One Thing Leads to Another

I’m quite sure we’ve all heard the phrase “One thing leads to Another’ and have

probably used it ourselves countless times in our conversations. The phrase itself is

an idiom, which the On-line Dictionary defines as: a noun- A group of words
established by usage as having a meaning not deducible from those individual

words (e.g., rain cats and dogs, see the light, etc.).

The Free Dictionary defines the phrase itself as; One action has triggered others,
especially those that are unplanned or unforeseen. An example would be, “You
know how it is, you go to touch up the paint in one room of the house, then one

thing leads to another, and you end up painting the whole house.” There was even

a popular song back in 1983 by the Fixx called “One Thing Leads to Another.” A
somewhat catchy tune with a chorus that kind of sticks in your head. Not quite as
much as The Three Stooges 1938 “Swinging the Alphabet.” (You know B-A Bay,

B-E Bee...I know Chauncey will be singing this for a while...)

The principle of this phrase is my focus and came to mind while reading the Bible,
specifically in 2 Peter 1:3-11- “According as His divine power has given to us all
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him Who called

us by His own glory and virtue; Through which He has given to us the greatest



and most precious promises, that through these you may become partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. And

for this very reason also, having applied all diligence besides, add to your faith,

virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; And to knowledge, self-control; and to self-
control, endurance; and to endurance, godliness; And to godliness, brotherly love;
and to brotherly love, the love of God. For if these things exist and abound in you,
they will cause you to be neither lacking effort nor lacking fruit in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. But the one in whom these things are not present is
spiritually blind—so shortsighted that he has forgotten that he was purified from
his old sins. For this reason, brethren, be even more diligent to make your calling
and election sure; because if you are doing these things, you will never fall at any
time. For in this way, you will be richly granted an entrance into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.” (AFV)

I find it interesting that God ties all the growth yielding Fruits of the Spirit together
in building blocks that “one thing leads to another.” Now these steps do not
necessarily have to occur in consecutive order as listed. We also may find it to be

extremely difficult to build upon one without the other.

Another example of this can be found in Galatians 5:3-5- “And not only this, but
we also boast in tribulations, realizing that tribulation brings forth endurance, and

endurance brings forth character, and character brings forth hope. And the hope of



God never makes us ashamed because the love of God has been poured out into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, which has been given to us.” (Gal. 5:22-23)

(AFV)

In looking at faith we know that faith is the substance of things hoped for and the
conviction of things not seen (Heb. 11:1). We step out in faith at the beginning of
our walk toward God’s Kingdom and living His way of life. We put our faith in
His Son, believing He died for our sins and was risen from the dead to become the
First of the Firstfruits (1 Cor. 15:20). We are called and baptized into one faith

(Eph. 4:5). We learn to walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7).

How do we add virtue to our faith? Virtue is behavior showing high moral
standards. This is reflected in our outward conduct. Not just pretending on a

Sabbath but as behavior in our every day lives.

To virtue we add knowledge. We add knowledge by reading and studying the

Word of God (Psa. 119:66, Prov. 1:7, 2:1-6, 8:10, 1 Tim. 4:13, Rev. 1:3).

To knowledge we add self-control. This is a tough one to reign in. Especially our
tongue (Prov. 10:20, 31, 15:4, 18:21, Rom. 3:13, James 1:26, 3:8) and the words
we let fly (1 Cor. 15:33, Eph. 4:29, 2 Tim. 2:16, 4:17). We must surrender our
very thoughts and put them under subjection to the Holy Spirit (Psa. 139:23, Pro.

16:3, Heb. 4:12).



Our faith will be tried and tested from time to time but this leads to endurance
(Endurance and its synonyms, forbearance and self-control are on the list). (James
1:3, Rom. 5:3, 15:4) We can learn endurance in doing the will of God (Heb.
10:36) and run the race that is set before us (Heb. 12:1-2). The rewards will be

waiting for us at the finish line (Luke 21:17-19).

To endurance we add godliness. Godliness will be produced by practicing virtue
(and the other Christ-like characteristics) and avoiding sin (Rom. 8:29, 13:14, 1
Cor. 15:49, Col. 3:10, Gal. 3:27). It is our ultimate goal to be transformed into the

image of Jesus.

To godliness we add brotherly love. Romans 12:10 — “Be kindly affectioned
toward one another in brotherly love. Let each esteem the other more highly than

himself.” (1 Thess. 4:9, Heb. 13:1-2).

To brotherly love we add the love of God. The love of God. Sometimes its
overwhelming to even think of God’s love for us. God is love (1 John 4:4-21,
John 3:16, 1 John 3:1, 16). What does God require of us for all of His love?
(Deut. 10:12, 30: 6, 20, Joshua 22:5, Eph. 3:19, 2 Thess. 3:5, Titus 3:4-5, 1
John 5:2-3, Jude 21). Jesus told us the greatest Commandment in Matthew 22:37
— “And Jesus said to him, “you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

with all your soul, with all your mind.”



We have been given life, tremendous gifts and blessings and hope for the future in
a world gone mad. Understanding each of the qualities recorded will emphasize
how one thing can lead to another if we put them into practice in our daily lives.
One thing is for certain, obedience to God’s Commandments, bearing good fruit
and growing in the image of our Savior Jesus Christ will lead us to the fulfillment

of God’s promises and eternal life in His Kingdom.
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