
Catalysts

What a busy week. Busy in an effective way in that I was able to 

work for a virtuous boss. Being retired, getting up and going to 

work is not an everyday event but, in this instance, it is most 

welcome. Long days tend to drain my batteries quicker than in my 

younger years. I actually fell asleep Friday night and decided I 

didn’t want to hit my head on the table as I did at Tabernacles. So, I 

set the alarm for 2 A.M. for a quick power nap and yes, it is now 

after 3 A.M. This could have turned into another “Sermon on a 

Napkin” and it may become one in part. 

The subject of “catalyst” is something I witnessed this week. To 

begin, a suitable definition for “catalyst” (from the Cambridge 

Dictionary) is; 



1. something that makes 

a chemical reaction happen more quickly without itself 

being changed

2. an event or person that causes great change

Since we are obviously not going to discuss chemistry, which no 

doubt is everyone’s favorite subject along with celestial mechanics, 

we will focus on the events or persons that cause great change. 

We are all here as a result of a catalyst of some kind in our lives 

whether it be a person or an event that changed the course of our 

lives. 

1 Corinthians 1:26-27- “For you see your calling, brethren, that 

there are not many who are wise according to the flesh, not many 

who are powerful, not many who are high-born among you. Rather, 

God has chosen the foolish things of the world, so that He might put 



to shame those who are wise; and God has chosen the weak things of

the world so that He might put to shame the strong things.

God can use anything He desires to get our attention, people, events,

or circumstances in our lives to alter our course in the right 

direction. As we continue, think about what things in your life, 

whether people or events that brought to a place of seeking God. 

What was your catalyst?

1 Corinthians 1:30-31- “But you are of Him in Christ Jesus, Who 

was made to us wisdom from God—even righteousness, and 

sanctification, and redemption; So that, as it is written, “The one 

who glories, let him glory in the Lord.”

God will use people to help grow us and make us more like Christ. 

They may not believe as we do, but somehow our paths cross and 

this person has an impact on our lives. It can either be a positive or 

negative example. We can learn from these people by the model they

set. Their outward personality will reflect some characteristic that 



we should emulate or conversely, we should change in ourselves. We

know that positive influences can emphasize “iron sharpening iron” 

(Proverbs 27:17). 

God’s timing is always perfect. These people of influence on our 

lives seem to show up just at the right moment to have God’s desired

impact on our direction. I am confident that we can all look back to 

some point in our lives and remember one or more people that came

into our lives that helped shape us into who we have become. 

Perhaps they had an excellent work ethic, demeanor, displayed 

empathy, or had a positive influence by their display of spiritual 

conduct. Their “fruits of the spirit” were clearly visible. 



Galatians 5:22-26- “ But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, Meekness, self-control; 

against such things there is no law. But those who are Christ’s have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and lusts. If we live by the Spirit,

we should also be walking by the Spirit. We should not become vain-

glorious, provoking one another and envying one another.”

As we mentioned, we have all come across the “bad example.” These

are the people who live their lives in such a way it sets the model of 

“what not to do” or “what not to be like.” How many times as a kid 

did you get into trouble because you were hanging around with the 

wrong crowd or wrong person? God’s church is no stranger to these

types of people either. 

Matthew 7:15-20- “But beware of false prophets who come to you in

sheep’s clothing, for within they are ravening wolves. You shall 

know them by their fruits. They do not gather grapes from thorns, 



or figs from thistles, do they? In the same way, every good tree 

produces good fruit, but a corrupt tree produces evil fruit. A good 

tree cannot produce evil fruit, nor can a corrupt tree produce good 

fruit. Every tree that is not producing good fruit is cut down and is 

cast into the fire. Therefore, you shall assuredly know them by their 

fruits.”

They may have an irritating personality, pessimistic attitude, the 

way they treat others, or bad attitude and outlook. A “know it all” 

or the “one upmanship” person who always has to top a story or has

an item better than someone else’s to elevate themselves. They like 

to be noticed by others. 

Matthew 23:5-9- “And they do all their works to be seen by men. 

They make broad their phylacteries and enlarge the borders of their

garments; And they love the first place at the suppers, and the chief 

seats in the synagogues, And the salutations in the marketplaces, 

and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’ But you are not to be called



Rabbi; for one is your Master, the Christ, and all of you are 

brethren. Also, do not call anyone on the earth your Father; for one 

is your Father, Who is in heaven.”

Unrecognized and unrepented pride is usually at the root. 

God will also use events and circumstances in our lives to bring 

about the catalyst changes we need for His purpose. It is obvious 

that trials and adversity are used frequently to teach us lessons we 

desperately need. Not all are devastating such as death, divorce but 

hardly any adversity could be viewed as “enjoyable.”

James 1:2-5- “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you are beset 

by various trials, Knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

endurance. But let endurance have its perfect work, so that you may

be perfect and complete, not lacking in anything. However, if 

anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, Who gives to everyone 



freely and does not reproach the one who asks; and it shall be given 

to him.”

 

1 Peter 1:6-7- “In this you yourselves greatly rejoice; though for the 

present, if it is necessary, you are in distress for a little while by 

various trials; In order that the proving of your faith, which is much

more precious than gold that perishes, though it is being tested by 

fire, may be found unto praise and honor and glory at the revelation

of Jesus Christ;”

Stuck in traffic when you are late for an appointment is a common 

way to emphasize patience. This is one of the least painful ways of 

daily lessons. Many people are not so fortunate and suffer life 

changes, debilitating injuries, or health problems. We are truly 

blessed if we are up walking on our own and have our five senses. So

many do not. 



God will use hardship to bring us into a place of total dependance 

upon Him. Periodic “checks” are necessary to our spiritual growth. 

Complacency has a way of creeping in when everything is running 

smooth. We often forget our total dependence on God and His 

Sovereignty. The key is to stay focused on Him at all times. If we 

genuinely love Him first, this is not difficult. What is the first thing 

people shout when calamity strikes? “OH God!” Realizing we 

desperately need Him for every breath we take, will avert us from 

sliding into a Laodicean mindset.

Isaiah 26:3-4- “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 

stayed on You; because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD 

forever; for God the LORD is the everlasting Rock,”

People, events, and circumstances are the catalysts that will yield the

true purpose of God’s intent and that is an inward change in our 



hearts. Our trials and sufferings will guide us into growing in the 

image of Christ. He suffered for perfection far greater than we have 

ever imagined. 

Hebrews 2:9-10- “But we see Jesus, Who was made a little lower 

than the angels, crowned with glory and honor on account of 

suffering the death, in order that by the grace of God He Himself 

might taste death for everyone; Because it was fitting for Him, 

for Whom all things were created, and by Whom all things exist, in 

bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Author of their 

salvation perfect through sufferings.”

True change will always come from the inside out. While many 

profess to doing God’s work, they are no more effective than a 

Band-Aid on a tumor. We can avoid many of the unnecessary trials 

we bring upon ourselves by submitting to God’s will and allowing 



His Holy Spirit to work within us. We do not want to end up on His 

“judgment side.”

Hebrews 10:31-32- “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

living God. But remember the earlier days when, after you were 

enlightened, you endured much conflict in your sufferings.”

We have discussed the catalysts that can bring about change in 

ourselves. What about our being a catalyst for someone else? Does 

God want to use us as a change agent for others? Yes! He is 

watching us and searching us out for His purpose while we are still 

here on earth. 

Ezekiel 34:11- “For thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I Myself will 

search for My sheep and seek them out.”



Psalm 14:2- “The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children

of men to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.”

Psalm 33:13-15- “The LORD looks down from heaven; He beholds 

all the sons of men. From His dwelling place He looks intently upon 

all the inhabitants of the earth. Together He fashions their 

hearts alike; He considers all their works.”

Job 28:24- “ For He looks to the end of the earth, and sees under the 

whole heavens;”

We have been called out from the world and set apart for His 

purpose. God knows if we are indeed serving others when the 

opportunity arises. 

Proverbs 3:27-28- “Do not withhold good from those to whom it is 

due, when it is in the power of your hand to do it. Do not say to your 



neighbor, “Go and come back again, and tomorrow I will give,” 

when you have it with you:”

James 2:15-17- “Now then, if there be a brother or sister who is 

naked and destitute of daily food, And one of you says to them, “Go 

in peace; be warmed and be filled,” and does not give to them the 

things necessary for the body, what good is it? In the same way also, 

faith, if it does not have works, is dead, by itself.”

You may have thought I forgot I mentioned at the beginning that I 

witnessed a catalyst this week. Witness I did. This is not a boast or a 

brag, but yet an example set to follow. Just to keep it brief, Rob 

hired a man to work with us this past week, Corey, who is down and

out. His wife of thirty-five years left him and essentially cleaned him 

out. Being in his fifties, heartbroken, and starting over is difficult at 

best. The guy did not have money, his transportation needed brakes 

and so on. The “catalyst” was told to me by the man in question 

when I gave him a ride home one day. 



He explained to me that no one in his life had ever showed him the 

kindness displayed by this young man. He was given pay in advance 

and helped financially with getting his truck fixed. Understand, the 

man was weeping when he told me this. I never met the man until 

the day before. He also said that this young man laid hands on him 

and prayed for him and he felt something shoot through him. He did

not preach to him but made him feel he was not alone. He witnessed 

a true example of a genuine Christian. I do not think I could have 

smiled any bigger, but I know God did. It turns out, that Corey was 

on track to being a youth pastor in his younger years and fell away 

from God. Whether he comes back and repents is up to him, but 

God had a catalyst in Robbie this week and His light so shined! 

1 Corinthians 10:31-33- “Therefore, whether you eat, or you drink, 

or you do anything, do all things to the glory of God. Be without 

offense to both Jews and Greeks, and to the church of God; 

According as I also seek to please everyone in all things, not seeking 



my own profit, but the profit of many, in order that they may be 

saved.”

The closer we grow to God, the more of His Spirit He will impart to 

us. Having a ready answer and being prepared to demonstrate our 

faith goes beyond Sabbath fellowship. We must love and seek God 

with all of our hearts. Being a catalyst for positive change for 

someone in need without seeking glory for ourselves is to truly know

the will of God. Amen. 
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