Are You Really Surprised?

Wars and rumors of wars. Nations rising up against nations. Famines,
earthquakes in diverse places. False profits, false teachers, abominations,
climate change, lies on top of lies, churches disintegrating from within.
Blending of Christianity, Islam, and Judaism. Just look around, these things

are occurring daily. But is this really news? Is it truly unexpected?

Matthew 24:3-51- “And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, His disciples
came to Him alone, saying, “Tell us, when shall these things be? And what
shall be the sign of Your coming, and of the completion of the age?” Then

Jesus answered and said to them, “Be on guard, so that no one deceives you.

For many shall come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ’; and they shall

deceive many. And you shall hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you do

not let these things disturb you. For it is necessary that all these things take

place, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; and there shall be famines and pestilences and earthquakes
in different places. Now all these things are the beginning of sorrows. Then
shall they deliver you up to affliction, and shall kill you; and you shall be
hated by all nations for My name’s sake. And then shall many be led into sin,

and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another; And many false



prophets shall arise, and shall deceive many; And because lawlessness shall be

multiplied, the love of many shall grow cold. But the one who endures to the

end, that one shall be saved.”

Matthew 24:21-25- “For then shall there be great tribulation, such as has not
been from the beginning of the world until this time, nor ever shall be again.
And if those days were not limited, there would no flesh be saved; but for the
elect’s sake those days shall be limited. Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold,
here is the Christ,’ or, ‘He is there,” do not believe it. For there shall arise false
Christs and false prophets, and they shall present great signs and wonders, in

order to deceive, if possible, even the elect. Behold, I have foretold it to you.”

Mark 13:22-23- “For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and

they shall give signs and wonders, in order to deceive, if possible, even the

elect. But you, watch out for them! Behold, I have foretold all these things to

you.”

These things were foretold long before radio, television, the internet was ever
thought of. The only surprise is not knowing when He will return, but we

know He said He was.



Matthew 24:35-36- “The heaven and the earth shall pass away, but My words
shall never pass away. But concerning that day, and the hour, no one knows,

not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.”

This is NO Surprise!

Look at the abominations that are rampant within our own nation. Flagrantly
spitting in the Face of God with their perversions; homosexuality, gay
marriage, sex with children, gender reassignment, abortions, transvestites,

just to name a few.

Leviticus 20:13- “If a man also lies with mankind, as he lies with a woman,
both of them have committed an abomination. They shall surely be put to

death. Their blood shall be upon them.”

Deuteronomy 22:5- “Anything that pertains to a man shall not be worn by a
woman, neither shall a man put a woman’s garment on. For all that do so are
abominable to the LORD your God.” Alphabet perverts are not only in your
face on TV but are occupying Government positions! We are a modern-day
Sodom and Gomorrah and we know from scripture, it didn’t work out too

well for them either.



It seems they try to outdo themselves by introducing new perversions worse
than the previous. A contest of outrageous sins. The list seems to be endless.
Everything is centered around the self. “It’s okay if I think it’s right.”
Suddenly the righteous are wrong!

Isaiah 5:20-23- “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil; who put
darkness for light and light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet and sweet

for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their

own sight! Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength
to mingle strong drink: Who justify the wicked for a bribe, and take away the

righteousness of the righteous from him!”

2 Timothy 3:1-17- “Know this also, that in the last days perilous times shall

come; For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, braggarts, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural

affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, despisers of

those who are good, Betrayers, reckless, egotistical, lovers of pleasure rather

than lovers of God; Having an outward appearance of godliness, but denying

the power of true godliness. But as for you, turn away from all these. For from

men such as these come those who are worming their way into houses, and are



gaining control over empty-headed gullible women given over to various sins,

being driven by all kinds of lust. They are always learning but are never able

to come to the knowledge of the truth. Now just as Jannes and Jambres

stood against Moses, in the same manner also these are brazenly standing

against the truth; they are men of depraved minds, reprobate in respect to the
faith. But they will proceed no further, because their folly will become clearly
evident to everyone, just as theirs also was. But you have closely followed

my doctrine, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, Persecutions
and sufferings—such as happened to me in Antioch, in Iconium, and in
Lystra. You know what sort of persecutions I endured; and the Lord

delivered me out of them all. And indeed, everyone who desires to live godly in

Christ Jesus shall be persecuted. But wicked men and imposters shall become

worse and worse, deceiving others and being deceived themselves. But as for

you, continue in the things that you did learn and were assured of, knowing
from whom you have learned them; And that from a child you have known
the Holy Writings, which are able to make you wise unto salvation

through faith, which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is

profitable for doctrine, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness; So that the man of God may be complete, fully equipped for every

good work.”



What we face in our society should motivate us to new and more in-depth
Bible study and seeking a closer relationship with Our Creator. It should also
be evidence that scripture is coming to fruition. Satan is on borrowed time
and will seek the weak or stragglers from among us. Again, no surprise.

1 Peter 5:8- "Be sober! Be vigilant! For your adversary the devil is prowling

about as a roaring lion, seeking anyone he may devour."

As shepherds and a family of God, we must watch out for each other.
Hebrews 10:23-25- ""Let us hold fast without wavering 7o the hope that we
profess, for He Who promised is faithful; And let us be concerned about one
another, and be stirring up one another unto love and good works; Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, even as

some are accustomed to do; but rather, encouraging one another, and

all the more as you see the day drawing near."

It is more difficult for a lion to hunt its prey when the herd is close together.

Now more than ever, we must listen and DO what God’s Word says to do.

Hebrews 2:1-3- "For this reason, it is imperative that we give much greater

attention to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should slip



away. For if the word spoken by angels was enforced without fail, and every
transgression and disobedience received just recompense, How shall we
escape, if we have neglected so great a salvation; which was first received
when it was spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who

heard Him;"

With all the turmoil going on, Satan is no longer targeting Sunday churches.
Why Waste time? They are already deceived. He is bringing all guns to bear
on those who are walking in God's Truth and keeping His Sabbaths and Holy

Days and all His Commandments.

For those who teach or desire to teach, be cautious and be aware. There are
consequences for deviating from God’s Word, any of it, or by setting a poor

example.

Galatians 1:8-9- “But if we, or even an angel from heaven, should preach a
gospel to you that is contrary to what we have preached, LET HIM BE
ACCURSED! As we have said before, I also now say again. If anyone is
preaching a gospel contrary to what you have received, LET HIM BE

ACCURSED!”



God makes it clear that He will hold those who teach accountable. Leading

someone astray or causing them to stumble has penalties.

Matthew 18:6-7- “But whoever shall cause one of these little ones who believe
in Me to offend, it would be better for him that a millstone be hung around his
neck and he be sunk in the depths of the sea. Woe to the world because of
offenses! For it is necessary that offenses come, yet woe to that man by whom

the offense comes!” A millstone necklace is jewelry we can do without.

James 3:1- “My brethren, do not many of you become teachers, knowing that
we will receive more severe judgment;” We are cautioned before we step into
the role of teacher.

We are to live our lives as the example Jesus Christ set for us to follow. As a
shepherd, difficult as it is, we cannot allow ourselves to be ruled or react by
our own thoughts or opinions unless we are following the Word of God and
example of Jesus Christ. Doing things out of the flesh will not result in

righteous outcomes.



2 Corinthians 5:20. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ; and God, as it
were, is exhorting you through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, “Be

reconciled to God.”

Acts 20:28-31- “Take heed therefore to yourselves and to all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to feed the church of God,
which He purchased with His own blood. For I know this: that after my

departure grievous wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; And

from among your own selves men will rise up speaking perverse things to draw

away disciples after themselves. Watch, therefore, remembering that for three

years I ceased not to admonish each one night and day with tears.”
We must feed the flock the undefiled Word of God and not what we think it is

or what “it should be.” We are tasked to dissect God’s Word, line by line and

precept by precept. Both Old and New Testaments, Genesis to Revelation.
Missing a single word can cause one to become fixated on a concept that is not
the complete truth and down the wrong trail they go. Missing the mark

completely.

2 Peter 1:20-21- “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture originated

as anyone’s own private interpretation; Because prophecy was not brought at




any time by human will, but the holy men of God spoke as they were moved by

the Holy Spirit.”

God has not appointed any prophets for quite a few centuries now and He
does not need any “proof readers.” So, you won’t find any help wanted ads

anywhere. Again, His instructions are quite clear.

Revelation 22:18-19- “For I jointly testify to everyone who hears the words of
the prophecy of this book, that if anyone adds to these things, God shall add to
him the plagues that are written in this book. And if anyone takes away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from zhe
book of life, and from the holy city, and from the things that are written in

this book.”

The world as we can plainly see is so far removed from God and His way of
life, Satan no longer must waste his time on deceiving so-called Christians. He
can afford to bring all guns to bear upon those who are DOING AND
FOLLOWING God’s Commandments and keeping His Sabbaths and Holy
Days. Those who are striving to take the Kingdom of God by force. Those who
are standing firm on the Rock of Jesus Christ and His Gospel. Those who are

in God’s true Church.



These are the ones the enemy will target with every deception he can muster.
Pride, spiritual blindness and thoughts of having a better way than what we
have been taught. Jesus Christ is THE Way, the only Way.

John 14:6- “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father except through Me.”

So, if we intentionally depart from God’s Word and from following His
instructions with our “own way”, the train wreck ahead will not be a surprise.
He will give us ample opportunity through trials and storms to get back on
track, but we are the engineers driving the runaway train and the ultimate

decision belongs to us and us alone.

In reality, the only surprise that will certainly astonish us is the sound of the
seventh trump and our Savior’s return. Even this isn’t truly a surprise
because He told us He’s coming back for us. All the events that have taken
place since His resurrection and our time have been told to us beforehand. We
have been warned of what was and is to come. We have been told to “watch.”
We are to be aware of current events but even more important we are told to
“watch.” Watch our spiritual conditions and be ready for the greatest
surprise those living will ever experience! Watch that our spiritual conditions

are in perfect alignment with God’s Word and His Will. Satan is working



overtime with all his minions, targeting God’s elect. We will not be deceived if

we DO what He tells us to do in His Word.

Matthew 24:30-31- “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in
heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the
Son of man coming upon the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet; and they shall

gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the

other.”

Even this will be no surprise, but the long-awaited fulfilling of God’s loving

promise. Amen.
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