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The NinthrCommandment

You shall not'bear false witness against your_neighbor

(Exodus=20:16! cDeuteronomy:5:20)

[nnthet 1h€)'s 1915 0vdssa wiedve reeicswa SV @llewe ekl 'y ser i
Swprerermam Intrddheioni stated, ordpwe, t'suommsitvatbed, 1np
sttralnidrsirufhojnstide muctthe, Amprucsntviae. e Waalhmd: asth e Amer |
something @lengthe journey, l<hink. Truth. and justice-do. not
seemtoche therAm merrcincvan orwayyotherrcovatmys wat, hhetmatc ou n t
matter. It would seem, 0.é ,hetrhbentamer elmts cslerippent who
Devil and Satan; whoio 's ccdeve e inviwinlg warlh eis budiyoat:te wor | d:
work<. (Revelation12:9)

The wordd truth” appears:inithe Bibleomoredhan 200 times; and
theewordc honor- appears:-170 times; <, dependingcon the translation!
God seems:ao have puba lot obemphasision truth” and honorr.

What exactlylis, bearing false-witness? oA f alrsewwi t ness
sopealkssant heensip coasnidcohlemawh orefsrow ¢$Proderbssc or d  an
6:19).). 0'H e/howhcaiks siplecackvs forthrantehusrsh ows iaofsfcor t h ori
wintsnesss! . PeverdsdR17h/ ). o/Acifia vt wilnowd bbness wi

a lofcadiisces wwipton ecs. 's(Proverbs 114:53-8oc afddseWiiness <6



can be-saiddo bea deceit o ful lian A person:who lies!or<deceives
others:

Today/wedlie as:a way of life./\We tryto establish:a
Accco/scndfib’ened tetalong wihkiicsb Tife deg alfislahcgadetws ay t hi s
ccaung h t lid, mhaawill i st mwhVatt iyl bl iitt" cost me?
Businesses-routinely:distort or deceive customers-with false
product claims- and misrepresenting theproduct-andthemselves:
We liezonrjolo applications, on, oun taxes . We:go'ta courtior enter
intocontractsiandnc swear we are-truthfull Politicians die;: lawyers
lie, bankers,-business associates; friends;-the-ist/canigo onrto
includé-all phases-andrmembers> of our'society. We evenhhave
degrees-of lyingto make-us:feel better.-White lie s, little white
lies,, fibbing,-fudging things, putting someone ono Andoa new
favaritedn gavernmentand industry; plausible:deniability-Many
thinkiitiisieasier to lie than to:livecthe/way God-wants:us/to. They

feel el Gaodid 0 waryssivesso thowialko ppinasdsvi@wa yo anhde
become-slaves:totsin:in. 0VWh oxcleoxe-h an goed>! tohlér iteriimt h o f
and they worshiped-and served the createdthing mor e thanthe
OnceVhWh ©redics, WCr ecactsoornio WhioesiAsicrb’'l(Romae d 1 nt o
18:25).

What does that:sayaboutwus? We have come to expectit.
Unfortunately, we/have-also:cometo accept it. Why [do/we accept
Ittt 2w Howe fdliow weplefvorbsk owthpe@opds eo swhiosre fitr ut

environment or situation?How-can they be trusted or defended?

Jethro, Moses fathencr-in-law;, advised him to delegat e some-ob his
duties:taothers to lighten hisresponsibilities sotheswould-have

more emd tb meGot owodo 0" Gou dwid viwlocn kwcry dobttyyouw e ar  a w
and this:people that are withyouy for this thing'is too:burdensome for

you.. Youware not:able to performvit-alone.-And you shall choose out

of all'the-people 'able_-men;ssuch as fear'God; men of truth,; hating



covetousness: Andplace them-overthe p eople tocbe leaders-of
thousands; anddeaders of hundreds; and leaders of fifties, ‘and
lcecard e ress . (Ekadis-@8118, 219, Theyknew the:anly \way:to
juats/ tulleyunaeudboe arulnndter s KGodhmamdithroumh Gold s ki ng
They wanted truthfuh and-honest men. Men with integrity. lL.ook
hcoowarfva've cwec6 ve ¢ ome!

We must strive for'aisystemiwhere truth, honor, integrity iand

above-all|/faithiin thetword of Godlabounds!dt should be'the: rule;
not theexceptionon. Jesus, whosecharacter is ajperfect example iof
the character-of G (-od the-Father;, told'Hi s diisciples:, 0! by avmwaly, h e

and the-truth, and the'life; No 'one_.comes to-the Fatherexcept
thhovco uw' g h(Jokheld:©). Whenaskedhy!Pontius Pilate-if He
were: truly,aking Jesus responded, 0/A SOU Yoo, uciscakys, I am a
purpose-| was born; and for this reasond cameiinto the world; that |
may, bear witness:to' the truth. ' Everyone who'is of the truth‘hears:my
vco_i- € (ohm18:37).
For those:who desire to have:a/personalrelationship withhthe
FatherrithroughjHis'Son, Jesus-Christ, you, must acceptitheWord
of God/andcsurrender yourself to its truth. Ephesians 1:13 states,
ol \nhoWhooomsoyrosuec allesheantar fluesatoe’ df Hlaefrvile e hear i ng
gospel of your salvation; in Whombalso, after believing, you were
scelad veld hawtoty bpritcheordHel 'y Spirit of promi se.
Changing-our.ways\is notreasy..Jesus-is.ourexamplesthough.

remained pure, sinless, He was the p erfect sacrifice. Because of

the law of sin and death Jesus had to be made mortal to be able

to die for our sins. He resisted Satan right to the end. oFor to thi
you were called because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an

example, that you should follow in His footsteps Who committed no

sin, neither was guile found in His mouth; Who, when He was reviled,



