6Filling Shoes

This past week, I had the privilege of working every day for Robbie and his FL
Patriot Grading Company. A long week of physical labor but it did not kill me
although the heat index sure tried. Frank can also attest to the outdoor sauna we
enjoyed and gallons of sweat lost. Long days but the project was completed on

time and to precise specs.

The above photo was taken as I drove home following Robbie in his truck, pulling
one of his two track steers. It reminded me of when he was a toddler, I would come
home from SWAT training and he would put on my boots and walk around in
them. They were nearly as tall as he was. They were only a size ten but on a Three

year old they were huge.



The idiom of “filling someone’s shoes” means to take over someone’s role or
position. In most cases, it is usually for someone who has left a position or passed
away. As [ am not presently dead, this does not apply. As a parent, it can mean we

have higher expectations for our children than we placed on ourselves.

Proverbs 22:6- “Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he

will not depart from it.”

Children are the crops of humankind that must be cultivated from an early age.
They will live what they learn. It is by the grace of God our children turned out as
good as they did. Must young people today have two sets of parents (or more) and
gone are the days of one mom and one dad. If you grew up in one of these
households, you are a “baby boomer” or older. God has been removed from the
home and schools and society over all. We are now so sophisticated we no longer

need His wisdom or way of life.

But something must have been planted correctly, something has grown. It did not

come about without “tilling the soil” by trials and strife. The best lessons in life are



all too often the hardest ones we ever face. Adversity is a good teacher, especially

of God permits the storm to teach us what He wants us to know.

In speaking of God the Father and Jesus Christ, we will not be discussing the Holy
Spirt or “trinity” (which is not found in the Bible). God’s Holy Spirit is His power,
His essence, His will. We know this from our studies and throughout the New
Testament, greeting was made in the Name of God the Father and Jesus Christ.
This is another important reason we are to live by every word that proceeds out of
the Mouth of God. Knowing word meanings and applications will save us from

making wrong turns.

Genesis 1:2- “And the earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon

the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters”

John 15:26- “But when the Comforter has come, which I will send to you from the
Father, even the Spirit of the truth, which proceeds from the Father, that one shall

bear witness of Me.”



The father and son relationship reflect the oneness between God the Father and His
Son Jesus Christ. It is this relationship of unity we are to emulate. They were

together from the beginning.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9- “Hear, O Israel. Our one God is the LORD, the LORD And
you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. And these words which I command you this day shall be in
your heart. And you shall diligently teach them to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise up. And you shall bind them for a sign upon your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. And you shall write them upon

the posts of your house and on your gates.

John 1:1-4- “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through Him, and not even one thing that was created came into being without

Him. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.”

Oneness means to be joined, no longer separate, a singleness, a unity of thought,

feeling, belief, a uniqueness of identity, a union. Dictionary.com and the



Cambridge Dictionary actually have it listed as “oneness with God.” Perhaps they

have not gotten around to changing that yet.

John 17:11- “And I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I am
coming to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, those whom You have

given Me, so that they may be one, even as We are one.”

John 17:22- “And I have given them the glory that You gave to Me, in order that

they may be one, in the same way that We are one:”

We are one with Christ.

1 Corinthians 8:6- “Still, to us there is one God the Father, from Whom are all
things, and we are in Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom are all things, and

we are by Him.”

We share this oneness with God through Jesus Christ. We become part of the Body
of Christ at baptism. We become like minded. We surrender our will to His way of

life. We become a new creation and obey the will of God the Father.



We try and raise our children according to our will on what we believe. Essentially
teaching them what we learned from our parents. This is why most of us started out
in s Sunday church as this is what our parents were taught by their parents, and
their parents and so on. We have been blessed with receiving God’s Truth. Jesus

Himself, did nothing apart from the will of God the Father.

John 6:38-39- “For I did not come down from heaven to do My own will, but the
will of Him Who sent Me. And this is the will of the Father Who sent Me: that of
all whom He has given Me, I should not lose any, but should raise them up in the

last day.”

John 8:28-29- “Then Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of
man, then you yourselves shall know that I AM, and that I do nothing of Myself.
But as the Father taught Me, these things I speak. And He Who sent Me is with
Me. The Father has not left Me alone because I always do the things that please
Him.”

John 12:49- “For I have not spoken from Myself; but the Father, Who sent Me,

gave Me commandment Himself, what I should say and what I should speak.”



John 17:25-26- “ Righteous Father, the world has not known You; but I have
known You, and these have known that You did send Me. And I have made known
Your name to them, and will make it known; so that the love with which You have
loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”

Coming to know Jesus Christ and God’s word we grow in our relationship with
God the Father. With the infilling of God’s Holy Spirit, we know we are dwelling

in Him and He in us.

1 John 3:23-24- “And this is His commandment: that we believe on the name of
His Son Jesus Christ, and that we love one another, exactly as He gave
commandment to us. And the one who keeps His commandments is dwelling in
Him, and He in him; and by this we know that He is dwelling in us: by the Spirit

which He has given to us.”

1 John 4:23-24- “And this is His commandment: that we believe on the name of
His Son Jesus Christ, and that we love one another, exactly as He gave
commandment to us. And the one who keeps His commandments is dwelling in
Him, and He in him; and by this we know that He is dwelling in us: by the Spirit

which He has given to us.”



Keeping His Commandments and Holy Days opens our hearts and minds to live in

His love.

John 15:9-10- “As the Father has loved Me, I also have loved you; live in My
love. If you keep My commandments, you shall live in My love; just as I have kept

My Father’s commandments and live in His love.”

Living in His love provides the clarity and discernment for understanding spiritual

matters and scripture.

Matthew 11:25-27- “At that time Jesus answered and said, “I praise You, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise
and intelligent, and have revealed them to babes. Yes, Father, for it was well
pleasing in Your sight o do this. All things were delivered to Me by My Father;
and no one knows the Son except the Father; neither does anyone know the Father

except the Son, and the one to whom the Son personally chooses to reveal Him.”



Coming closer to God in our personal relationship fosters direction toward our
individual creation purpose. Fitting in the Body of Christ is essential as it is

training for our future roles in His coming Kingdom.

Romans 12:4-5- “For even as we have many members in one body, but all
members do not have the same function; Likewise, we, being many, are one body

in Christ, and each one members of one another.

Because of His sacrifice, all power of heaven and earth was given to Jesus Christ.

Matthew 28:18- “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority in

heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”

Philippians 2:8-11- “And being found in the manner of man, He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Therefore,
God has also highly exalted Him and bestowed upon Him a name which is above
every name; That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of beings in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, And every tongue should confess that Jesus

Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”



Jesus set the example for us to follow much like we try and set a good example for
our children to follow. Their character and direction are shaped by the influence
we have on them. Did we do a decent job? We can only do our best; the choices
they make will hopefully be the right ones. We always hope to see our children do
better than us. It is not a matter of pride or ego, but one of love. We want the best

for our children. So does God.

John 5:19-20- “Therefore, Jesus answered and said to them, “Truly, truly I say to
you, the Son has no power to do anything of Himself, but only what He sees the
Father do. For whatever He does, these things the Son also does in the same
manner. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him everything that He Himself
is doing. And He will show Him greater works than these, so that you may be

filled with wonder.”

John 14:6- “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one

comes to the Father except through Me.”

Wearing my boots as a toddler must have worn off a bit. When Robbie was twelve

years old, we used to attend SWAT Round-up. He was put to work as a judge for a



SWAT competition at an early age. It was not long after he graduated High School

that he became a full-time law enforcement officer and received many awards.

But wearing those boots of mine were to be outgrown as God has more things in
store for those who actively seek Him and His way of life. Much like being a cop,
a size ten would no longer fit his Sasquatch feet. God has other plans. God has

plans for all of us.

Our character and love we share reflect on our lives and what we will leave behind
for our children and family. The relationships we have with our kids are not all
perfect, but when we walk in oneness with God, He will fill the shoes with just the

right size.

Proverbs 17:6- “Children’s children are the crown of old men, and the glory of

children are their fathers.” Amen.
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