
First Century Fellowship 

Lesson:    Reformation, Rapture, & Resurrection – Part 1 

 

Summarized Content: 

Review:  Pentecost is the beginning of the Christian church as defined by God after the example 

of Jesus Christ. 

The early church flourished for several hundred years with followers keeping Sabbath and Holy 

Days.  The Catholic Church, then, began to control an understanding of God over time and 

created a lot of man-made traditions not founded on God’s Word. 

The invention of the printing press allowed people in Europe to have the Word of God in their 

hands and in their own languages.  As people began reading God’s Word, they realized the lies 

and crookedness of the church.  A reformation began as people started reading God’s Word 

and keep His Sabbath and Holy Days. 

Leaders of the reformation, Martin Luther & Calvin, nailed the 95 Theses on the door of the 

Catholic Church and wanted to worship differently, according to God’s Word.  However, as they  

began to gain momentum in this movement, many of the reformation leaders caved to the 

Catholic Church’s change of the Sabbath to Sunday, as well as the celebration of traditional 

holidays not of God (Christmas and Easter).  

Understanding this history helps to understand where and how many of the fallacies of the 

Christian church grew into doctrine over time and hid God’s truths and His plan.  It is also clear 

how the Sabbath and Holy Days, the keys to God’s Kingdom, have been minimized, discounted, 

and how Christ’s true followers have been put to death for even keeping those days that are 

sacred to God. 

Understanding church history and how Satan has made sure to hide God’s truth and His plan 

throughout history is important as many times it will be magnified in a greater way in the end 

times.  It also shows us how Satan has used human greed for power, control of knowledge, and 

greed to control what most people today call “church”. 

 

Scriptures: 

Matt. 24: 1-4 

2 Peter 3:3-4, 5-12, 13-14, 17 

2 Timothy 3:13-17 



Rev. 12:9 

Deut. 30:19 

 

Activities: 

Exploring God’s Word: 

 Review the content above that was learned in the previous lesson.   

 Tell children the story of the Reformation through video, pictures of the printing press, 

and the context of the scriptures.  You may want them to act out parts of it as you go 

through the information above. 

 Show children the timeline and talk with them together about where the early church 

started and when in history people first got their own Bibles. 

 

Understanding God’s Word  (choose from the activities below): 

 

  Gutenberg Press Coloring Page:  Have children color the first printing press while you tell 

the Reformation Story. 

 Timeline: Have children talk with you about the timeline (in file) and answer the 

questions after they have heard the Reformation story.   

 Reformation Conversation:  Use the Reformation Conversation worksheet to have 

children write a conversation that may have happened between people during the years of the 

Reformation.  Ask them write 2 facts they learned at the bottom of that page.  These 

conversations can be acted out in pairs as well, papers given to other groups and then acted out 

for the group.   

    Reformation Story Chain:  Use the pictures on the handouts in the folder to build a 

story chain about the Reformation.  Have children color their pictures and cut them out.  Have 

them glue them in order as they would retell the Reformation Story onto colored index cards.  

Punch 2 holes into the index cards and thread them together in order with yarn.  On each index 

card, ask children who can write to narrate the story to match their pictures.   



  Choose Magnet:  Use small wooden shapes (or ones out of cardboard or foam) that are 

in the shape of a line with an arrow at each end.  Between the two arrows, have children place 

a question mark of sequins, the word “CHOOSE LIFE!”, or Deut. 30:19, which talks about 

choosing blessing or cursing based on one’s choices in life.  Attach a magnet to the back. 

 

 

 


