Your lovingkindness; according to the greatness of Your

compassion, blot out my transgressions.”

Having our sins forgiven and a High Priest as our
intercessor, we can now come boldly before the throne of

God and seek grace and mercy in our times of need.



Hebrews 4:14-16- “Having therefore a great High

Priest, Who has passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, we should hold fast the confession of our faith. For we
do not have a high priest who cannot empathize with our
weaknesses, but One Who was tempted in all

things according to the likeness of our own temptations; yet
He was without sin. Therefore, we should come

with boldness to the throne of grace, so that we may receive

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

While we watch the world spiral out of control around us,
we have the strength and power through Jesus Christ to
endure. In serving Him, we receive His compassion and

mercy.



James 5:11- “Remember, we call those blessed who endure.
You have heard of the endurance of Job, and you have seen
the end result of serving the Lord: that the Lord is very

compassionate and full of tender mercies.”

Trusting in God, serving Him, and keeping His
commandments, we know our hope is well placed in Him. He

will keep His word and promises just as they are written.

Psalm 33:21-22- “For our heart shall rejoice in Him because
we have trusted in His holy name. Let Your lovingkindness,

O LORD, be upon us, according as we hope in You.”

In showing forgiveness and mercy to others, the world has
less of a hold on us. We can look ahead with confidence to

our destination.



Psalm 23:6- “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the

LORD forever.” Amen.
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