Cut and Paste Christianity- Part 10

The Lord’s Day

I may have told a story of a conversation I had a few years back with a local pastor
in the parking lot of a Pentecostal Church here in Naples. Our idle conversation on
church security turned into a discussion on Sabbath vs. Sunday worship. It is
amazing when you share God’s Word with so called “learned Bible Scholars” as
they lose interest in continuing the conversation. His best justification was, “oh we_
choose to worship the Lord on the Lord’s Day.” He soon departed and that was the

last contact I have had with him.

Missing the mark, as we all know, comes from not reading God’s Word in its
entirety. Maybe, he just has not been called at this time but a willing refusal to look
at what the Word of God actually says will be a discussion he may have when he
meets our Lord Jesus Christ, Face to face. Greater is the judgment on those who
teach.

James 3:1- “My brethren, do not many of you become teachers, knowing that we

will receive more severe judgment;”



According to their doctrines and traditions, Sunday is the Lord’s Day and their
man-made sabbath. How did they come to this conclusion when the Bible clearly

states that the seventh day Sabbath was established by God at Creation and has

never been changed or altered in any way by God Himself? “Oh it is a Jewish
tradition...”, hardly, creation was roughly 2200 years before there was a Jew
walking on the earth. Jews were established through the tribes of Benjamin and
Judah, who were descendants of Jacob. No, not even Abraham, whom God
established the First Covenant with, was Jewish. (He was Chaldean).

There may be two wrong turns in how these folks miss interpret Sunday as the

Sabbath or as they call it, “The Lord’s Day.”

There are a few scriptures most people twist and edit and cause them to believe
that the resurrection was at sunrise on Sunday morning. If we pay attention, and
know God’s time from our studies, they become crystal clear. They do not support
a Sunday resurrection. The misconception of Sunday worship stems from the belief
that Christ rose from the dead on a Sunday. Christians moved their day of worship

to Sunday because Christ had risen from the grave on the first day of the week.

The first one we will examine, is the Sunday Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Beginning in Matthew 28:1-6- “Now late on the Sabbath, as the first day of the




weeks (see explanation) was drawing near, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary

came to observe the sepulcher. And in the morning suddenly there was a great
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled
away the stone from the door, and sat upon it. Now his appearance was as
lightning, and his raiment white as snow. And for fear of him, those who were
keeping guard trembled, and became as dead men. But the angel answered and said
to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are seeking Jesus, Who was
crucified. He is not here; for He has risen, as He said. Come, see the place where
the Lord Himself was lying.”

I think it is important to include the explanation provided in A Faithful Version as
is clarifies the time line.

Explanation: This literal translation of the Greek words po. caffatov or puo
TV caffatev shows that the day which followed the weekly Sabbath was the
first day of the seven-week count to Pentecost, thus identifying this day as the
Wave Sheaf Day (Lev. 23:10-11, 15-16). The ascension of Jesus Christ on that day
fulfilled the offering of the wave sheaf for all time.

The first day of the “weeks” is not the same as the “first day of the week.” This 1s
also quoted in Mark 16:2- “And very early on the first day of the weeks, at the

rising of the sun, they were coming to the tomb;”



The first day of “weeks” is also mentioned in Luke 24:6- “Now on the first day of
the weeks, they came to the tomb at early dawn, bringing the spices that they had
prepared; and certain others came with them.” The same explanation is provided
for both of these verses as well. It is easy to misinterpret scripture if one or two
words are missed or overlooked. We discussed this last week in “ands, ifs and
buts.”

If we focus on the biblical time line for the change of night and day and the
beginning and end of a day, they do not match up with what is taught in Sunday
churches or how we currently measure our days.

Genesis 1:5- “And God called the light day, and He called the darkness night. And
the evening and the morning were day one.” We also know Satan changed the way
days are measured from Daniel 7:25- “And he shall speak words against the Most
High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to change the set
times and the laws. And they shall be given into his hand until a time and times

and one-half time.”

To further support Christ was not resurrected on a Sunday, we must look at when
Jesus Christ was crucified. By His own words he said He would be in “the heart of

the earth for three days and three nights.”



Matthew 12:38-40- “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying,
“Master, we desire to see a sign from You.” And He answered and said to them,
“A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, but no sign shall be given
to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet. For just as Jonah was in the belly of the
whale three days and three nights, in like manner the Son of man shall be in the
heart of the earth three days and three nights.” (Jonah 1:17)

We know that three days and three nights equates to 72 hours. Christ was the
Passover Lamb and was crucified on the 14™ day of Abib (Passover- Leviticus

23:5, Numbers 9:1-5).

Matthew 27:45-50- “Now from the sixth hour until zhe ninth hour, darkness was
over all the land. And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out with a loud voice,
saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” That is, “My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?” And some of those who were standing there heard and said, “This
one 1is calling for Elijah.” And immediately one of them ran and, taking a sponge,
filled it with vinegar and put it on a stick, and gave it to Him to drink. But the rest
said, “Let Him alone! Let us see if Elijah comes to save Him.” Then another took
a spear and thrust it into His side, and out came water and blood. And after crying

out again with a loud voice, Jesus yielded up His spirit.”



We know Christ was buried late Wednesday afternoon. If we count 72 hours (3 full
days), the Resurrection took place at the same time three days later. He rose on the
Sabbath! The Sabbath Day ended at sunset. This would have been late Saturday
afternoon, not Sunday morning. Understand that the Sabbath was never a Sunday
in God’s Word and will never be. As Jesus did not rise on Sunday, calling it “the

Lord’s Day” is rendered moot.

Sunday worship ties in with the celebration of Easter. Sunday worship was already
in place as another pagan compromise instituted by man’s own doing without any
scriptural authority. We will not beleaguer the topic of Easter as it is as scriptural
as Christmas and makes even less sense with eggs, rabbits and chocolate compared

to a fat guy in a red elf suit.

When Constantine became emperor and Christianity was no longer illegal, it was
possible to consider more carefully the date of Easter. One of the purposes of the
Council of Nicea in 325 was to settle that date. Initially Easter was celebrated on a

Sunday as close to Passover as it could be.

Constantine did not want Easter to be celebrated on the Jewish Passover. He said it
was a Christian "duty to have nothing in common with the murderers of our Lord.”
He must have forgotten that the Roman’s and the Jews were involved. He also

forgot that Christ forgave them all from the cross.



Another misconception on “the Lord’s Day” comes from twisting Revelation
1:10- “I was in the Spirit on the day of the Lord; and I heard a loud voice like a
trumpet behind me,” What is John writing about in this scripture? He is foretelling
of the coming tribulation and judgment to be passed upon the earth. There are
numerous Old Testament scriptures that refer to the “Day of the Lord.” The “Day

of the Lord” in this context is one of woe, wrath, and judgment.

Isaiah 2:12- “For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every proud and
haughty one, and upon every exalted one; and they shall be brought low,”

Isaiah 13:6-13- “Howl! For the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a
destruction from the Almighty. Therefore, all hands shall be faint, and every man’s
heart shall melt;” And they shall be afraid. Pangs and sorrows shall take hold of
them. They shall be in pain /ike a woman who travails. They shall be amazed at
one another, their faces are /ike blazing fire. Behold, the day of the LORD

comes, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to make the earth a desolation; and
He shall destroy the sinners out of it, For the stars of the heavens and

their constellations shall not give light; the sun shall be darkened in its going forth,
and the moon shall not reflect its light. “And I will punish the world for their evil,
and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to

cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the tyrants. [ will make man more scarce



than gold; even man more than the fine gold of Ophir. Therefore, I will shake the
heavens, and the earth shall move out of its place, in the wrath of the LORD of

hosts, and in the day of His fierce anger.”

Zephaniah 1:14-18 “The great day of the LORD is near; it is near and comes
swiftly, the sound of the day of the LORD. The mighty man shall cry bitterly there.
That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of ruin and
devastation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,
A day of the ram’s horn and alarm against the fortified cities, and against the high
towers. “And I will bring distress on men, so that they shall walk as the blind
because they have sinned against the LORD. And their blood shall be poured out
as dust, and their flesh as dung.” Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to
deliver them in the day of the LORD’S wrath; but the whole earth shall be
devoured by the fire of His jealousy, for He shall make even a full end, yea, a
terrible end of all who dwell upon the earth.”

Jeremiah 46:10- “For this is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a day of
vengeance, that He may avenge Himself of His foes. And the sword shall devour,
and it shall be filled and made drunk with their blood, for the Lord GOD of hosts

has a sacrifice in the north country by the river Euphrates.”



Wrath and destruction hardly encourage a day of worship. The following listed
scriptures further support the coming wrath and destruction: Lamentations, 2:22,
Ezekiel 7:19, 13:5, 30:2-3, Joel 1:15, 2:1,11,31, Obadiah1:15, Malachi 4:1, Acts
2:20.

This may be a twist on their Sunday worship, Amos 5:18- “Woe to those desiring
the day of the LORD! What is this for you? The day of the LORD is darkness and
not light;” But this scripture, like most of the Old Testament has been discarded.
Amos 5:20- “Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness and not light? Even very
dark, and no brightness in it?”

“The Lord’s Day” or “the Day of the Lord” is neither a Saturday or a Sunday, at
least with respect to being held in a biblically commanded observance. There is no
such thing in scripture that God tells us to observe other than His Commandments
and His specified Sabbaths and Holy Days. Calling the Day of the Lord is a
religious teaching of man, not a Bible teaching from God.

Mark 7:13- “Nullifying the authority of the Word of God by your tradition which

you have passed down; and you practice many traditions such as this.”

God does forewarn us of the coming Day of the Lord. To this we will pay attention
and we will prepare and be ready for we do not know what day or when it will

come.



2 Peter 3:10-18- “However, the day of the Lord shall come as a thief in the night
in which the heaven itself shall disappear with a mighty roar, and the elements
shall pass away, burning with intense heat, and the earth and the works in it shall
be burned up. Since all these things are going to be destroyed, what kind of
persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, Looking forward to and
striving for the coming of the day of God, during which the heavens, being on fire,
shall be destroyed, and the elements, burning with intense heat, shall melt? But
according to His promise, we look forward to a new heaven and a new earth, in
which righteousness dwells. For this reason, beloved, since you are anticipating
these things, be diligent, so that you may be found by Him in peace, spotless and
blameless. And bear in mind that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation, exactly
as our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has also
written to you; As he has also in all his epistles, speaking in them concerning these
things; in which are some things that are difficult to understand, which the ignorant
and unstable are twisting and distorting, as they also twist and distort the rest of the
Scriptures, to their own destruction. Therefore, beloved, since you know this in
advance, be on guard against such practices, lest you be led astray with the error of
the lawless ones, and you fall from your own steadfastness; Rather, be growing in
the grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be glory

both now and into the day of eternity. Amen.”



Heavenly Father, we praise You and give thanks for the revelation of Your truth,
the gift and sacrifice of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. We look forward to
renewing our covenant with You this coming Passover and the celebrations of
Your annual Holy Days and to the return of our Lord Jesus Christ and the

establishment of Your Kingdom on this Earth. Amen.
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